Israel announces creation of private bank 

AMMAN (AFP) — Israel announced Tuesday the creation of a 
ptivate commercial bank for the Middle East with the help of ihfc' 
European Union. Palestinian, Cypriot, Jordanian, Israeli, Egyp- 
tian and Greek investors will provide a total stan-up capital of $20 
million, with another $100 million coming from the European 
Investment Bank, Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres said. 
Israel's industrial development bank will be involved in the project 
which was a Cypriot initiative, Mr. Peres told reporters at the 
Amman economic summit. The private bank mil work in parallel 
with the Middle East and North Africa development bank, whose 
creation was announced on the first day of the summit Sunday, 
European countries and Gulf states criticised the development 
bank and said they would not contribute to its capital. But Mr. 
Peres welcomed the fact that they did not try to Mock the project 
at the three-day conference here. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Tkiesday reviewed with Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres the 
progress in the implementation of Jordan ian-Israeli agreements 
concluded under the peace treaty the two countries signed last 
October. The two sides, meeting in the presence of Royal Court 
Chief Marwan AJ Qasera and Foreign Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, also reviewed proposed regional projects on the agenda 
of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) economic summit. 
Tbe prime minister said that Jordan views economic progress and 
economic cooperation as a basic guarantee for Che success of tbe 
peaoe process since this would make the people of the region feel 
the benefits of peace. Sharif Zeid also emphasised the need for the 
achievement of a just and comprehensive peace involving all 
concerned parties on all Arab- Israeli tracks. Mr. Peres voiced 
appreciation of the Jordanian efforts in organising the MENA 

meeting noting that the excellent organisation contributed to the 
conference's success. 
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MENA summit proclaimed a huge success 

King voices Jordan’s pride for having hosted the event 


By Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - The Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit concluded 
in Amman on Tuesday, with 
His Majesty King Hussein 
describing it as a great 
♦ success and participants 
expressing high optimism 
(hat the event had contributed 
to consolidating the spirit of 
regional cooperation and 
paving the way for strong 
interaction between 
governments and rhe private, 
sector. 

The King, making a brief 
appearance at the press centre 
of the summit, also said the 
event was an opportunity to 
show the international 
community "a face of this 
country' and its people, one 
that welcomes friends 
interested in the present and 
the future, interested in 
sharing with us the 
determination and the 
commitment to bring about a 
better life for ail the peoples 
of this region, 3 life of 
stability, progress and 
• stability.” 

“I believe this conference 
has been a great success,” 
said the King shortly before 
the final session of the 
summit. 

The King loJd tbe 
journalists Jordan was proud 
to have had hosted them and 
that it hoped that “you 
1 always feel at home among 
friends when you are in this 
country, which enjoys 
democracy, lives pluralism 
and respect for human rights” 

' t wd that the Kingdom would 
strive to make itself a 
positive example for the 
entire region. 

The King thanked everyone 
who took parr in the summit, 
.including the private sector, 
governments and others. He . 


said it was a “conference that 
comes in line with what 
Jordan and the overwhelming 
majority of Jordanians had 
accepted and forged the way 
of peace between the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and Israel within the 
context of all their hopes lor 
a comprehensive pc.icc in 
this entire region...” 

Replying to a question on 
rival offers by Eg\pi and 
Qatar to host the next MENA 
summit, the King said: “We 
were able to overcome what 
was called the 
misunderstanding and matters 
went back to normal. I am 
happy and proud, as a matter 
of fact, for what has taken 
place. The response oi our 
brothers, given the interest -■ 
we are one heart and one 
interest in the Arab World — 
and the response of our 
brothers in Qatar is wonderful 
because it gave up 
aspirations to its bigger 
brother. Egypt, for the next 
summit, which is going to be 
held next year." 

“Everybody has agreed that 
the next one (in 1997) will 
be held in Qatar,” the King 
added (see related story 
on page 14). 

Answering another question 
on human rights in Jordan 
the King said: 

“This country is very proud 
of what it has achieved- We 
are proud of riemocracy and 
we are committed to It. -We 
cherish human beings.Tand in 
ihai each person should play 
a role in formulating his or 
her future within the legal 
framework and in the light of 
the Constitution ” 

“1 believe that we are passing 
through a stage or phase, that 
we are heading towards 3 
direction. We cannot say that 
everything is perfect but we 
are trying as much as 

(Continued on page 8) 


‘Jordan performs, 
U.S. officials assert 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan received 
high praise for its efforts of 
economic reform from two 
high-ranking U.S. officials on 
Tuesday, the closing day of 
the Middle East/North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit. 

U.S. Under-Secretary of 
't? State for Economic Affairs 
Joan Spero said development 
of the region, “rests in the 
hands of the people of the 
region," and praised Jordan 
for its efforts at economic 
reform in parallel with fore-, 
ign assistance to right its eco- 
nomy. 

“Jordan is doing a lot on its 
own," she said, citing Jor- 
dan's legislative steps that in- 
clude tax reform, investment 
incentives and work on a 
bilateral investment treaty 
between the Kingdom and 
the U:S. 

“Jordan has shown itself as 
a country that works,” said 
Dennis Ross, U.S. State De- 
partment special Middle East 
coordinator, who jointly 
addressed a press conference 
with Ms. Spero prior to the 
closing of the summit. 

“Jordan performs.” he 
stated. “This summit was suc- 
cessful in part because of. 
Jordan itself.” 

Ms. Spero countered a sug- 
gestion that the U.S. and the 
international community 
should be doing more to con- 
tribute financial aid to Jordan 
and the region, stating that 
*c U.S. had already written 
$700 million in the King- 
WS debts. 

“We are working with our 
^'7 _ colleagues to provide 
funding or debt foighreness." 

- f she said, adding that Britain 
also written off $75 mfl- 
hon and Japan is supplying 
»ans to Jordan to bolster 


foreign currency reserves. 

She said also that tbe U.S. 
was trying to support econo- 
mic development of the re- 
gion through government- 
sponsored organisations such 
as the Overseas Private In- 
vestment Corporation 
(OPIC), which is preparing 
to guarantee a multi-million 
dollar private-sector equity 
fond for Jordan, Egypt and 
the Palestinian territories (see 
separate story). 

Both officials deemed the 
summit a success that “may 
even have exceeded our ex- 
pectations." 

“We came here with two 
objectives,” said Ms. Spero. 
“the first was to bring people 
together ... the second was to 
launch the institutions." Ms. 
Spero was referring to the 
three regional institutions in- 
augurated during the summit: 
The controversial regional 
development bank to be 
based in Cairo; a regional 
business council; and a re- 
gional tourism board. Jor- 
dan. which will be home to 
the Regional Economic 
Working Group (REDWG), 
one of the working groups of 
the multi-lateral track of the 
Middle East peace process, is 
vying to see either the tour- 
ism board or tbe business 
council based in Amman. 

The bank, tbe centrepiece 
of MENA which has drawn 
criticism from several Gulf 
and European countries, was 
formally announced in Tues- 
day’s Amman Declaration, 
and its release last night. 

The U.S.. Jordan, the 
Palestinians, Egypt and 
Israel, strongly support the 
establishment of the Bank, 
but some Gulf countries re- 
sisted including Israel, in the 
finances before a comprehen- 
sive regional peace is signed. 

(Contfamed on page 7) 



Crown Prince: MENA presented 
its immense potential to the world 

Cooperation is the means to rehabilitate region’s 
economies and link them with international system 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN— His Royal High- 
ness Grown Prince Hassan 
said Tuesday that the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit 
had succeeded in presenting 
the area to the world as a 
region with enormous poten- 
tial that can be realised to the 
benefits of countries of the 
area, their people and the 
cause of peace. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence after chairing the dosing 
session of the summit. Prince 
Hassan also said that partici- 
pants at tbe conference got to 
know tbe numerous invest- 
ment opportunities available 
in the Kingdom where profit- 
able business can take place. 

The conference consoli- 
dated the conviction that Jor- 
dan can be a place for invest- 
ment and economic and trade 
interaction. Prince Hassan 
said, adding that this would 
bring direct and indirect be- 
nefits to the Jordanian 
citizen. 

The Crown Prince dted the 


loans that were provided to 
Jordan as well as agreements 
reached on joint projects as 
examples of the benefits the 
Kingdom made from the 
summit. 

Prince Hassan stressed the 
importance of rehabilitating 
the economies of the region 
and connecting them with the 
global economy and capital 
markets. He said the summit 
provided a forum for interac- 
tion among private sector and 
official participants, noting 
that “dialogue facilitates de- 
velopment.” 

But, the Crown Prince- 
said, the effort to bring about 
economic development will 
not be at the expense of 
political issues that still need 
to be resolved. 

“We are talking about a . 
new economic approach that 
will globalise the economies 
of tbe area” said Prince Has- 
san, stressing the benefits 
that will be gained from con- 
necting the regional and local 
economies with the global 
economic system. 

Responding to a question 
on tiie role of the regional 


development bank that was 
established by the summit; 
Prince Hassan said the estab- 
lishment of the bank aims at 
generating new funds for the 
region. He said the bank will 
not take the role of any of the 
existing regional financial in- 
stitutions. 

The. Crown Prince re- 
viewed the decisions that the 
summit made and the debates 
that took place in its session. 
The debates focused on the 
role of the international com- 
munity in supporting the 
peace process, trade and fi- 
nance, investment environ- 
ment, tourism, and the de- 
velopment of human re- 
sources among others, he 
said. 

The Crown Prince stressed 
that the MENA summit was 
an economic forum that tack- 
led economic issues and re- 
gional cooperation as means 
to rehabilitate the economies 
of the area so as to improve 
the quality of life and achieve 
economic growth. 

But he said that economic 
solutions will not be at tbe 
expense of political issues 


that have to be dealt with. 

Responding to a question 
on Jerusalem, Prince Hassan 
said that “there is no Arab or 
Muslim country that does not 
support the Arab and Muslim 
rights in Jerusalem.” 
Jerusalem is a symbol for 
all believers and creative 
solutions anq. needed to solve 
the conflict over it, he said, 
adding that Jordan is commit- 
ted to all Arab and Muslim 
agreements on the Holy City. 

He noted that the future of 
Jerusalem will be decided in 
talks by tbe Palestinians and 
Israel in tbe final status phase 
of their peace talks. 

Prince Hassan said that all 
Jordanians are concerned 
with the suffering of the Iraqi 
people and “no one can ac- 
cuse Jordan of turning a blind 
eye to the Iraqi people.” 
But the reality is that Iraq 
is under United Nations sanc- 
tions and Jordan can m no 
way be responsible for the 
situation in Iraq, tbe Prince 
said, adding that the King- 
dom was the country most 

(Continued on page 8) 


Peres: Conference a major contribution to 
turning political peace into economic peace 


By P.V.Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres on 
Tuesday described the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit as 
a great contribution to the 
concept of regional 
economic cooperation and 
development and to turning 
“political peace into 
economic peace." 

“I think there had never 
been a stronger statement on 
Amman as an economic cen- 
tre." Mr. Peres fold reporters. 
"It has changed tbe value and 
location of Iordan in the 
minds of many people in the 
Middle East and abroad." 

The Israeli foreign minis- 
ter, addressing a press confer- 
ence. denied he had proposed 
setting up major Israeli in- 
frastructure projects in 
Jordanian territory and 'said 
that he was only suggesting 
joint facilities for the two 
countries instead of each de- 
veloping its own. 

Mr. Peres also rold a press 


conference that Israel pre- 
ferred to see a Jordanian- 
Palestinian confederation in 
the Palestinian territories, 
but that this was an issue that 
had to be discussed and agreed 
upon by Jordan and the 
Palestinian leadership 

The Israeli foreign minis- 
ter. who was here to attend 
the MENA summit, said the 
issue of property owned by 
Jordanians in Jerusalem, 
which is under Israeli control 
since 1967 and described as 
“absentee property” despite 
the signing of a peace treaty 
between the King and the 
Jewish state, would be ad- 
dressed “when the issue is 
brought up on the agenda." 

Mr. Peres said the Israeli 
government was planning to 
set up its “largest" consulate 
in Amman so that visas could 
be issued to Jordanians "on 
the spot” rather than after a 
lengthy process that takes 
weeks now. 

He described the summit as 
a great contribution to the 
concept of regional 
economic cooperation and 


turning “political peace into 
economic peace." 

“1 think there had never 
been a stronger statement on 
Amman as an economic 
centre....it has changed the 
value and location of Amman 
in the minds of many people 
in the Middle East and 
abroad." he said. 

Mr. Peres’ approach at 
Tuesday’s press conference, 
held at the Forte Grand Hotel 
and attended by a few 
Jordanian journalists, was 
dramatically different from 
the obviously aggressive, of- 
ten lecturing, posture he 
adopted at an encounter 
Monday attended by hundreds 
of Jordanian, Palestinian. 
Arab and foreign correspon- 
dents. 

The minister told 
Tuesday's press conference 
that the “message” he wanted 
to deliver to Jordanians was 
essentially that of what could 
be achieved through regional 
economic cooperation. 

"There are (economic) 
revolutions taking place in 
Latin America" and other 


parts of the world and “there 
are more economists in Asia 
than in New York," he said, 
adding “it is total nonsense” 
that "the colour of the skin" 
was a major factor in 
impeding development of 
Third World countries. 

“I wonder why we cannot 
have such revolutions in the 
Middle East,” which is 
endowed with “intelligent 
people” and natural 
resources, he said, calling for 
mobilising “goodwill, 
understanding and dialogue.” 

Asked whether recent 
comments attributed to him 
meant that Israel would like 
to set up some of its in- 
frastructure projects in 
Jordanian territory but cater- 
ing to Israeli needs. Mr. 
Peres said: “No. no, no." 

On the contrary, he said, 
he was referring to joint 
infrastructure projects that 
benefit both sides-. “For ex- 
ample the airport." he said. 
“If Jordan wants to have an 
international airport... other 

(Continued on page 8) 


Regional institutions 
established, financing 
mechanism is outlined 

By P.V.Vivekanand and Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 


THE MIDDLE East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit, the region's 
largest-ever gathering, ended 
here Tuesday evening with a 
consensus among Arab, 
Israeli and international gov- 
ernments and businessmen 
that it was a landmark event 
and contribution to the eco- 
nomic development of tbe 
region in a spirit of peace, 
security and stability. 

Government leaders and 
senior, business executives 
from 64 countries, including 
host Jordan, attended the 
three-day meeting, which was 
described as totally 
businesslike by most partici- 
pants. 

The four core parties in the 
Arab- Israeli peace process — 
the Palestinians. Israel, Jor- 
dan and Egypt — as well as 
Oman and Qatar presented 
development and infrastruc- 
ture projects as well as com- 
mercial ventures worth more 
than $40 billion during the 
summit. But the onus was on 
the private sector to assume 
the leading role in taking 
advantage of the opportuni- 
ties available. . 

The main objective of the 
summit, as seen from the 
Jordanian perspective, which 
was shared by many others, 
was bringing together poten- 
tial international and regional 
business partners to review 
possibilities of cooperation. 
Another key goal was estab- 
lishing a partnership between 
governments and the private 
sectors, with the state doing 
what is needed in its domain 
to encourage investments and 
facilitate business require- 
ments while businessmen de- 


termining for themselves 
which projects suited them 
most. 

Projects were presented in 
every sector of the economy 
— power plants, highways, 
railroads, water facilities and 
distribution, telecommunica- 
tions, the environment, tour- 
ism and other areas. 

Among ihe most notable 
achievements of the summit 
in the contest of institutiona- 
lising regional cooperation 
were the establishment of a 
regional development bank 
with a $55 billion capital ex- 
pected to take off before 
1998, a regional business 
council and a regional tour- 
ism board. 

In addition, it was agreed 
,that Amman would host the 
secretariat of the Regional 
Economic Development 
Working Group. Six regional 
countries also entered a tour- 
ism agreement, again with 
the focus on the private sec- 
tor. 

The final communique of 
the summit, the Amman dec- 
laration, launched the Middle 
East and North Africa de- 
velopment bank and pledged 
to promote increased private 
sector involvement in the re- 
gion's economic develop- 
ment. 

“The goals -of the summit 
were to facilitate the expan- 
sion of private sector invest- 
ment in the region, to cement 
a public-private relationship 
which will ensure that end, 
and to work to enhance re- 
gional cooperation and de- 
velopment,” said the declara- 
tion. 

(Continued on page 8) 


WEF chief outlines 
roles of government 
and private sector 

Following is a speech delivered by World Economic Forum 
(WEF) President Klaus Schwab at the final plenary session 
of the Middle East and North Africa Summit: 


The Amman Middle East/ 
North Africa economic sum- 
mit launches one of tbe 
world's most crucial regions 
on the path towards sustained 
economic development. It 
also testifies to the region’s 
determination to claim its 
place in the global village by 
speaking with deeds rather 
than with words. The interna- 
tional business community 
welcomes the fact that tbe 
Summit created regional in- 

- solutions to foster economic 
cooperation and develop and 
exploit the region's vast busi- 
ness opportunities. By doing 
so, it sends a strong messge: 
“The Middle East is opening 
up for business.” 

Yet, recognising that peace 
is good for business is not 
sufficient to attract the fore- 
ign investment needed to re- 
build and restructure the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca. Governments must also 
demonstrate that they realise 
that business is good for 
peace. They must do so 
quickly if they wish to com- 
pete with other regions of the 
world. To achieve this, gov- 
ernments must ensure politic- 
al stability and create an en- 
vironment conducive to busi- 
ness in which foreign inves- 
tors feel both welcome and 
secure. This requires seemin- 
ly simple demands, which in 
practice could involve radical 
change. It requires from gov- 
ernments enlightened lead- 
ership and vision. 

Politically, Middle Eastern 
"and North African govern- 
ments must: 

— Project themselves as a 
cohesive unit eager to com- 


pete with other emerging 
markets of the world; 

— Eliminate all restrictions 
on trade; 

— Develop regional net- 
works backed by legally bind- 
ing international guarantees 
m areas such as petroleum 
pipelines, electricity genera- 
tion and distribution, com- 
munications, tourism and wa- 
ter; 

— Foster broad acceptance 
of a free -market mentality, 
whicji views profit-making as 
a virtue; 

— Nurture domestic invest- 
ment as a key to economic 
development and; 

— Allow for the free flow of 
financial information. 

In addition, multilateral as 
well as national financial in- 
stitutions should attach prior- 
ity to the Middle East and 
North Africa. They also 
should create mechanisms to 
shield business from political 
risk. 

To attract foreign invest- 
ment, governments and the 
private sector should be en- 
couraged to cooperate in en- 
suring principles of good gov- 
ernment and the rule of law. 
They can do so by: 

— Enforcing universally 
sound and fair business ethics 
and practices; 

— Streamlining government 
to become cost efficient and 
customer oriented; 

— Adopting • transparency 
and accountability as the. 
guiding principles of their op- 
erations; 

— Creating mechanisms for 
resolving commercial dis- 
putes; 

(Continued on page 8) 
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QATARI-ISRAELI TALKS: Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres and his Qatari counterpart Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Jassem A1 Thani share a joke at their meeting in Amman on Tuesday (see page one) (Reuter 
photo) 


UAE to finance housing, services for 
Muslims and Christians in Jerusalem 


ABU DHABI (R) — Vowing 
to strengthen the Arab char- 
acter of Jerusalem, the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates president 
on Tuesday pledged to fi- 
nance housing projects and 
meet the medical and social 
needs of the city's Muslims 
and Christians. 

Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
A1 Nahayan promised to fi- 
nance several new housing 
projects, renovate old build- 
ings. and meet educational, 
social, and medical needs in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

The pledge was announced 
by Sheikh Abdullah Ben 
Zaved A! Nahayan, deputy 
minister of information and 
culture and the president's 
son, to mark the start of a 
week-long conf ?rcnce and 
festival on de.:r>Jing the 
Arab identity of Jerusalem. 

‘‘At this critical moment, it 
is incumbent upon all who 
believe in the unique and 
dear status of Jerusalem to 
rally all their’ efforts and 
capabilites in order to active- 
ly confront the illegal mea- 
sures taken, and still being 
undertaken, by the Israeli au- 
thorities." he" told a large 
audience. 

Sheikh Abdullah said that 
pledge was prompted by "dif- 
ficult housing conditions suf- 
fered bv the Muslim and 


Christian inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem in view of the existence 
of licensed housing projects 
which need financing." 

Sheikh Abdullah did not 
say who issued the licences, 
and it was not clear, whether 
the Israelis, who control the 
whole city and claim it as 
their capital, had agreed in 
advance to such financing. 


A UAE official refused to 
disclose how much money the 
Gulf state would pump into 
Jerusalem’s Arab Muslim 
and Christian population cen- 
tres, located in the Israeli- 
occupied east. 

“There are housing pro- 
jects that have been autho- 
rised but need funds. He 
(Sheikh Zayed) has decided 
i'' respond to the calls from 
the steadfast people of Jeru- 
salem to finance a number of 
housing projects that will be 
named after Sheikh Zayed.” 
Sheikh Abdullah said. 


“He has also decided to 
finance projects to rehabili- 
tate some facilities in the city 
and ordered the Red Cres- 
cent and the Sheikh Zayed 
Charity Organisation to meet 
all medical, educational and 
social needs of the Jerusalem 
residents.” 

Sheikh Abdullah did not 
elaborate on the projects but 


official sources said they in- 
volved large funds. “We do 
not want to mention costs to 
undercut any Israeli attempt 
to block the projects,” one 
source said. 

Muslim and Christian lead- 
ers from the Arab World 
joined forces for the Jeru- 
salem Festival in the UAE 
including fund-raising cam- 
paigns, lectures, cultural 
events and exhibitions. 

Among them were Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid. Pope 
Shenuda of the Coptic 
Church in Egypt, former 
Jerusalem Archbishop Hila- 
rion Capucci, and Egypt's 
grand mufti, Mohammad 
Saved Attiya Tantawi. 

Faisal Husseini. in charge 
of the Jerusalem file for the 
Palestinians, the city’s mufti, 
Akram Sabri, Palestinian 
Culture Minister Intissar A1 
Wazir, and former Palesti- 
nian peace spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi were also at 
the opening. 

The initiative from Sheikh 
Zayed. a key financial backer 
of the Palestinians, was laun- 
ched a week after the U.S. 
Congress voted to move the 
American embassy from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem. 

The vote triggered anger in 
the Arab World which has 


warned it could harm the 
peace process in the Middle 
East. U.S. President Bill Cli- 
nton, however, has drawn 
praise for vowing to block the 
move. 

“The U.S. Congress deci- 
sion constitutes a flagrant 
bias for Israel and threatens 
to scuttle the entire peace 
process,” Sheikh Abdullah 
said. 


Mr. Husseini drew long 
applause when he pledged 
the Palestinians would win 
back East Jerusalem. 

“In the beginning, we had 
believed we could liberate 
Jerusalem through military 
force. We were wrong.” he 
said. 

“Israel is trying its best to 
control Jerusalem by isolat- 
ing the Palestinian people 
from the city and from their 
own institutions inside the 
city and imposing new reali- 
ties on the ground,” said Mr. 
Husseini. 


“But we will carry on with 
the confrontation through the 
available means and through 
your support... We can 
promise resistance, steadfast- 
ness... and victory.” he said. 

The UAE festival for Jeru- 
salem follows Israel's 
celebration of the city’s 
3.000th anniversary. 


Balabagan appeals for mercy from Sheikh Zayed 


DUBAI (R) — Filipina maid 
Sarah Balabagan on Tuesday 
appealed from a United Arab 
Emirates jail for mercy from 
a sentence of 100 lashes over 
the killing of her employer. 

She told her father Karim 
by telephone she was asking 
for help from UAE President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan AI 
Nahayan. 

“She is calling on him to 
pardon her from the 100 
lashes and the one year in 
prison. She was sad on the 
phone. She wants immediate 
deportation so she can go 
home.” Karim told Reuters 
from the Oasis town of Al 
'Ain where his daughter is 
jailed. 

“We are very happy she 
will not be executed! We 
won't appeal in the federal 
court but we appeal to Sheikh 
Zayed to pardon Sarah,” said 
the Filipino labourer. 

A court on Monday also 
sentenced Ms. Balabagan to 
a year in jail and deportation 
for killing her employer. 
Almas Mohammad A I 
Bloushi. She said she acted in 
self-defence as he raped her. 


There was outrage from 
Manila to Paris to Washing- 
ton after the verdict by an 
Islamic court in Al 'Ain. 

She agreed to pay the vic- 
tim's family 150,000 dirhams 
($41,000) blood money — a 
condition for their dropping 
their insistence on an earlier 
'death sentence being carried' 
out. 

“It's over.” a UAE gov- 
ernment official sighed after 
the third verdict against her 
in four '’months was 
announced. 

His sense of relief was 
almost palpable. 

This federation of seven 
sheikhdoms on the shores of 
the Arabian peninsula found 
the glare of world publicity 
over the case an unwelcome 


experience. 

Ms. Balabagan was first 
sentenced to seven years in 
jail and then condemned to' 
death at a retrial. 

The conservative emirates, 
where 21,000 Filipina maids 
like Ms. Balabagan work and 
where three out of four peo- 
ple are foreigners, tradi- 
tionally like to keep a low 


profile. 

Ms. Balabagan is said by 
Manila to be 16 but the UAE 
says her passport shows her 
to be 28. 

She admitted stabbing 70- 
y ear-old Bloushi 34 times last 
year in what appeared from 
photographs of the blood- 
encrusted corpse to be a fren- 
zied attack. 

In Manila, people were 
shocked at news of the 
lashing. 

Filipina activist leader 
Nelia Sancho said whipping 
was a “very cruel" punish- 
ment that robbed women of 
dignity. 

In Paris, the French fore- 
ign ministry asked the UAE 
■ to spare the maid, calling the 
caning "so contrary to our 
own customs." 

Former French Prime 
Minister Laurent Fabius said: 
"The punishment ... can only 
disgust those who believe in 
justice. You do not lash a- 
woman, vou do not (ash a 
child." 

And in Washington. Con- 
gresswoman Carolyn 
Maloney expressed outrage 


to Sheikh Zayed and urged 
him to "act immediately to 
assure that Ms. Balabagan 
will not continue to be a 
victim of violent crime — 
especially at the hands of 
your government.” 

“Ms. Balabagan was a vic- 
tim of rape ami violence at 
the hands of her employer, 
and now she could be revicti? 
mised by your justice system. 
The brutality of this most 
recent reported decision can- 
not and will not be ignored.” 
she said in a letter to the 
UAE leader. 

The outcry seemed unlike- 
ly to be stilled by assurances 
that the maid would receive 
only symbolic, painless 
lashes. 

"The intervals of the lashes 
will depend on how much she 
can bear," said Al 'Ain court 
Judge Sheikh Biy'a Ben 
Saliq. 

A doctor and court expert 
on lashing would attend the 
punishment to be adminis- 
tered by a policewoman 
wielding a thin cane with a 
book tucked under heT arm 
to limit the force. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King Hassan released from hospital Court delays ruling on ‘heretic’ professor 


RABAT (AFP) — King Hassan II of Morocco was 
released Monday from the New York hospital where he 
underwent treatment for bronchial pneumonia, the royal 
palace said. In a statement broadcast over state-run radio, 
it said the 66-year-old monarch had returned to the New 
York residence where he had arrived on Oct. 18 to attend 
ceremonies marking the 50th anniversary of the United 
Nations. Doctors advised the king to rest for a few days 
before returning to Morocco, the statement added. King 
Hassan was admitted to Cornell Medical Centre of New 
York hospital last Wednesday. The Moroccan consulate in 
New York said he had caught bronchial pneumonia 
because of the air conditioning at the United Nations. At 
the U.N. ceremonies, the king was represented by his son 
Prince Sidi Mohammad. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt's supreme court on Monday heard 
the start of an appeal from a university professor ruled a 
“heretic” by a lower court and ordered to divorce his wife, 
the news agency MENA reported. It said the court 
adjourned the appeal from Nasser Hamed Abu Zaid until 
Dec. 5. In June, a lower appeals court ruled that Abui Zeid 
was an apostate from Islam and must be divorced from his 
wife on the grounds that a Muslim cannot be married to a 
heretic. The supreme court already ruled in September that 
it could not order a suspension of the sentence, as sought 
by Abu Zeid, because the divorce bad not been forcibly 
carried out. The Cairo University professor was not in 
court on Monday as he is currently in Europe. 


Lebanese-Canadian jailed for possession of arms 


Arafat wants other children, no retirement. 


CAIRO (AP) — Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat would 
like to father more children “when there is a chance" and 
would prefer that his new-born daughter Zahwa looked 
like her mother instead of him. he told the daily Al Sharq 
AI Awrat. As for his possible retirement from politics, he 
said he did not know what the word “retirement" meant. “I 
cannot imagine I will retire ever,” the paper quoted him as 
raying in Monday's edition. “If I retired from my position I 
will seek another," Mr. Arafat added, without giving 
details of what job he would want. Mr. Arafat, 66, has 


chaired the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) since 
1968. He also heads the Palestinian National Authority that 


1968. He also heads the Palestinian National Authority that 
runs the autonomy zones in the Gaza Strip and West Bank. 
His job, he said, docs not leave any free time. Mr. Arafat's 


wife, Suha, has complained that he hardly spent any time 
with baby Zahwa. “She is pretty and looks like me,” Mr. 


BEIRUT (AP) — A military tribunal Monday jailed a 
Canadian man to one month in jail for illegal possession of 
arms. Mohammad Al Kadri, a naturalised Canadian of 
Lebanese origin, told the court he wanted to take the 
weapons — a pistol, ammunition, a bayonet, a cleaver and 
a kitchen knife — to Toronto as souvenirs. Mr. Kadn, 23, 
was arrested last Tuesday at Beirut airport when secunty 
officials found the arms in baggage slated for check-in. He 
was about to board a Middle East Airlines flight to 
London, where he was planning to take an Air Canada a 
flight to Toronto, where he lives. “I was taking souvenirs, 
Mr. Kadri told the five-officer tribunal, headed by Abdul 
Hamid Kharabatli. “There was no criminal intent. ’ Cases 
involving weapons are tried before military tribunals in 
Lebanon. Mr. Kadri would be allowed to return to Canada 
after serving his sentence but without his “souvenirs, 
which have been confiscated by the court. 


Arafat said of his daughter, born July 24 in France. *T 
would prefer it if she looked like her mother." 


Students protest Cairo interference 


Mubarak names new armed forces chief-of-staff 


CAIRO (AFP) — President Hosni Mubarak has named the 
head of the Republican Guard, which serves as his personal 
bodyguard, as armed forces chicf-of-staff, the official news 


agency MENA reported. Lieutenant-General Magdi Hata- 
ta replaced Lt. Gen. Sal ah Halabi, who was appointed 


head of the military's industrial sector, it said. Gen. Hatata 
was promoted to lieutenant general after the performance 
of his guards in the failed assassination bid on Mr. 
Mubarak’s life in Addis Ababa in June. Mr. Mubarak's 
bodyguards shot dead two of the gunmen who ambushed 
his motorcade in the Ethiopian capital and the president 
escaped unscathed. The underground Gamaa Islamiyah 
claimed the attack. Gen. Halabi was chief-of-staff since 
May 1991 and led Egyptian forces in the Gulf war which 
evicted Iraqi troops from Kuwait in February of the same 
year. 


CAIRO (AP) — Hundreds of students gathered at three 
universities Tuesday to protest government interferences in 
student elections and the trial of Islamic activists in a 
military court. There were no arrests or clashes with 
security forces, police said, and nearly all the students 
stayed within the campuses. At least 500 studens turned out 
for a brief demonstration at Al Azhar University, protest- 
ing the government's reported decision to bar students 
from running in campus elections. They also condemned 
the arrest of two university professors and the decision to 
put 82 Islamic activists on military trial outside Cairo. Four 
trucks carrying police with batons and shields were parked 
outside the campus. Police said there were no arrests, but 
witnesses saw at least five protesters put in police cars. 
Hundreds of students also gathered at Cairo University and’ 
'Ain Shmas University, but were mostly confined to the 
campuses. 


Egypt to replace Libya in Security Council 


Libya refuses to pay dues for Arab League 


CAIRO (AFP) — Libya notified the Arab League on 
Monday that it would not pay the S2 million remaining 
from its contribution for 1995, a league official said. Libya, 
which owes a total of $20.5 million to the league in back 
contributions as well, told the secretariat it “refused to pay 
the remainder of its dues for 1995.” Tripoli, whose 
economy has been hit by three years of U.N. sanctions over 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — After intense U.S. pressure,! 
Egypt will replace Libya as the Arab candidate for a seat in 
the powerful U.N. Security Cbunril, diplomats said Mon- 
day. Egypt was endorsed by Arab -states on Friday and js. 
virtually guaranteed a seat when the General Assembly 
votes on Nov. 8 for five rotating members of the council, 
which is responsible to peacekeeping. “I don't expect any 
problems,” said Egyptian Ambassador Nabil Al Araby. 


the Lockerbie plane bombing, has paid just over a million 
of its $3.32 million dues to the league, the official said. He 


of its $3.32 million dues to the league, the official said. He 
did not givfe a ffiasdn fof Libya's refusal. Member states stilt 
have not paid the league more than $10 million owed for 
the 1995 budget of $27.6 million, leaving the 22-member 
organisation unable to pay its employees for the rest of the 
year. 


Assembly to block Libya's candidacy. Under a rotating 
system Libya was slated to replace another Arab country, 
Oman, pending approval by the General Assembly. 1 


Lebanese opposition daily folds 


Bahraini dissidents to end hunger-strike Beirut (ap) — The opposition aj Amal daily, moutb- 


NICOSIA (R) — Seven Bahraini opposition leaders have 
said they would halt their hunger-strike on Wednesday, ten 
days after they intensified a protest against the govern- 
ment. In a statement sent to international news organisa- 
tions late on Monday, they said: “Hunger-strikers at 
Sheikh Abdul Amir AJ Jamri's majlis announce they will 
end their strike on Wednesday night.”. They said they 
would then issue a statement. Sheikh Jamri, an influential 
Shiite Muslim dcric and former member of parliament, and 
six leading supporters began their hunger-strike on Oct. 23 
in protest at what they said was the government's failure to 
stick to an agreement to end unrest in the country. They 
are demanding the release of ail remaining detainees held 
since outbreaks of violence nearly a year ago. a halt to trials 
of detainees, the return of deported protesters, and the 
stan of a dialogue on such issues as restoration of 
parliament dissolved in 1975. 


E iece of the right-wing Maronite Catholic Falange party, 1 
as folded because of financial problems. The last edition 
appeared on the newsstands Tuesday. In a front-oaee 


appeared on the newsstands Tuesday. In a front-page 
editorial, the newspaper said it has “done the impossible..^ 
to be independent from the forces of money and manipula- 
tion, and from people in power. Al Amal is not prepared to 
sell its political and informative independence to remain 
offered and sold in the market.” Al Amal was the official 
publication of the Falange, which led the Christian camp 
during most of the 1975-90 civil war. But the party’s 
influence has waned in recent years due to internal feuding, 
financial problems and loss of political dominance by! 
Christians as part of an agreement Muslims to end the war.. 
The Falange still own the Voice of Lebanon, a major news. 1 
and entertainment radio station. - • I 


Israel to sell Sri Lanka warplanes 


Suspect in bank robbery in Lebanese jail ■ 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel is to sell Sri Lanka fighter 
planes and patrol boats, Haarctz newspaper reported 
Tuesday. The Kfir planes, built by Israel Aircraft Indus- 
tries with U.S. engines, are no longer in service with the 
Israeli air force. The Dvora patrol boats, which arc still 
used by the navy, will replace similar boats sunk by Tamil 
rebels. The newspaper, quoting “foreign sources.'* said the 
deal was approved by the U.S. State Department during a 
visit to Washington by the director general of the defence 


ministry, David Ivry. The price and form of payment arc 
still to be negotiated, said the daily, which did not give the 


number of planes and boats involved. Colombo called for 


militanr assistance from Israel last April after the resump- 
tion of fighting with the Tamil rebels. The request was 


tion of fighting with the Tamil rebels. The request was 
transmitted via the Sri Lankan embassy in the United 
States, Haaretz said. 


BEIRUT (AP) a suspect in one of Germany's most 
winning bank robberies has been arrested in Beirut on 
ofndals Tuesday. Prosecutor 
Ab r U Mur ?£ has filcd a complaint against Ali Shafiq 
Ibrahim for robbery of a Commerzbank branch itra 
?7 w£! LS | J sldent,al neighbourhood of West Berlin June 
Brimr d on , d ? C ? rn o nt ? , ? cntif5ed ibrahim, who returned to 
^ PoUsh ■’“W months ago. aU- 
DOt - y ef received Lebanese cit&enshm. 
Aftc T h ,s mteiTOgation has been completed hewas 
expected to be charged with theft and using forged 
documents. Theft carries a prison sentence* wEth |S 

!»ar?iJii» SeVe i ? 5 , years ’ for gery three to 10 years with 
hard labour. Judicial sources, speaking on condirinn nf 
anonymity, said Ibrahim was tracked doln by 

jyj™; P°J lce P*®* 1 to Beirox^rough tte ' 

Interpol, the Pans-based International Police Organisa- 1 
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PROGRAMME TWO 

Ms®0 Madeline 

14J8 Ghost Writers 

15:08 Tomorrow’s World 

15J8 Amazing Stories 

l*:00 I Love Lucy 

- .’JO Tarazah 

17:00 

Children's Programme — Cbcciltc 
Minute 

17:30 Jcux 

19:80 News in French 

19:15 

Magazine — Sports El Musiquc 

19:38 News Headlines 

1W5 Anything for a Laugh 

2(fcC0 Doc. — Amazing Races 

28 JO The Bold and l be Beautiful 

21:15 Star Trek 

22.-00 News in English 

2?- 25 Prism 

22:45 .... Drama — Law and Order 

23:45 Doc. — Silk Road 

80=36 Second Thoughts 


SI. Joseph Church Tel. 624500. 
Church oT the Anunudatkm TcJ. 
637440. 

De la SaDc Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasoncta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of (be Aaouadatiou TcJ. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 630851. TcJ. 
628543. 

Armenian Csthofic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church TcJ. 
775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 77J75I. 
Amman International Church TcJ. 

652526- 

Eva n g el ical Lutheran C hurch TcJ: 
K4328. 

German-speaking EvaugeBeaJ Cou- 
ERgatiou Tel: 845457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Safnta Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazarme TcJ. 675691. 
The Evangelical Local C hu r ch in 
Amman 
TcJ. S11295 
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Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


HOSPITALS 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


IMS Jeddah (SV) 

12:15... Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PKi 

12=15 Sanaa. Hudaidah (I V i 

14128 Allien (AH) 


Y&icrday'j high temperatures: 
Amman 25 Aqaba 27. Humidity 
readings: Amman 32 per cent. 
Aqaba 48 per cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


PRAYER TIMES 


WEATHER 


M429 Fajr 

07:47 (Sunrise! Duha 

11:19 Dbuhr 

14:23 'Asr 

16:51 Maghreb 

18:89 'Islu 


Bulletin applied hy the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


Clouds arc expected lo build up 
with a chance m scattered showers 


CHURCHES 


Sc Mar; of Nazareth Church 
Swrifleh, Tel. 810740 
Assem blie s of Cod Church. Tel. 
6327X5. 


with a chance of scattered showers 
in the afternoon with winds south- 
easterly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba', scattered showers are ex- 
pected with winds northerly moder- 
ate and seas cahn. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidat A! As'ad 751672 

Dr. Yewf AJ Faqih 700194 

Dr. Mazcn Nhali 830435 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Mustafa 744685 

Ft r*s pharmacy 6619 12 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nammfcb pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaeoubphannacy 644945 

Stundsani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujb pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


Food Control Centre 677111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

*«?« 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Potter 192. 621 til. 637777 

o. rc ?n S5 "? c 617101 

g*** 8 ™* 775121 

Higbwav Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896300 

row* aceunty Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 


Price Complaints 661176 

Water ami Sewerage 


tRBOh 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu (— I 

Al Ouds pharmacy ( — ) 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Annum 12/23 


ZARQ/L- 

Dr. Amin Abui Rub 982393 


Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 78711 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assnuncc) J 2 | 

Overseas CaDs .....010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

623101 

Abdaii Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773 j | j 

Rm£o Jordan 7741 | 1 

Waicr Authority 680100 

Jordan Elcctricitv Authority 

815615 

Ekctnc Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Bight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Husscm Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akikh Maternity. J. Amn. 

* 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malbas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmrisani Hospital 66913] 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdaii 666127/37 

AkAhli. Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mubajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al- Bashir. J. Ashndich 7751 1 1/26 

Arnty.SMarka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ....602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
SjpcaanSurgery 865199 
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1438 Allien (AH) 

19-J8 Cairo (MS) 

28:18 Barm (ME) 

22*5 Larnaca(CY) 

2fc» Albcm(OA) 

2235 Amsterdam (KL) 

2339 London (BA) 


***• Athens, OA) 

HIJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 


STOa.m every Mona— 
MOp.B. every 
JJOa.m. every Suwfay 
. Sflip.m. every Sunday 


This information h supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
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MARKET PRICES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department al the Qirocn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200- 
5, where if should always be veri- 
fied. 


Zsrqa Govt, Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 


IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

AIHikmaMnen Hamital (09B909W 

nuwifc 

Princess Burnt Hospital (02)275535 

Greek Catholic Honul 102)272275 

Ibn Al Matas Hospital (02)247100 

PmcwHaya Hospital (03)314111 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) night* 
(Terminal 1) 

0M0 Aqaba (RJ) 

M'JS Jeddah (RJ) 

0L55 Larnaca (RJ) 

Ms55 Dubai, Abu Dtabi (RJ) 

0MB Damascus (RJ) 

I4c45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

1L-40 Istanbul (RJ) 

1755 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

MkOO Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

IMS.. .ftomc(Rj) 

Mill Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

IMS London, Berlin (RJ) 

IMS Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

22:45 Aqaba (RJ) 

2W8 Bonn (RJ) 

•0:10 Cairo (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Tarmlnal 1) 

8&30 - Aqaba (RJ) 

Bfc4S Rome (RJ) 

18:15 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

I(h35 Berlin. London (RJ) 

11:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

11:25 Tonis. Casablanca (RJ) 

19:18 ... Colombo (RJ) 

M BdiW(RJ> 

2(kfl5 Riyadh. D bar has (RJ) 

20:18 Cairo (RJ) 

»JS NcwDeSrifRJ) 

21:18 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ 1 

22.de .... Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ) 
22:45.... Sanaa (RJ) 


Uppuftowcr pore m fib per kg. 


Other Flight* (Terminal 2) 


•7:45 Beirut (ME) 

88:15 London (KJ) 

ti-80 - Jeddah (S 

13:15 Hudaidah. Sanaa flr) 

Kfctt... Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

'5*» Sburiqah (AH) 

Cairo (MS) 


Apple — ■ 700/ 5fl0 

Banana 680 

Banana (Muk a m m ar) 620 

Cabbajp: 180 / 100 

Cantu - «»3«1 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (large) 200 / 150 
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Eggplant 1® 120 
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Grapes .....i.r«- WtfSB 

Grape Frail BgJW 

Marrow (Tarac) 140(90 I 

Marrow (ainD) .... 200/ 140 I 

Olives (green) 420/320 l 

Onion (dry) 250/ ISO 

Orange 500(400 1 

Pepperfhot) 200/150 i 

Pepper (aweei) 2CKV150 f 

Potato 340/230/ 

Spinach 170/Iflrf 

String Beam 760/ «K| 

Tangerine 300/183 

Tomato llOTLi 
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Rana Husseini, Times reporter, 
wins MEDNEWS prize 
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I By a Jordan Times 
i Staff Reporter 

i AMMAN — A feature 
! report on crimes of honour 

• by a Jordan Times reporter 
i was awarded first prize in 
; the 1995 MEDNEWS prize 
> awards which took place in 
j Alexandria on Oct. 2S. 

The report, entitled “Mur- 
f der in the Name of Hon- 
i oor," was written by Rana 
i Husseini, who writes on 
| crime in Jordan for this 

• newspaper. 

: The report was an anaJy- 
! sis of honour killings, with 

■ highlights from three major 

■ cases of such crimes which 
occurred in Jordan between 

: mid- 1993 and midrl994. 

; The report was supported 

■ by- statistical data and inter- 
| views with several sources: 
. sociologists, an academic, a 
i lawyer and civil rights 

activist, a public security 
: official, the chief Islamic 
justice, a former minister, 
and in one case the murder- 
! er himself. 

- Ms. Husseini *s report was 
written and published in the 
Jordan Times in 1994. 

The 28-year-old Ms. Hus- 
seini has been writing on 
crime since obtaining her 
masters degree from Okla- 
homa City University in the 

■ U.S. in 1993. 

According to Ms. Hussei- 
ni, she was motivated to 



Rana Huss eini 

write the feature because of 
her own horror at an event 
which took place in May 
1994 involving a 16-year- 
old girl who was murdered 
by her older brother after 
her younger brother raped 
her. 

“It was the most shocking 
incident for me,” she said. 
“1 can't tell you how it 
affected me." 

■ Encouraged by her edi- 
tors, Ms. Husseini decided 
to write a full feature report 
on crimes of honour. 

“The report won, I think, 
because the issue is so 
taboo, so sensitive ” said 
Ms. Husseini. 

“I consider this prize a 
victory for all Arab women 


and for the victims, and my 
greatest hope is that such 
articles will one day effect 
the necessary changes in 
our society so that some 
day soon we will not be 
reading about such horrific 
behaviour.” 

The MEDNEWS prize is 
designed to encourage 
young journalists (under 35 
years of age) from North 
Africa and the Middle East 
region and is a project of 
the European Union's 
MED-MEDIA programme. 
Ms. Husseini was short- 
listed last week along with 
two Egyptian journalists. 
Her article was selected 
from 50 nominations writ- 
ten on a variety of issues. 
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Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres Tuesday takes a few puffs from an argileh on 
the streets of Amman (photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


TCC, Siemens sign JD 25m contract 
to install local line plant networks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration (TCC) Tuesday 
signed a JD 25 milli on con- 
tract with Siemens, the Ger- 
man electronic firm, and 
partners for the supply, 
installation ami commis- 
sioning of local line plant 
networks with the capacity 
of 300,000 subscriber lines, 
according to a statement by 
Siemens. 

Under the agreement, 
signed by TCC Director 
General Walid Dweik and 
Director of International 
Sales at Siemens Franz 
Schmidt, Siemens will sup- 
ply all the required materi- 
als and execute the civil and 
electric works, install the 
distribution networks and 
link the old and the new 
telephone networks. 

The TCC will supply the 
cables and the telephone 
posts. 

The project will be car- 
ried out over a period of 36 
months, according to the 
terms of the agreement 

On Oct 13 Siemens 
signed a JD 26 million con- 
tract with the TCC to install 
modem digital telephone 
exchanges in several 
regions of Jordan. 


The TCC said at the time 
that the 22 exchanges will 
create a total of 298 circuits 
serving several regions. 

Minister of Post and 
Communications Jamal 
Saraireh, who attended the 
signing ceremony Tuesday, 
said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that under the terms 
of the new agreement 
Siemens has contracted two 
local firms, the Construc- 
tion Contracting Company 
and the Kan a' an and 
Bosheh contracting firm, as 
sub-contractors to help 
carry out the projecL 

Mr. Saraireh said the pro- 
ject will be financed 
through a loan provided to 
Jordan by the European 
Investment Bank. 

The signing ceremony 
was attended by German 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Heinrich Reiners and Prof. 
Hans Guemer Danielmayer, 
member of the managing 
boatd of Siemens AG, 
Chargg d’ Affaires Michael 
Bock and several senior 
officials of the TCC and the 
Ministry of Post and Com- 
munications. 

Mr. Saraireh was last 
month quoted as saying 



Telecommunications Corporation Director General Watid Dweik and Siemens Direc- - 
tor of International Sales Franz Schmidt sign a JD 25 million contract to instal l local 
line plant networks in the Kingdom (Petra photo) 


that Jordan plans to mod- 
ernise its telecommunica- 
tions sector by the end of 
2008 with an estimated 


value of $1,067 billion. 

The project aims at mod- 
ernising the telecommuni- 
cations' network and linking 


the country with the net- 
works of neighbouring 
countries. 


Jordan, Morocco sign agreement to form joint business council 


AMMAN (J.T.)— The Jor- 
danian Businessmen’s 
Association (JBA) Tuesday 
signed an agreement for the 
establishes of a Jor dani an- 
Moroccan Business Coun- 
cil to organise relations 
between the private sectors 
in tbe two countries. 

A JBA statement said the 
agreement was signed by 
JBA Chairman Hamdi Tab- 
ba’a and the chairman of 
the Moroccan „ Economic 1 
Organisations • Federation, 
Abdul Rahim Lahjuji. 

The Moroccan federation 
is currently taking part in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit. 

Also' Tuesday the JBA 
signed an agreement on the 
establishment of a joint 
business council with 
Indonesia during a recep- 
tion held by the JBA in hon- 
our of the Indonesian Min- 
ister of Investments. 

The agreement was 
signed by Mr. Tabba’a and 
Mr. Ruskanda Furitin, 
chairman of the private sec- 
tor association in Indonesia, 


who is also here to attend 
the MENA meetings. 

The two agreements 
raised to 12 the number of 
joint councils formed by 
the JBA and other Arab and 
foreign countries in Europe, 
Asia and Africa as well as 
Canada, according to the 
statement 

These countries are: 
Egypt,. Morocco, Syria, 
Palestine, Spain, the United 
Kingdom, France, Roma- 
nia, Malaysia, Turkey, 
Indonesia and Canada. 

Following the signing of 
the agreement with Moroc- 
co, die Moroccan Minister 
of Privatisation, Abdul 
Rahman Saeedi, told a 
press conference that 114 
institutions in Morocco 
were this year privatised. 

He said the Moroccan 
government soon plans to 
submit a bill to pariiamem 
proposing the privatisation 
of the communications sec- 
tor in the country, among 
other government-con- 
trolled businesses. 
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President of the Jordanian Businessmen’s Association Hamdi Tabba’a (centre left) 
and Chairman of the Moroccan Economic Organisations Federation Abdul Rahim 
Lahjuji (centre right) meet with other JBA members to discuss the establishment of 
a Jordanian-Moroccan business council (photo by Shahruri) 


Official blames world community for failing to 
continue to fund UNRWA’s services to refugees 


NEW YORK (Petra) — 
Jordan’s representative to 
the United Nations General 
Assembly Fourth Commit- 
tee Fuad Bataineh Tuesday 
blamed fee international 
community for failing to 
provide fee necessary funds 
to enable the UN Relief 
and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees 


(UNRWA) to continue to 
provide its services to tbe 
Palestinian refugees. 

In an address before fee 
UN special political com- 
mittee, Mr. Bataineh said 
the shortfall in tbe UNRWA 
budget places additional 
financial burdens on the 
Jordanian treasury, noting 
feat Jordan provides annu- 
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ally $250 million worth of 
services to fee Palestinian 
refugees, because of 
UNRWA’s failure to meet 
fee refugees’ needs. 

Mr. Bataineh stressed feat 
Jordan bore the brunt of fee 
plight of fee Palestinian 
people since 1948, saying 
feat it placed financial, eco- 
nomic and social burdens 
on fee Kingdom and put 
pressure on its infrastruc- 
ture. 

Despite fee feet feat Jor- 
dan hosts 40 per cent of the 
Palestinian refugees. 
UNRWA allocates only 20 


per cent of its budget to fee 
agency’s Jordan field 
office, wife the Kingdom 
covering fee difference. 

Ml Bataineh warned of 
any cuts in UNRWA ser- 
vices to the refugees, say- 
ing feat any reductions or 
curtailment will shake fee 
base of the peace process, 
because such cuts will 
mean more suffering and 
further deterioration of fee 
economic and social condi- 
tions of Palestinian 
refugees. 

Mr. Bataineh said Jordan 
deals wife fee Palestinian 


question as an inseparable 
question and views tbe 
refugees as a complete 
whole regardless of their 
whereabouts. 

He emphasised the need 
to address tbe Palestinian 
question in light of 
international legitimacy 
and UN resolutions. 

He stressed the need for 
UNRWA services until a 
final solution to fee Pales- 
tine refugee problem is 
reached, as part of a just, 
lasting and comprehensive 
solution to fee Middle East 
conflict. 


fund-raising for excavation 

*Fund-raising event to finance the excavation project in Wadi Fay- 
nan, organised by the British Institute at Amman for Archaeology 
arid History, at me British Embassy Club on Friday (noon - 4:00 
p.m.) (Tel S41317) 

DIALOGUE AND LECTURE 

^Dialogue with historian Rox Al TJzaizi at Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation, Jabal Amman, at 6:00 pJXL 

*^The Dome of the Rock, " by Dr Beatrice St. Laurent at the Friends 
^Archaeology Centre at 6:00 pm 

A FILM 

fjj jB .Last Emperor/' at the British Councl at 7.00 p.m. 


BANI HAMIDA FALL EXHIBITION 

* The Bani Hamida Women's Weaving Project presents "Winds of 
Change" its fall exhibition at the Jerusalem Insurance Company in 
Shmedsani (Tel 658696) 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Metal works by Ammar Khammash at Liwan, off Wadi Saqra Street. 

Also displaying all kings of handicrafts. (Tel 699141) 

* Paintings by Sal am Kanaan and ceramics by Najwa Annab and Mar- 
garet Tadros at Alia Art Gallery. 

•Paintings by Iraqi artists Nazem Hamed at Orfali Gallery. 

•Paintings by Iraqi artist Saleh Jumai'i at Ab'ad Gallery. 

•Paintings by Shakir Hassan Al-Said at the French Cultural Centre. 

•A Retrospective Exhibition of sculptures and drawings by Mona Saudi at 
Darat Al Funuit 


.Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen $oor 
VVV Bail lOthAmrirc^^ 

Hamida 'Winds cf Change” 

Enjoy the Bam Hamida Wbznen fine achieved works 
• rugs * cushions •runners •waiThangipgs 
Annual Fall Exhibition InoKiparatisnwife: 

26 October -5 November Bdaur & Shawn Gallery 

10:00 am - 9ti)0pm Crystal . 

Sponsorship & Location : . Excellence 

Jerusalem tammee Company ^houseJordtm 

Shnieisani- Abdul Hamid Sharaf St. 

Opposite Air Fiance TH.658696 SpmMm^tSmdefsm) 



4 World News 


Tamil Tiger rebels panic as Sri 
Lankan troops approach Jaffna 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas and civil- 
ians were fleeing tbe rebel 
headquarters of Jaffna 
Tuesday as Sri Lanka T s 
armed forces approached to 
within a few miles of the 
. northern town, relief work- 
ers and tbe military said. 

A western diplomat chart- 
ing. tbe advance said one 
flank of tbe military assault 
was within 5-1/2 kilometres 
of Jaffna town, the strategic 
and spiritual capital of the 
rebels' w ould-b e homeland. 

“The LTTE (Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam) are 
moving out of Jaffna town.** 
a senior U.N. source told 
Reuters. 

“The roads (out of Jaffba) 
are full, jam-packed’' with 
vehicles heading east for 
Chavakachcberi, on the 
north side of the Jaffna 
lagoon, he said, citing 
reports from the northern 
rebel-held peninsula. 

Relief workers said Tiger 
radio had made urgent 
broadcasts telling the peo- 
ple to evacuate as quickly as 
possible and the people 
were responding, taking 


whatever they could with 
them. 

Flee ing residents said the 
LTTE had declared a state 
of emergency. “The word 
panic is being used to 
describe wbat is happen- 
ing ” a relief worker said. 

Jaffna residents travelling 
to the south said more than 

5,000 refugees crossed 
Jaffna lagoon south to 
Kilinocbchi in heavy rain 
Monday night free of the 
u sual charges paid to the 
LTTE. There were 11.000 
refugees there in total, they 
said. 

Tbe Tiger radio broadcast 
contradicted a military 
s tatem ent Monday that the 
LTTE intended to restrict 
the movement of civilians 
so they could be armed to 
fight the advancing troops, 
the worker said. 

The armed forces, two 
weeks into their biggest 
offensive against the Tigers 
in 12 years of war that have 
taken more than 50,000 
lives, said they were 
involved- in clashes just a 
few miles from Jaffna town. 

A senior Sri Lankan gov- 


ernment official said 
Monday that troops should 
wrest control of Jaffna with- 
in a week. 

Kusumsiri Balapaiabendi, 
secretary to President 
Cbandrika Bandar an aike 
Kumaratunga, told Reuters 
in Madras. India, that troops 
were about five kilometres 
from the town. 

The military said it had 
taken Neerveli Junction, 
near the Uppu Aru lagoon 
10 kilometres northeast of 
Jaffna town centre, 
“Forcing the terrorists to 
withdraw further south- 
wards canying their dead 
and wounded". 

It said it had also cap tured 
the main base of tbe LTTE 
air wing there, with under- 
ground concrete structures, 
lecture halls, classrooms 
and housing. 

Parts of an Avro air force 
transport plane shot down in 
April were also found near- 
by. 

In a communique, tbe mil- 
itary said artillery fire 
caused “very heavy (LTTE) 
casualties”. Air attacks on 
Urumpirai and Kopai areas. 


Azeris play down bomb theory on disaster 


BAKU (AFP) — The 
Azerbaijani government 
played down Tuesday 
reports that a bomb was 
responsible for the Baku 
underground train disaster 
that killed around 300 peo- 
ple, the worst such incident 
in history. 

State Security Minister 
Namig Abbasov discounted 
the bomb theory in 
Saturday’s horrific events, 
saying victims did not have 
the wounds caused by 
explosions. 

“If there had been an 
explosion, then' the dead 
would have had certain 
wounds, which were not 
found during the enquiry," 
he was quoted as saying by 
Interfax News Agency. 

’“A spokesman fortbepros- 
ecuiors -office . said: 
“Sabotage remains just one 
of the possible versions.” 

Authorities initially 
blamed the disaster on a Are 
started by faulty electrics, 
but a metro investigator said 
on state television Monday 
that an explosion ripped the 
train apart. 


For now, the investigation 
into the disaster is continu- 
ing under a criminal negli- 
gence statute that covers 
“violations in the rules of 
operating transport" but not 
acts of deliberate sabotage, 
the prosecutor's office 
spokesman said. 

A harsher statute could be 
invoked at any time, if 
investigators determine 
“officially” that sabotage 
was the cause, he said 

But Azerbaijani President 
Geidar Aliyev himself said 
Monday he “could not dis- 
count" the possibility of 
sabotage. 

State television showed 
Monday the inside of the 
bumt-out subway cars with 
holes in the floor beneath 
the seats.* 

Tadzhi Akhmedov, head 
of tbe metro’s tunnel equip- 
ment service, said the holes 
could have been caused 
only by a forceful explosion 
because a mere fire would 
not have produced tempera- 
tures hot enough to melt 
through the iron floor. 

The broadcast then 


showed interviews with 
several survivors, each of 
whom claimed to have seen 
or heard an explosion or 
explosions. 

State television also 
showed an interview with 
Health Minister Ali Insanov. 
who said that most of the 
victims died from poiso- 
nous gas. 

Investigators have said 
that the burning plastic in 
the subway cars gave off 
toxic fumes. 

A crime expert quoted by 
Turan News Agency said an 
ordinary fire could not have 
caused the catastrophe and 
he described the fumes that 
poisoned many of the vic- 
tims as having foreign mili- 
tary characteristics. 

The wagons were twisted 
bv. the hear and it takes 
1.700 degrees Celsius 
(3,092 degrees Fahrenheit) 
to melt the steel, the expect, 
who would not give his 
name. said. 

The holes in one of the 
wagons meant that a double 
layer of floor and a sheet of 
asbestos had been punc- 


tured, he added. 

“It can not be the result of 
a technical malfunction or a 
fire." he said. 

An Azeri journalist in 
Baku who asked not to be 
named said that some see 
the new terrorism theory as 
an attempt by some authori- 
ties to dodge the blame for 
negligence. 

“If it is a terrorist act, that 
explains everything. 
Otherwise somebody will 
have to take the responsibil- 
ity," the journalist said. 

The investigating com- 
mission is not scheduled to 
publish its report for anoth- 
er 10 to 15 days, the prose- 
cutor's office spokesman 
said. '"'*' 

This means that the report 
will coincide roughly with 
parliamentary elections 
scheduled for Nov. 12. 

Two other subway disas- 
ters last year in Baku, which 
together claimed 28 lives, 
were both blamed on terror- 
ist bombers. 


Aid workers pull out of Zaire camps after mine blast 


GOMA, Zaire (R) — At 
least two Western relief 
agencies have suspended 
operations in a Rwandan 
refugee camp and villages 
in eastern Zaire after ah 
American aid worker lost 
both legs in a mine blast, 
agency officials said 
Tuesday. 

Officials of the Irish aid 
agency Goal and the Italian 
agency Coopi told Reuters 
they pulled out of Kibumba 
refugee camp and villages 
around Goma respectively 
after the blast near the camp 
Sunday. 

56-year-old Marianne 
Holtz, with the American 
Refugee Committee (ARC), 
had both legs amputated 
below tbe knee and suffered 
-severe head injuries after 
her car overran a mine 
planted on the main road 
near the vast Kibumba 
camp. 

Tbe volatile Goma region 
in eastern Zaire is home to 

700,000 Rwandan Hutu 
refugees who fled in fear of 
retribution for last year’s 


genocide there of up to a 
million members of the 
minority Tutsi tribe and 
Hutu moderates. 

The genocidal killings fol- 
lowed the assassination of 
Rwanda's Hutu military 
strongman Juvenal 

Habyarimana. 

Angry Habyarimana fol- 
lowers. mainly his 
Presidential Guard and 
Interahamwe (those who 
fight together) militia, took 
up arms and hunted down 
Tutsis and moderate Hulus 
blamed for his death. 

Joel Boutroue head of the 
U.N. refugee agency in 
Goma, said aid workers bad 
been advised to keep travel 
to camps to a minimum but 
there were no plans for 
evacuation. 

But they could pull out of 
tbe camps if blasts continue 
and worsening security 
could hit U.N. repatriation 
efforts, Mr. Boutroue told 
Reuters. 

Zaire blames the million 
refugees for worsening 
insecurity and ecological 


damage and wants them out 
by the end of 1995. 

Sunday's blast was the lat- 
est in a campaign of mine 
and grade attacks which 
started following the 
resumption of U.N. repatri- 
ations after Zaire expelled 

15.000 refugees in August. 

The attacks have bit a 
number of Western relief 
agencies and killed five 
Zaireans and wounded over 
20 people so far. 

Western aid workers and 
U.N. diplomats in Goma 
said they believed the vio- 
lence was the work of 
Zaireans trying to manufac- 
ture a crisis to scare the 
refugees into leaving. 

“We think the Zairean 
military is planting the 
mines because it wants 
refugees to go,” a U.N. offi- 
cial said. 

Mr. Boutroue said it was 
not known who planted the 
mine. 

Renato Cibrario. an Italian 
businessman in Goma 
whose restaurant was the 
target of a grenade attack 


last week, added: “It's total 
chaos here. There’s no secu- 
rity left." 

Camps are controlled by 
Hutu extremists who scare 
refugees from going to 
Rwanda. 

Just when voluntary repa- 
triations were picking up 
thanks to the threat of 
expulsions, Zaire's strong- 
man Mobutu Sese Seko 
declared he did not agree to 
a policy of forced deporta- 
tions. 

Zaire early this month 
ordered refugees to stay out 
of Goma town and slapped 
a night-time curfew in the 
region. But U.N. officials 
said tbe measures were not 
being implemented. 

On Monday. Goma’s pot- 
holed streets were full of 
refugees working here. The 
main road to nearby 
Mugunga camp was 
clogged with tbe usual traf- 
fic of cars full of Rwandans 
coming to Goma. 


Perry: Rape case must not * poison 9 US.- Japan ties 


TOKYO (R) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry Tuesday expressed 
deep sorrow for the alleged 
rape of a schoolgirl by three 
U.S. soldiers on Okinawa, 
but said it must not “poi- 
son" security ties between 
Tokyo and Washington. 

.Arriving for talks with 
Japanese leaders on the cri- 
sis, Mr. Percy said the 
United States would consid- 
er any proposals to cut tbe 

26,000 U.S. Troops on 
Okinawa, but insisted that 
overall American troop 
strength in Japan must 
remain at 46.000. 

“The key messages that I 
hope to leave with our 
Japanese allies is that the 
U.S.-Japan relationship is 
an absolute key to security 


and stability in Asia and that 
nobody benefits from 
thaL..more than Japan,” he 
told reporters flying with 
him from Washington. 

“While we are deeply 
sorry for tbe suffering of the 
schoolgirl and her family, 
we cannot let this poison 
our entire relationship,” he 
said of last month's inci- 
dent. 

“I want to first of all get it 
in perspective and I want to 
get it behind us." 

Mr. Peny meets Defence 
Minister Seishiro Eto and 
Foreign Minister Yohei 
Kono Wednesday to discuss 
the storm of protest on 
Okinawa against the U.S. 
military presence there. 

Tbe three servicemen 
have been turned over to 


Japanese authorities and go 
on trial on Nov. 7. 

Governor Masahide Ota 
of Okinawa, reacting to the 
rape case, has vowed not to 
sign new land-lease con- 
tracts required to maintain 
U.S. bases on the island 
1,600 kilometres south of 
Tokyo unless the American 
presence there is reduced. 

Mr. Peny told reporters 
the United States was will- 
ing to consider that, but 
“We are not proposing, wc 
are not considering reduc- 
ing the total number of 
troops in Japan”. 

Japanese and U.S. offi- 
cials are raring to settle the 
issue by trimming some 
bases on Okinawa ahead of 
a scheduled Nov. 20 summit 
meeting in Japan between 


President Bill Clinton and 
Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama. 

U.S. officials travelling 
with Mr. Perry said private- 
ly that any shift of 
American uoops from 
Okinawa to other areas of 
Japan could be expensive 
for Tokyo at a time when 
military spending is already 
tight in Japan. 

The United Slates agreed 
last week to make at least 
one major change in the so- 
called status of forces 
agreement with Japan. In 
the future it will mm over 
American servicemen to 
Japanese authorities for 
questioning even before 
they are indicted on such 
serious crimes as rape and 
murder. 
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south and southwest of 
Neerveli, killed more than 
100 and wounded more than 
200. according to estimates, 
it said. 

The armed forces Monday 
suffered 10 soldiers killed 
and 40 wounded in the 
advance, tbe military said. 
“Ground troops have con- 
finned 102 terrorists were 
killed and over 150 severely 
injured," spokesman Major 
Tar Dunuwille said, adding 
that the LTTE appeared to 
be in “total disarray". 

The LTTE said on their 
radio they had killed more 
than 100 soldiers at 
Neerveli for the loss of 30 
of their own. They had 
recovered 14 soldiers’ bod- 
ies. 

At least three army divi- 
sions of more than 21.000 
men backed by tanks, 
artillery and air cover have 
been pushing south from 
their Palaly Air Base 
towards Jaffna town since 
Operation Riviresa began 
on Oct. 17. 



LIFE ON BOARD THE SHUTTLE: Space shuttle Columbia mission specialist 
Michael Lopez-Alegria (right) videotapes fellow mission specialist Catherine 
Coleman (left) as she works in the U.S. Microgravity Laboratory aboard the shuttle. 
Columbia and her seven-person crew are on a 16-day scientific mission (AFP photo) 


Mayhew says Northern Irish 
prisoners may be freed in weeks 


LONDON (R) — More 
than 90 people serving 
prison sentences in 
Northern Ireland for guer- 
rilla offences could be 
released by Christmas 
under a bill presented to tbe 
British parliament Monday, 
a minister said. 

Northern Ireland Secre- 
tary Sir Patrick Mayhew 
told parliament that if it 
approved the bill, which 
would increase the maxi- 
mum rate of remission for 
good behaviour while in 
jail, he would ensure many 
offenders left jail within 
weeks. 

Sir Patrick said tbe mea- 
sure was a recognition of 
transformed security in the 
British-ruled province since 
Catholic and Protestant 
guerrilla groups declared 
ceasefires more than a year 
ago. 

“The risk of further terror- 
ist related offences being 
committed by those offend- 
ers whom the bill affects is 
seen to be greatly reduced," 
Sir Patrick told the House of 


Commons. 

Asked by an MP when the 
bill would take effect. Sir 
Patrick said: “It will be the 
intention of the government 
to bring this act into force, 
if it receives the approval of 
the House, as soon as prac- 
ticable, and in time for 
Christinas of this year.” 

the bill reverses a decision 
taken in 19S9, at the height 
of guerrilla violence in the 
province, to cut the maxi- 
mum rate of remission of a 
prison sentence to one third 
from one half. 

Sir Patrick said if it began 
to operate in early 
December, more than 90 of 
the 471 prisoners to whom 
it applied would leave 
prison in time for 
Christinas, and a further 9S 
would be released early in 
1996. 

However, rejecting the 
idea that the bill amounted 
to an amnesty, be added: 
“Many of those who have 
been sentenced for the most 
heinous offences 

would...stiJI remain in 


prison until at least the end 
of die first decade of the 
next century." 

Sir Patrick said the gov- 
ernment was not recognis- 
ing Irish Republican Army 
claims that those serving 
sentences for guerrilla 
at tars were prisoners of 
war. 

“It makes no concessions 
to those who falsely claim 
that those who are convict- 
ed of terrorist offences 
somehow become political 
prisoners. It makes no con- 
cession to terrorism ax all,” 
he said. 

“The bill will enable the 
penal system in Northern 
Ireland to make a positive, 
but proportionate and pru- 
dent, response to tbe contin- 
uation of tbe ceasefires and 
to tbe welcome reduction in 
risk which has been brought 
about over the past year." 

The bill, which is support- 
ed by the main opposition 
parties, is expected to pass 
through parliament within 
the next 10 days. 


Mrs. Dole takes leave from Red 
Cross to campaign for husband 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Elizabeth Dole is taking a 
year's leave as president of 
the American Red Cross to 
join her husband’s presiden- 
tial campaign. She said 
Monday she will reclaim 
her job even if Sen. Bob 
Dole is elected president. 

That would make the for- 
mer labour and transporta- 
tion secretary the first lady 
to work full time outside tbe 
White House. 

’Tin leaving now to help 
my husband. 1 hope one day 
to help him as first lady,” 
she said. “But I’ll always be 
a Red Crosser - I’ll be 
back.” 

The Red Cross Board of 
Governors Sunday app- 
roved a one-year leave of 
absence for Mrs. Dole to 
join her husband's cam- 
paign for the Republican 
nomination. The election is 
a year away. 


The unpaid leave from her 
$200,000-a-year job takes 
effect this week. The presi- 
dent’s salary is also 
$200,000 a year, but first 
ladies do not collect a 
salary. 

Norm Augustine, national 
chairman of the Red Cross, 
told USA Today in a story 
published Monday there 
would be no problem with 
Mrs. Dole resuming her 
role. 

“If a woman were consid- 
ered for being president, do 
you think we would be 
debating whether her hus- 
band would have time to 
continue his career?" 
Augustine asked. 

Mrs. Dole said the two 
roles are in many ways 
complementary. 

“1 believe, both as first 
lady and president of the 
Red Cross. I could help the 
country rekindle its spirit of 


volunteerism and philan- 
thropic giving," she said. 

Mrs. Dole, who has run 
the Red Cross for four 
years, said previously she 
intended to take a leave to 
campaign for her husband 
but had not said publicly 
whether she intended to 
return to the Red Cross if he 
is elected. 

“Elizabeth is a source of 
strength and inspiration for 
me,” Mr. Dole said 

Monday. “I know she will 
be a tremendous asset to our 
campaign, and she would be 
the kind qf first lady who 
will make America proud.” 

Mrs. Dole initially will 
focus her campaign efforts 
in Iowa and New 

Hampshire, site of the first 
two votes in the 1 996 
Republican presidential 
campaign. 


Burma opium king’s peace 
move gets mixed response 


BANGKOK (R) — Bur- 
ma’s embattled opium war- 
lord Khun 5a has received a 
mixed response id new 
overtures to open peace 
negotiations with the mili- 
tary government as the 
country's cool, dry fighting 
season begins. 

A senior official from 
Khun Sa's Mong Tai Army 
(MTA) said Tuesday that 
Khun Sa began his* peace 
moves in August with a let- 
ter to government leader 
General Than Shwe seeking 
talks. 

“Rangoon received the 
letter and their response was 
positive.” the official, one 
of Khun Sa's dose aides 
who declined to be identi- 
fied, told Reuters. 

The aide declined to 
reveal further details but 
another MTA source said 
last week that a regional 
guerrilla commander had 
reached a loose, temporary 
ceasefire with a frontline 
Burmese army commander 
in the eastern part of Shan 
state. 

The Burmese military 


attache in Bangkok dis- 
missed the guerrillas’ 
claims outright, saying tbe 
government would never 
negotiate with Khun Sa and 
his guerrilla force. 

“Even if we received a let- 
ter the general policy 
towards Khun Sa is that our 
government will never talk 
with them." Burmese mili- 
tary attache Colonel Thein 
5 we told Reuters, 

While the Burmese mili- 
tary has negotiated cease- 
fires with 15 other ethnic 
minority guerrilla armies 
since 1989, they dismiss 
Khun Sa and his Shan guer- 
rilla army as drug bandits. 

“They arc not like other 
ethnic groups, they do not 
have political and ethnic 
issues, they are narcotics 
trafficking bandits and even 
if they surrender they still 
have to face criminal trail 
for drug trafficking," Col. 
Thein Swe said. 

“It’s impassible for any 
Burmese soldier to accept a 
ceasefire overture made by 
the drug warlord, not even 
at the regional or local 


level," he said 

Mr. Khun Sa says he is 
fighting for the indepen- 
dence of Shan state and 
only taxes opium traders 
passing through his zones of 
control in the remote north- 
east of Burma. 

Burmese opposition 
sources, while acknowledg- 
ing Khun Sa's involvement 
in the drugs business, say 
many genuine Shan nation- 
alists have rallied to him as 
he is commander of tbe only 
effective force in Shan state 
opposing the government. 

Mr. Khun Sa has made 
peace overtures on several 
occasions in the past and for 
years other ethnic minority 
guerrillas suspected he had 
a secret deal with the 
Burmese army as he was 
largely left alone in his 
remote fiefdom. 

But the Burmese military 
launched its first sustained 
offensive against Mr. Khun 
Sa in December 1993 and 
intermittent fighting has 
continued since then. 


Recording with 
late Lennon * 
‘spooky* . 

LONDON (R) — Paul 
McCartney confessed.' it 
was “spooky and very 
wondetfitl” to reunite with 
the Beatles to rcccad with 
John Lennon 15 years after 
he was shot deadL The three 
surviving Beiules came 
together to record Free As 
A Bird and Real Lover that 
Lennon sang on tape just 
before his death in New 
York at the hands of a Zone 
gunman in ~ 1980. 
McCartney, recalling tbe 
'recording with George 
Harrison and Ringo Stair, 
told Today newspaper: “It 
was strange and very 
magic. It was spooky and 
very wonderful. George 
played some great guitar on 
those tracks and we created 
some beautiful harmonies. 

So much so that when 
Ringo heard the playback 
after we bad finished, he 
said: “God it sounds like 
the Beaties.’” Tbe singles 
are due to be released next 
month as part of a 150- t 
track Beatles anthology of 
previously unheard materi- 
al. The three have also 
made a television docu- 
mentary telling the story in 
their own words. 

Stolen $5 million 
Goya recovered in * 
Argentina 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Argentine police have 
recovered a stolen Goya 
portrait valued at up to $5 
million, authorities said. 
The Portrait of Dona Maria 
Teresa Ruiz De Apodaca Y 
Sesma, '-painted by the 
Spanish master Francisco 
De Goya in 1790, was 
stolen from a provincial 
museum 1 2 years ago 
along until other valuable 
art pieces. The approxi- 
mately three feet by four 
feet (one metre by 1.2 
metre) canvas, was recov- 
ered by police from a pick- 
up truck after a chase 
through the posh Buenos { 
Aires neighbourhood of 
Belgrano. Police arrested 
the van's 46-year-old dri- 
ver, whom they said head- 
ed a gang of bank robbers. 

Naked mayor 
hopes to be 
showered with 
votes 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
San Francisco Mayor 
Frank Jordan defended his 
decision to Jump into the 
shower naked with two 
radio disc jockeys, a move 
some saw as a bizarre blun- 
der that could hurt his re- 
election hopes in 10 days. 
The normally-staid 60- 
year-old agreed to shower 
with KRQR Radio talk 
show hosts Mark 

Thompson and Brian 
Phelps, who anived at the 
mayor's home and said he i 
could win extra votes. The ' 
three then stood in the 
shower singing Frank 
Sinatra's My Way on the 
live radio show. “People 
have to know that I have 
another side too, that I’m 
not just totally low-key car 
too serious... ,” Mr. Jordan 
said. 

Flying dwarf 
appeals against 
French grounding 

PARIS (R) — Diminutive 
Manuel Wackenheim | 
wants the European Court 
of Human Rights to take 
action against France for 
banning the bizarre pas- 
time of “dwarf-throwinn". 

The 1.14 metre Frenchman 
is furious he has now lost 
the income he once derived 
from being hurled around 
by burly men. The State 
Council! France's Highest 
administrative court, ruled 
last week that dwarf throw- 
ing was degrading to 
human dignity. Despite 
complaints by 28-year-old 
Wackenheim, the council ^ 
upheld bans on tbe pastime 
by some local councils. 
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A ‘Yes’ supporter is knocked over by police during clashes in Montreal Police dashed with disappointed 
Quebeckers who supported secession from Panada after the results of the referendum was announced (AFP photo) 


Gingrich calls Quebec a warning signal for U.S. 


ATLANTA 00 — House of 
Representatives Speaker 
Newt Gingrich Monday 
described Quebec’s vote on 
independence from Canada 
as a “warning signal** to the 
United States on the dan- 
gers of bilingualism. 

Mr. Gingrich used 
Monday’s Quebec referen- 
dum to repeat his call for 
Congress to enshrine 
English as the only official 
U.S. language — despite 
growing numbers of people 
who speak Spanish or Asian 
languages at home. 

“If we don’t insist on 


renewing our civilisation, 
starting with insisting on 
English as a common lan- 
guage,' we are just going to 
devour this country. Watch 
the Canadian results today,** 
Mr. Gingrich said in a 
speech to a business forum 
at (he Georgia Institute of 
Technology. 

“It’s a serious warning to 
all Americans that allowing 
bilingualism to continue to 
grow is very dangerous and 
that we should insist on 
English as a common lan- 
guage and that it’s what 
binds us together,** the 


Georgia Republican later 
said to reporters. 

“It’s very important to 
take seriously the warning 
signal from Quebec.** 

Voters in the French- 
speaking Canadian province 
of Quebec began casting 
their ballots Monday on the 
question of secerfing from 
the rest of the country, 
where English is die domi- 
nant language. 

Conservative U.S. politi- 
cians have expressed alarm 
at the growth of Spanish, 
particularly in states such as 
California, Texas and 


Florida. The U.S. Census 
Bureau predicts that 
Hispanics will account for 
one in four Americans by 
the middle of the next cen- 
tury, up from one in 10 
today. 

Congress is due to vote 
next year on a piece of leg- 
islation known as the 
English-only bill, which 
would make English the 
official U.S. language and 
prohibit the use of others in 
legal proceedings and bal- 
lots. 


S. African polls overshadowed by row over generals 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
A growing row over the 
impending arrest of white 
generals on murder charges 
wiped South Africa's first 
all-race local elections from 
the main headlines of most 
of the country’s press 
Tuesday. 

- Fenner- Defence Minis ter 
Magnus Malan and 10 other 
former senior officers face 
anest Thursday over the 
massacre of 13 blades dur- 
ing the dying days of 
apartheid eight years ago. 

“Knives out in Malan 
row,” the mass-circulation 
Johannesburg Star pro- 
claimed in its front-page 
banner headline. 

The local government 
elections taking place 
Wednesday were relegated 
down the page. 

However the country’s 
main black newspaper, the 
Sowetan, devoted its front 


page to the election: “On 
your Xs.~Get set.-Go”. 

The election for hundreds 
of metropolitan, urban and 
rural councils around the 
country heralds the death of 
official apartheid, die 
process started last year 
when the country’s first 
ddhoCratici' 7 V elections 
brought black majority rule 
after centuries of white 
domination: ' ' ' " r 

Other parties accused the 
ruling African National 
Congress (ANC) of poli- 
ticking in the timing of the 
action against the former 
generals. 

President Nelson 

Mandela’s spokesman Parks 
Mankahlana said .Tuesday 
the president was unlikely 
to intervene in the row, 
despite pleas by the former 
Tilling National Party for 
them to be granted tempo- 
rary exemption from prose- 


cution, until a commission 
set up to probe crimes dur- 
ing apartheid begins early 
early next year. 

“He (Mandela) wants to 
respect the independence of 
the judiciary.. JJe is being 
cautious not to send a signal 
that people suspected of 
involvement *. in- 

violence.- can be pardoned 
at foe blink of an eye," Mr. 
Mankahlana said. 

Despite the row, political 
analysts say crime and 
grinding poverty are main 
concerns of some 13 mfllioo 
people expected to vote in 
the polls. 

The black-led govern- 
ment’s perceived failure to 
combat crime has become 
the key platform of parties 
both to the left and right of 
the political spectrum, 
although the ANC counters 
by saying that lawlessness 
is a legacy of apartheid. 


The government says a 
serious crime is committed 
every 17 seconds, more than 
50 people are murdered 
every day and a robbery 
committed every six min- 
utes. 

Me Mandela, who came 
to power after the first all- 
race elections in April last 
year, urged voters not to 
bring back apartheid-creat- 
ed local authorities that had 
failed them in the past 

“On Nov. 1 we must com- 
plete the task we began in 
April last year when we 
used our vote to take South 
Africa from apartheid to 
democracy,” Mr. Mandela 
told supporters at the week- 
end. 

Mr. Mandela has des- 
cribed the polls as a water- 
shed in the transition to 
majority rule. 


Canada steps back from 
the brink in Quebec vote 


MONTREAL (R) — Canada pulled back from the brink of 
breaking apart Tuesday after the French-speaking province 
of Quebec voted by the narrowest of margins to stay in the 
country. 

In a nail-biting conclusion to Monday’s referendum, 
biggest threat to Canada’s unity in its 128-year history, sep- 
aratists were defeated by a razor-thin majority, 50.6 per 
cent to 49.4. 

As the rest of the country watched with bated breath, the 
pro-Canada camp clawed bade an early lead by the sepa- 
ratists, only gping ahead with nearly 70 per cent of votes 
counted. 

It was the second failed tad for secession by Quebec in 15 
years. Separatists were beaten 60 to 40 per cent in 1980. 

But after coming tan tali singly dose to victory, separatists 
immediately served notice that they will try again to take 
the French-speaking province out of Canada. 

“We want a country and we will have it,” Quebec Premier 
Jacques Parizeau yelled to a crowd of supporters in 
Montreal after he conceded defeat 

Political analysts said the narrowness of the result sug- 
gested the Quebec issue bad not been settled and Canada 
could be riven by dissension for years. 

The unofficial final count put the margin of defeat for the 
separatists at only 53,000 votes out of 4.7 million cast 

A strong majority of French-speakers, who make up 82 
per cent of the Quebec population, voted for independence. 
But an overwhelming majority of English-speakers and 
immigrant groups rejected secession. 

A bitter Parizeau lashed out at these groups- “We are beat- 
en it is true. But by what? Money and the ethnic vote," he 
told supporters. “We (French-speakers) voted for ‘yes’ by a 
margin of 60 per cent.” 

Tension ran high on the streets of Montreal after the vote 
as Crowds of angry young separatists and Canadian unity 
supporters taunted each other and clashed. 

Four people, including three police officers, were injured 
and 50 arrested as police clashed with hundreds of demon- 
strators, eyewitnesses said. 

Separately, in the Montreal suburb of VaudreuiL the elec- 
toral district office of Daniel Johnson, leader of the anti- 
separatist forces in Quebec, was badly damaged by a fixe. 

Police said they could not directly tie the fire to the refer- 
endum result, but they suspected arson. No one was injured 
in the fire. 

The main confrontations between police and demonstra- 
tors occurred as hundreds of separatists tried to reach a 
Montreal nightclub where supporters of Canadian unity cel- 
ebrated their victory in the referendum. 

An eyewitness said that one man seen lying on the ground 
about four city blocks from the club was taken to hospital 
by ambulance . 

The three police officers were only slightly injured. 

Some of the demonstrators hurled rocks and bottles at 
police and made a bonfire out of Canadian unity placards. 
They al so burned a Canadian fla g. 

In one skirmish, five separatists were dragged away by 
police bleeding ami chanting: “We want a country. Quebec 
for Quebeckers.” 

Witnesses said foe main clashes were between police and 
separatists but some unity supporters were also involved. 

Prime Minister Jean Chretien called on Canadians to 
dose ranks and heal foe wounds of the bitter campaign. 

“The time has come for reconciliation," Mr. Chretien said 
in a televised speech from the national capital of Ottawa. 

Criticised for underestimating foe threat from the sepa- 
ratists, Mr. Chretien threw himself into foe campaign to 
save Canada only in the last week. In a desperate bid to 
save the country, he offered his personal support in the final 
days before the vote for changes to the Canadian constitu- 
tion long sought by Quebec to protect its french language 
and culture. 

“Let us work together to bring about foe necessary 
changes. In particular this iodudes the recognition of foe 
distinct character of Quebec sotiety,” Ml Chretien said in 
an olive branch to foe separatists. 

' U.S. President Bill Clinton telephoned Ml Chretien after 



A man wipes away tears as the results of the referen- 
dum come In at the Yes party headquarters in Montreal 
(AFP photo) 


the vote to express his support for a strong mid united 
Canada. Washington was relieved at foe outcome because 
political chaos north of the border could have hurt the 
world’s biggest trading relationship. 

Outside Quebec, Canadians breathed a huge sigh of relief 
as their country survived the gravest challenge in its 128- 
year history. They cried for joy, sang foe national anthem, 
“O Canada", and waved the rad and white maple leaf flag 
in celebration. 

The Canadian dollar soared two U.S. cents in relief at the 
narrow victory and Canadian bonds and treasury bills also 
jumped. Toronto stocks were poised to leap when die mar- 
ket opened Tuesday. 

But financial analysts said the dosehess of foe vote raised 
troubling questions about foe future of foe country and the 
market optimism might not last 

The separatists looked headed for a decisive defeat until 
only three weeks ago when their c harismati c leader Lucien 
Bouchard began criss-crossing the province making 
speeches calling for Quebec to take charge of its own des- 
tiny. 

His message struck a deep vein of emotion among 
French- speakers, who have been increasingly frustrated by 
more than a decade of failed negotiations with Canada to 
rewrite die constitution to settle Quebec’s grievances. 

Meanwhile France Tuesday reaffirmed its preferential ties 
with Quebec after separatists in the Francophone province 
narrowly lost a bid for independence from Canada. 

The Bench Foreign Ministry, calling Quebec an “essen- 
tial partner" in foe Francophone world, said Prime Minister 
Alain Juppe would visit Quebec in 1996 as part of a regu- 
lar exchange confirming historic Transatlantic ties. - 

“Fiance takes note of the result of this consultation,” the 
ministry said in a statement after opponents of indepen- 
dence took 50.6 per cent in Monday's referendum against 
49.4 per cent for secession. 

“(France) plans quite naturally to confirm and develop its 
direct and preferential relations which link it to Quebec, an 
essential partner in the Francophone world,” die statement 
said. 


Wife says Yeltsin getting better 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, rushed to hos- 
pital last week with heart 
problems, is doing better, 
and his wife Naina Tuesday 
appealed to journalists not 
to “breed fear” with their 
reports on his health. 

“I can say with relief that 
Boris Nikolayevich is doing 
better” ITAR-TASS news 
agency quoted Naina 
Yeltsin as saying. 

She added: “Of course we 
are all worried — the fami- 
ly above all — but I think, 
there is no need to talk 
about foe president’s inabil- 
ity to carry out his duties, 
about the (nuclear) button 
being out of control as soon 
as be falls ill. 

“This just breeds fear 
among the people and life is 
troublesome enough 

already. Neither the press 
nor the television need to do 
this. The president, his fam- 
ily and Russians should be 
treated with understand- 
ing." 

she said Mr. Yeltsin had 
already started working on 
official documents and was 
becoming “more active”. 

Ml Yeltsin’s illness. 


which, sent^ shock waves 
through Russia’s political 
scene and unsettled world 
markets, was his second 
mDd heart attack in less 
than four months. 

On the last occasion the 
Russian president, 64, was 
out of action for four weeks 
— two weeks in hospital 
and two in a sanatorium. 

Ml Yeltsin fell ill again 
last week after returning 
from a hectic trip to France 
and the United States. He 
has not been seen in public 
since bis return and no pic- 
tures or television footage 
have been released since be 
was taken to hospital. 

Kremlin aides, who say 
foe stresses of the U.S. trip 
were a factor behind his ill- 
ness, insist Yeltsin remains 
in charge of Russia. But 
doctors have advised him 
not to receive visitors. 

Interfax News Agency 
quoted Naina as saying she 
was determined to ensure 
that Mr. Yeltsin, who is suf- 
fering from an ischaemic 
condition which disrupts 
the flow of blood to the 
heart, completed his course 

of treatment. 


“In July when be had an 
ischaemic crisis, he did not 
complete his treatment and 
went back to work,” she 
said. “Of course be will get 
more and more active every 
day, but he has to complete 
"his treatment" 

Naina Yeltsin usually 
keeps a low profile in 
Russian political life, but 
she lashed out at the media 
the last time when Ml 
Y eltsin was ill, telling them 
to stop misreporting the 
facts. 

“He is a human being, so 
why can’t people treat him 
like one? Suddenly, as pres- 
ident, apparently he has to 
become a metal robot” she 
said at the time. “1 don't 
envy the person who takes 
the president’s seat It is a 
hand life.” 

ITAR-TASS said Monday 
that Mr. Yeltsin would have 
to stay in hospital for at 
least three weeks. 

But spokesman Sergei 
Medvedev told Interfax he 
was uot aware of such a 
decision by doctors. He also 
doubted Mr. Yeltsin would 
meet senior officials 

Tuesday. 


S. Korean prosecutors to summon Roh 


SEOUL (R) — Disgraced 
South Korean ex-President 
Roh Tae-Woo has been 
summoned to appear before 
state-prosecutors who want 
to grill him over a $654 mil- 
lion fortune be secretly 
amassed, prosecutors said 
Tu^day. 

Mr. Roh was instructed to 
show up at the prosecutor 
general’s office Wednesday 
morning, an official said. 

He would be the first 


South Korean president to 
appear before prosecutors. 

No president has faced 
legal action, but public 
pressure is mounting op foe 
government to make an 
example of Mr. Roh. - 

“The questioning is 
expected to take a very long 
time. It will begin at 10 am 
(0100 GMT) and continue 
late into the night,” Moon 
Yoong-Ho, the prosecutor 
in charge of the case was 


quoted by Yonhap News 
Agency as saying. 

%’s inevitable he would 
be recalled,” Ml Moon 
said. 

Yonhap said prosecutors 
would question Mr. Roh 
about when and .how the 
secret fond was raised, who 
contributed to it, whether 
money was provided to rul- 
ing and opposition politi- 
cians, and if there were any 
funds stashed overseas. 
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Success over troubled water 

OF ALL the important regional issues dealt with at 
the Middle East and North Africa (MENA II) 
economic summit, which concluded successfully last 
night, water, appeared to be the most pressing since it 
is the lifeline to all economic planning and develop- 
ment both at the national and regional levels. Not 
surprisingly, the World Bank drew attention to this 
major problem in the course of the conference when 
its vice president warned that unless the countries of 
the Middle East and North Africa paid more attention 
to solving it, all efforts for regional development 
would come to naught. 

We find the World Bank proposal to convene a 
Middle East and North Africa summit on water next 
year a very valuable and timely contribution. There 
are dire facts which should shock us all into action. 
Seven out of 16 states in this part of the world are 
already using 100 per cent of their renewable water 
resources. Eight nse less than 500 cubic metres of 
water per capita annually, a watershed point below 
which water use would become dangerously acute. 
Unless something is done about this side of the 
problem, wi thin the next 30 years, most of the 
countries in the two regions would cross this critical 
point. 

Where we take exception to the World Rank ideas is 
over some of its recommendations for easing the 
burden especially when it suggests that less water 
should be diverted for agricultural use. The Bank 
estimates that 90 per cent of all regional water is being 
used for agriculture and proposes therefore that 
agricultural production be curtailed until water can 
be used more efficiently and priced higher to discour- 
age waste. We can all be supportive of the call for a 
more efficient use of water by, for example, the 
deployment of drip irrigation methods and by reason- 
ably hiking its price. But to suggest that the countries 
concerned should sacrifice their strategic food needs 
in order to ensure their strategic water needs would be 
tantamount to solving one problem by creating 
another. 

I The World Bank’s panacea in this regard rests on 

i the hard economic fact that agriculture consumes a lot 
of the available water but contributes only 15-20 per 
cent of the gross domestic product. Yet we all know 
that efficient Conning and the establishment of an 
agricultural industry, for example, can be just as 
valuable to gross national product of a country as any 
other industrial production. Besides, not all countries 
are endowed with the necessary natural resources or 
the sophisticated technology to opt for non- 
agriculturat industiral production instead of an agri- 
cultural one. 

We can think of other ways to deal with the water 
crisis hccd-on. Regional understandings and coopera- 
tion can lend very important support to the efforts to 
solve the water aspect of regional development. That 
is why we have multilateral talks emanating out of the 
ongoing peace process to resolve the problem. We 
have not exhausted discussions on these issues yet and 
many of us are pinning high hopes on them to settle 
part of the problem, at least. Desalination of sea water 
is still a viable economic option that, cannot be ruled 
out. Last, but not (east, and by its owiradmission, the 
Bank says that half of all municipal water was being 
wasted because of water leakage. This is obviously an 
area where the Bank and the donor countries can lend 
valuable support. There are also some water re- 
sources that have yet to be tapped. Investment in this 
field can also be money well spent. 

No matter where the answer lies, though, the World 
Bank was right in raising the issue of water so 
forcefully and effectively at the summit. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily demanded thai the 
Jordanian government be more daring in its dealings with 
the United States and that the Kingdom should enjoy the 
same benefits offered by Washington to Egypt and Israel 
for signing their peace treaties. It is true thar peace is very 
beneficial to all parties in the Middle East region but this 
peace in which Jordan is involved is an American- 
sponsored peace and the United States ought to offer the 
parties involved in it something concrete, said Tareq 
Masarweh who added that although the Kingdom does not 
aspire to get S3 billion in annual aid like Israel has been 
receiving since its conclusion of the peace treaty with 
Cairo. Nothing should prevent Jordan from announcing 
that it is not satisfied with what it is getting as dividends of 
peace and the Kingdom should not be cower*: into 
submission to Washington's will, demanded the writer. 
Referring to an address at the Amman summit by U.S. 
Secretary of Commerce Ronald Brown urging the private 
sector to invest in Jordan's projects, the writer said it was 
doubtful that the private sector would be interested in 
infrastructure services which is the duty of the state which 
in turn should be helped by the U.S. administration, 
financially and technically, to carry out such projects. He 
said that the United States could at least offer Jordan 
preferential treatment allowing its goods free access into 
the American market. ■ 

A WRITER in A1 Dnstonr said the Arab League secretary 
general had uttered eloquent and beautiful words before 
die Amman economic summit when he called for coordina- 
tion among Arab countries at the economic and political 
levels so that the Arab Nation could become strong again 
and secure the liberation of its occupied lands including 
Jerusalem. If Dr. Esmat Abdul Maguid wants this to be 
done it is his duty to take the first step as the league’s chief 
and it is his responsibility to take the initiative in preventing 
the Arab economies from falling under the hegemony of 
the Israeli economy, said Taher Al Adwan. Liberating the 
Arab lands goes hand in hand with liberating the Arab 
countries’ economies, and the Arab League should find the 
right mechanism to achieve that goal, the writer demanded. 


The vertical vs the horizontal: 

National security depends on well- being of neighbours 


The following statement by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan was made at the 
dinner party for the participants in the 
MENA summit hosted by His Royal High- 
ness on Monday evening: 


THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
in the last two days are 
largely due to the goodwill 
and generosity of all those 
who have participated in 
this gathering, and in build- 
ing peace and prosperity, it 
is self-evident that we have 
to redouble our efforts to 
make up for lost time. But 
provided the wilt is there 
the effort is less demanding 
and more rewarding. I 
know that what lies ahead is 
a great deal of hard work. 
But, unlike the previous 
phase, such hard work is of 
a very satisfying and re- 
warding nature. We should 
not respond to sceptics by 
attempting or pretending to 
take easy short cuts, for 
they do not exist and I think 
that in building a sound 
foundation that they should 
not exist. 

The key question is not: 
“What has been achieved 
or delivered as a peace di- 
vidend during the last year 
or the last month or the last 
week or the last two days?" 
The important question to 
consider is: "How are 
changes in the regional map 
inducing each and every na- 
tion. and every people in 
the MENA area, to reassess 
its national agenda?" 

A meaningful new agen- 
da for the Middle East 
should include two basic 
dimensions. Firstly, a rede- 
finition of “national secur- 
ity.” And secondly, a nur- 
turing of a “conversation" 
or dialogue within the re- 
gion, and between the re- 

g ’on and the outside world. 

i reality these two dimen- 
sions are closely linked. 

In talking about redefin- 
ing security, my purpose is 
not to evoke a theoretical 
or academic debate. But 
there is an urgent need for 
all of us to reassess the 
relation of security between 
states (or what has been 
termed as “vertical secur- 
ity"), and security within 
states (or “horizontal secur- 
ity"). In the past, many in 
our region assumed that it 
was possible to address the 
first while ignoring the 


second. Today, it is becom- 
ing abundantly clear that in 
our small neighbourhood in 
the Middle East, security 
between states is signifi- 
cantly dependent on what 
goes on within states. 

Therein lies the point of 
departure for redefining 
and broadening the under- 
standing of national secur- 
ity. When I look at the 
contribution of Merrill 
Lynch. Standard & Poors 
and Moody's, and I am 
described as hopeful, I re- 
gard it as a great blessing. 
When I am described in 
terms of positive expecta- 
tion I begin to feel more 
Secure. The prosperity of 
each nation is ultimately 
dependent on the well- 
being of its neighbours — 
that is the business we are 
engaged in — the well- 
being of our peoples and 
our neighbours. Peace 
'treaties can address “vertic- 
al security" or relations be- 
tween states but it is in the 
joint effort at peace build- 
ing among our peoples that 
is the way of promoting 
security within each of our 
societies lies. 

Redefining national 
security has in fact been 
initiated. We can see 
Israelis taking an active in- 
terest in the well-being of 
Palestinians in Gaza, Nab- 
lus. Jenin and Jericho. 
Similarly, Palestinians arc 
concerned with the security 
of Israelis within Israel. We 
are approaching the point 
when the people of Beirut. 
Damascus, Tel Aviv, Jeru- 
salem, Amman and Cairo 
take an active interest in 
each other's welfare and 
prosperity. And if it is not 
out in the open, surely it is 
there on the airwaves with 
all the Internet, with all the 
teledemocracy. I cannot be- 
lieve effectively that what is 
happening here today is not 
being watched further 
afield. But effective lead- 
ership is about filtering such 
concerns to the grassroots. 
In the new agenda. Human; 
Resource Development at 
the regional level has to 
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replace the arms race as a ample of communal vio- inter-communal confronta- 


practical means for promot- 
ing security. The ultimate 
objective is the dismantling 
of barriers to arrive at a 
zone of shared prosperity. 

This takes me to the 
second pillar of the new 
agenda: the promotion of a 
conversation among the 
different cultures. At the 
starting point, what 1 would 
like to emphasise is the 
importance of delinking 
Islam and international ter- 
rorism. It goes without 
saying that we should all 
oppose terrorism in all its 
forms and whatever the 
source. An eminent scholar 
has aptly said that the issue 
of terrorism is fraught with 
many confusions, purveyed’ 
by people including 
academics who see their 
contribution as preying on 
the anxieties of others. He 
added, (and I quote), 
"there are many terrorists 
who arc not Muslims, and 
the history of modern poli- 
tical terror, from the Fe- 
nians, the Armenian Dash- 
nak and the opponents of 
the Czars onwards, suggests 
that terrorism has a rather 
more ecumenical origin.... 
Most acts of terrorism are 
committed in situations of 
communal violence." 

Acts of violence associ- 
ated with Muslim immig- 
rants in Europe and else- 
where are in reality an ex- 



lence. They have nothing to 
do with Islam as such. They 
relate more to racial con- 
flict and socio-economic 
stagnation. Within the 
MENA region itself, and 
according to the World 
Bank, GNP per capita dur- 
ing 1980-1993 has declined 
at an average rate of 2.4 per 
cent per annum. In contrast 
in the high income econo- 
mies it increased annually 
by 2.2 per cent. In Jordan, 
we have managed to re- 
verse previous negative 
trends. Per capita income 
increased since 1992 at an 
average annual rate of 4 per 
cent. 

The debate within Isla- 
mic societies is not about 
how to challenge the West, 
but how to respond and 
organise themselves to deal 
with their material back- 
wardness. The majority of 
the moderate voices within 
the Islamic World have not 
hit the headlines for mod- 
eration docs not make 
• news. It should be our task 
to ensure that these voices 
of moderation are heard 
both within the region and 
outside. 

A constructive dialogue 
between the different faiths 
is an essential component of 
the required new agenda. 
Otherwise we may easily 
regress into a new form of 
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inter-communal confronta- 
tion that will undermine the 
peace being concluded 
among governments. That 
is why Jordan has been 
promoting inter-religious 
dialogue and intercultural, 
intercivilisational dialogue 
through the last two de- 
cades. Since our meeting in 
Casablanca last year, a 
pioneering step has been 
undertaken in this regard in 
establishing this dialogue, 
not least of all in the hearts 
of our interlocutors in Brus- 
sels at the EU, and I thank 
those interlocutors. 

I look forward with you 
to continuing this process 
through Barcelona and 
beyond and I hope these 
two pillars of this agenda to 
which I have referred will 
effectively ensure that we 
are thinking not only of 
material benefit but of mor- 
al uplift, not only of a com- 
mitment which is pragma- 
tic, but a commitment 
which is ethical and moti- 
vated by our concern for 
the greatest good for the 
greatest number. I thank 
you all for your kind atten- 
tion and your patience and 
for those obsessed with 
short-term financial calcula- 
tions, one may say: what 
value do you attach to one 
human life saved whether 
Muslim. Jewish or Christ- 


Old, new readers value serious, credible newspaper 


To the Editor: 

I READ with great interest your special issue of 
Oct. 26, 1995. Congratulations on the 20th 
anniversary of the Jordan Times. 

Ernesto Gomez Abascal, 
Ambassador or Cuba 
fto Jordan and Syria), 
Damascus 

MANY CONGRATULATIONS to the Jordan 
Tunes on its 20th anniversary. In wishing its 
staff further progress and success, we note with 
much satisfaction the newespaper’s tradition of 
recruiting and training new journalists who sub- 
sequently become a model of credibility and 
professionalism to Jordanian colleagues. May 
the Jordan Times continue to stand out as a dis- 
tinguished media institution. 

Editor and stall. 

AI Ordon (weekly) 
newspaper, 

Amman. 

YOUR NEWSPAPER represents a shining side 
of Jordan, that which aspires to democracy, 
progress and enlightenment. I wish that our 
Arabic-language newspapers enjoyed the same 
ethical and professional journalistic courage as 
the Jordan Times. On your 20th anniversary, and 
on behalf of all my colleagues here. I wish you 
and your staff further success in playing your 
highly positive role in the Jordanian media. 

Haru Hourani, 

Director General. 

Al Urdun AI Jadid 
Research Centre. 

Amman. 


TWENTY YEARS of growth, success and 
achievement. What more would one expect from 
a serious newspaper known throughout its histo- 
ry for its truthfulness and credibility? Reading 
the “elegant" Jordan Times almost everyday has 
introduced two elements into my life. Reading 
has become an enjoyable habit, and the Jordan 
Times, itself, has become an essential element in 
my daily routine. Beyond any doubt, and despite 
all the tools of suppression which “some" had 
tried to use against toe Jordan Times during cer- 
tain periods of its existence, our journal will 
continue its march towards becoming "The 
Times" of toe Arab World. 

Said D. Khalifeh, 

Amman. 


THE JORDAN Times is one of the main sources 
of information about Jordan. It is unique in the 
sense that it carries articles that other newspa- 
pers do not carry. This is due in part to the nature 
and education of the Jordan Times staff, who dig 
for the information, verily its sources and write 
about it objectively. Another reason for the good 
performance of the newspaper is that it bits a 
higher margin of freedom as an English daily. 
Despite its limited circulation, which is much 
less than that of its Arabic sister Al Rai daily, for 
example, it is of great value for researchers, 
scholars and the foreign community in Jordan. 
Despite the difficulties posed by tlx: Press and 
Publications Law, the Penal Code and the law 
banning the revealing of state secrets and docu- 
ments. and the restrictions imposed by toe exec- 
utive power on the flow 1 of information to peo- 
ple. the Jordan Times was often able to over- 
come such difficulties. We wish the Jordan 
Times every progress and prosperity because we 
know that you sometimes had to walk a tight 
rope in order to win press freedom. 

Abdullah Hammoudch. 

Hammoudch Advertising 

Agency, 

Amman. 

ALLOW ME to extend my greetings to the staff 
of toe Jordan times for fneir strenuous efforts in 
producing a paper that is credible, authentic and 
trustworthy for so man;, people. Many acquain- 
tances of mine praise the way news items are 
edited and presented. However. I know for cer- 
tain that you will always accept criticism, espe- 
cially when it is well intended. To begin with, 
you have a problem in the erratic distribution of 
the Jordan Times, Moody distributors some- 
times forget to bring it to the bookshop where 1 
usually buy it. “Forgetting" is an excuse they use 
but it is not justified. So I call on you to put more 
pressure on the distributors to do their job or else 
design a course for them on how their memories 
can be improved. The second point I would like 
to raise is on whether Dr. Ahmad Majdoubch’s 
articles could be translated and used in an Arabic 
daily like A I Ra’i. Dr. Majdoubch deals with 
important issues in the educational field and he 
is worth translating into Arabic for the benefit of 
ordinary Jordanian readers, I am ready to do 
such a job if Dr. Majdoubeh is interested and 
nobody volunteers to do it. 

Khadcr AI A trash, 

P.O. Box 410647, 

Amman 11141. 

THE JORDAN Times qualifies for felicitations 
and commendations for bringing current news at 
the doorsteps of its readers and also “sensation- 


al news" in its “Column Eight" on the back 
page. During my three years as a diplomat at the 
Pakistani Embassy in Amman, I thoroughly 
enjoyed reading the Jordan Times. Your claim 
“to celebrate not only because the J.T. has sur- 
vived against, at times, insurmountable odds, 
but also because the newspaper has achieved a 
decent level of respectability, maturity and reli- 
ability at this very tender age" is fully justified. 
As it is said that “it grows as it goes." the Jordan 
Times has indeed over the years added many 
feathers to its hat. However, there is one point 
which I would like to bring to your attention, 
and which was shared by some of my colleagues 
in the diplomatic circle in Amman. It is that toe 
Jordan Times is uneven — l would not say par- 
tial in reporting events of a country vis-a-vis 
i(s neighbours. I hope you get my message and I 
would not like to contest or elaborate on this, 
and leave it to your judgement I would like to 
congratulate you once again for bringing out an 
excellent newspaper and not being the 
“Izvestia" of Jordan. As I miss my friends and 
colleagues in Jordan. I really do miss reading the 
Jordan Times daily. The 20to anniversary of 
your newspaper is an occasion for which you 
amply qualify to celebrate and rejoice. 

Shaukat AU Mukadam, 

First Secretary/Head of 
Chancery, 

Embassy or Pakistan, 
Baghdad. 

MAY I lake this opportunity to congratulate the 
Jordan Times on its 20th anniversary. Despite 
having only been in the country for less than a 
month, ] am already an avid reader and reach for 
your paper first thing in ihe morning to get toe 
latest economic, world and local news. 

Hector Low, 

Manager, Language Centre, 
The British Council, 
Amman. 


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to each and every one 
at the Jordan Times. 1 cannot believe that 20 
years have passed since our friendship started. 

Saiiba Khouri, 

Amman. 

KEEP UP the good work. Happy 20th birthday. 

Kumar Malhotra, 

Marianna AI Far, 

BBC office, 

Amman. 
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SO, THE MIDDLE East 
and North Africa 
Economic Summit, office- j 
tionately called MENA, ; 
has come and gone. 
Already the last strag- 
glers are jumping up and 
down on their suitcases 
in a vein attempt to cram 
in them the vast quanti- 
ties of literature which, 
doubtless, will enrich 
their lives in the long 
winter evenings ahead. 

As we bid farewell to 
our honourable guests, 
and life in Amman 
returns to its normal 
pace, I would be negli- 
gent not to avail myself 
of this opportunity to 
address a special word of 
thanks to that fine body 
of men and women that 
made it all possible: 
Jordanian bureaucrats. 

The MENA conference, 
we remind ourselves, 
was, essentially, an exer- 
cise designed for the ben- 
efit of the private sector. 
Its objective was to 
encourage Jordanian 
businessmen to come out 
of the closet (or, to be 
more accurate, to bring 
their fortunes out of the 
closet), and to explore 
with their foreign homo- 
■logues the prospects of 
joint ventures that would 
enrich both parties, and 
their societies through 
the much acclaimed 
: trickle down effect. But 
this does not in any way 
diminish the credit due to 
toe public sector. 

So keen were qur 
bureaucrats to help toe 
Jordanian businessman, 
that they took it upon 
themselves to decide for 
him which projects will 
be discussed, and with 
whom. They even spared 
him the effort of deciding 
whether to attend the i 
conference or not, by 
selecting the business- 
men that would be pre- 
sent. 

Nor were we, as hosts, 
less attentive to the needs 1 
of our guests, who were 
spared any inconve- 
nience, even the bother of 1 
taking a taxi. Instead, 
according to participants, 
they had to waii endless- 
ly, each in the bus 
assigned to him until toe 
vehicle filled up. while 
other buses were zoom- 
ing about empty, to 
unknown destinations, all 
contributing to one of 
Amman's most spectacu- 
lar traffic jams. 

However, toe most 
remarkable quality of the 
Jordanian bureaucrat is 
his consistency; particu- 
larly, his unshakable faith 
in, and unwavering devo- 
tion to the infrastructure. 
The summit allocated 
vast sums to improving 
tije infrastructure, so that 
tourists and businessmen 
would be encouraged to 
come to Jordan and, hav- 
ing got here, to part with 
their money. Is there an 
echo or have we heard 
this before ? Was this not 
toe objective of develop- 
ment plans in the good 
old decade of the oil 
boom ? In fact, were we 
not told that this objec- 
tive has already been 
realised ? 

No matter. The exer- 
cise was impressive. So 
much so that 1 asked a 
businessman friend of 
mine: “What was the 

best thing that you got 
out of toe summit T His 
answer reminded me of 
Hawkeye in toe popular 
TV series MASH. When 
asked what was the best 
thing he got out of toe 
army, he answered: 
“Me!" Apparently, my 
friend went abroad for 
the duration of toe con- 
ference, in order to get 
some business done. 
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Chairman’s statement at 
closing of MENA summit 

Following is the full text of a statement read by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
chairman of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) summit at the closing session of the three- 
day summit on Tuesday: 


I WOULD like to say that it is 
my duty in terms of what I have 
before me of the remaining 
moments with you, to say a few 
words, not only on behalf of 
the Chair, but 1 hope, on be- 
half of all the Friends of the 
Chairman , of whom I recognise 
many among you, who nave 
participated in the responsibil- 
ity of guiding the discussions of 
the last few days, not only at 
this plenary but also in the four 


approa 
the ye; 


I think it is self-evident that 
the thematic approach has con- 
tributed a qualitative differ- 
ence to the work of this process 
and it ismy hope that I think Z 
share with many of you, that 
the creative ideas intended to 
sustain a new era of peace 
through a process of socio- 
economic development win 
prove effective in improving 
the quality of life of people in 
this region, of addressing and 
rectifying the existing dispari- 
ties; that this thematic 
laefa will give dividends in 
; yean ahead. It was evident 
that during these discussions 
the issue of regional coopera- 
tion and integration was re- 
garded as a process that must 
be actively pursued in order for 
economies of scale to be 
addressed in the perspective of 
projects, where feasibility is a 
yardstick that cannot be 
achieved otter than through 
close attention to detail. 
Financing mechanisms for tbe 
region have assumed a high 
level of attention during the 
discussions, I am glad to say, 
and where views have diverged 
on the necessity to establish 
new financial mechanisms, I 
am glad to say that the main 
conclusion of the conference 
has emerged in identifyiim the 
region's immense potential, a 
potential that must be nurtured 
through -concrete measures to 
be adopted in an inter- 
disciplinary manner and to 
serve as a basis for the aspired 
developmental goals. 

Our vision, laches and gent- 
lemen, has come doser to real- 
ity, through focusing on what 
Klaus Schwab describes as the 
“spirit of Amman," the facili- 
tator between government, 
business and international fi- 
nance institutions. Tbe need to 
rehabilitate this region has to 
be addressed. Peaceful rela- 
tions have been redefined. We 
are no longer speaking of an 
East-West axis but are going 
further to addressing ana 
enabling new concepts to 
emerge such , as special econo- 


mic zones, regional trade hubs, 
and transportation hubs. Col- 
lectively we might even dare to 
think of a logistic hub that can 
serve the Middle East. 
Mediterranean area. Eastern 
Europe, and West Asian coun- 
tries. A new linkage between 
trade and transport has 
emerged in tbe new reality of 
peace which must be capital- 
ised upon sooner rather than 
later. 

I personally am delighted 
that the water issue has re- 
ceived the attention it de- 
serves, that the concept of a 
Water Summit next year has 
been tabled. The discussion has 
moved from generalisations to 
specialisation, with emphasis 
placed on creating “growth for 
water” in terms of conserva- 
tion, proper management and 
new water sources including 
tbe use of desalination. 

' In the discussions on trade 
and industry, the inter and 
intra-regional cooperation 
themes nave provided an over- 
all per s pec ti ve, where cumula- 
tive rules of origin, know-how 
transfer, and industrial stan- 
dards have assumed interna- 
tionally accredited characteris- 
tics. 

It is our hope that the Jordan 
Rift Valley development plan 
can establish an institutional 
framework for this concept. A 
request is being positively re- 
ceived on the development of 
such a concept by a principal 
er in the Jordan Valley 
ring Committee and I refer 
here to the government of the 
United States. Our approach, I 
hope, is inclusive, and aims to 
provide the appropriate con- 
text for this ambitious plan. It 
is our virion that the Jordan 
Rift Valley will become a driv- 
foree for the participation 
" regional parties, as well 
as the international community 
at large in order to create a new 
interdisciplinary developmen- 
tal reality where all wm be- 
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I do not wish to tax the 
stamina of the assembled com- 
pany further but let me say that 
the exchange of information, 
which thus far has been an 
annual event, is now commit- 
ted to a process. 

The Peace Internet, I hope, 
will provide ns with a two-way 
channel of communication so 
that we do not discover each 
other anew every time we 
meet. 1 said at tbe outset quot- 
ing Dickens that we live be- 
tween the spline of hope and 
the winter of despair. I still 
would like to describe myself as 
an optimist, and I sincerely 
believe that we are heading 
towards the test of times, ana 
leaving the worst of times be- 
hind us. 

In conclusion, let me say, on 
behalf of His Majesty King 
Hussein, on behalf of everyone 
in Jordan, the prime minister, 
■the government, the minister 
of trade and industry who has 
beaded our national committee 
and all the heads of the diffe- 
rent activities, the private sec- 
tor and sectoral committees, 
the enormous participation and 
enthusiasm, has T believe been 
worth every minute for all of 
us. Our learning curve has 
risen steeply as a result of your 
contribution, and we thank you 
for this opportunity to focus for 
three consecutive days on what 
is truly a civilising, civilisation- 
al contribution to peace- . 
building. 

I look forward to next year's 
activity, next year’s meetings, 
not only the summit, but ail the 
workshops leading to this con- 
clusion, and hope that this pro- 
cess. come the end of this 
decade, will realise qualitative 
change in our shared global 
village. 

It is my duty to announce the 
formal proceedings of this sum- 
mit concluded. 

Thank you and God bless 
you .all. 


Israel, Enron sign gas deal 


(Continued 

Sheikh Hamad said his coun- 
try would lift the primary 
boycott of Israel once "there 
is comprehensive Middle East 
peace." 

The Qatari minister also told 
Reuters that there was "no 
misunderstanding" with. 
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from page 14) 

"Anyone can say what he 
wants,” Sheikh Hamad was 
quoted as saying. “We did not 
precede anyone in normalisa- 
tion. and during the (Arab- 
Israeli) wars, our position 
was clear. And now in peace, 
we hope our brethren will not 
deny us the participation.” 


Amman Declaration 


MENA summit sets ground for action 


Following is the final tact of the Amman Declaration 
released at the end of the Middle East and North Africa 
economic summit that concluded Tuesday: 

ON OCTOBER 29-31, 1995, the second Middle East/ 
North Africa Economic Summit was held in Amman, 
Jordan under the patronage of His Majesty King Hussein 
Bin Talal. The Summit co-sponsored by the United States 
and the Russian Federation, with the support of the 
European Union, Canada, and Japan, brought together 
government and business leaders from the Middle East and 
North Africa, Europe, the Americas, and Asia. 

' Summit participants thank His Majesty King Hussein for 
his able leadership and for tbe extraordinary efforts by 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to make this Summit a 
success. The participants also expressed their appreciation 
for the partnership of the World Economic Forum, which 
assisted so ably in organising this event. 

The goals of the Summit were to facilitate the expansion 
of private sector investment in the region, to cement a 
public-private partnership which will ensure that end, and 
to work to enhance regional cooperation and development. 

In this spirit, business leaders from the Middle East, 
North Africa, and other regions were able to conclude a 
□umber of significant commercial and business transactions 
at the Summit that will help augment the productive 
capacity of the region and contribute to its broad-based 
economic development. These ventures involved projects 
in the fields of tourism, telecommunications, and trans- 
portation. Reflecting this public-private partnership, a 
number of these ventures will benefit from government 
guarantees, technical assistance, and other support from 
the international community. 

Government representatives conducted a series of nego- 
tiations over the past year on institutional aiTangements as 
called for in the Casablanca Declaration which would help 
underpin the peace process. In this respect, the following 
agreements have been reached: 

— A Bank for Economic Cooperation and Development 
in the Middle East and North Africa will be established in 
Cairo. Tbe Bank — as described in its draft articles — will 
be structured to promote development of the private 
sector, support regional infrastructure projects, and pro- 
vide a Forum to promote regional economic cooperation. 
The Task Force will finalise its negotiations by December 
31, 1995 and will continue to explore proposals for the 
creation of a project preparation and financial intermedia- 
tion facility. Those wishing to join the Bank will begin their 
national ratification processes therefore. Others wish to 
leave open the option of joining the Bank at a later date, in 
light of the evolution of institutional arrangements and 
other developments. The Economic Summit will review 
this issue at its next meeting. 

— The establishment of a Regional Tourism Board, the 
Middle East-Mediterranean Travel and Tourism Associa- 
tion, to facilitate tourism and promote the region as a 
unique and attractive tourist destination. The Board will 
include both public and private representatives. 

— Tbe establishment of a Regional Business Council to 
promote cooperation and trade among the private sectors 
of the countries of the region. 

— The formal inauguration of the Economic Summit 
Executive Secretariat, which is located in Rabat and works 
to advance the public-private partnership, promoting 
contacts, sharing data, and fostering private sector invest- 
ment in the region. The participants expressed their 
appreciation to the Moroccan government for its contribu- 
tion to this effort, and confirmed their support for its 
ongoing activities. 

As a complement to the regional institutions called for at 
Casablanca, the Steering Group of the Multilateral Peace 


Negotiations has decided to establish the REDWG Moni- 
toring Committee Secretariat as a permanent regional 
economic institution to be based in Amman. All participat- 
ing parties have agreed that this institution will promote 
and strengthen regional economic cooperation in the 
Middle East and North Africa. The regional parties 
strongly recommend that the Secretariat’s activities will 
cover the range of sectors within the REDWG Monitoring 
Committee's work. i.e. infrastructure, tourism, trade, 
finance, and areas within the Copenhagen Plan of Action. 
The core parties in close consultation with the European 
Union and other members of the Monitoring Committee 
undertake to finalise the appropriate document on the 
structure and operational functions of this institution, 
which will be submitted to the next meeting of the 
REDWG plenary, with a view to the commencement of the 
institution's activities in the first half of 1996. This 
REDWG plenary will consider the matter, take appropri- 
ate action, and report to the upcoming meeting of the 
Multilateral Steering Group. 

The participants at the Summit expressed their strong 
support for continued progress in the peace process begun 
at Madrid exactly four years ago, and the importance of 
achieving a comprehensive peace. Participants took par- 
ticular note of advances made in the past year. Summit 
participants welcomed the signing of the Israeli-Palestinian 
Interim Agreement in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and 
took favourable note of the significant progress made in 
implementing the Treaty of Peace between Israel and 
Jordan. The Summit welcomed tbe decision to organise in 
Paris, in December 1995, the Ministerial Conference on 
Economic Assistance for the Palestinians. The summit also 
took note of the positive contribution made towards peace 
by multilateral working groups. While welcoming an 
increasingly positive atmosphere of openness in the region, 
the Summit recognised that the circle of peace needs to be 
widened. Participants expressed the hope that peace 
agreements between Israel and Syria and Israel and 
Lebanon would be concluded as soon as possible. The 
summit welcomed significant steps taken by regional 
parties to tbe Taba Declaration and by the GCC (the Gulf 
Cooperation Council) with regard to lifting the boycott on 
Israel, and expressed its support for additional efforts to 
end the boycott. 

The participants at the Summit declared their intent to 
implement as soon as possible the understandings reached 
in Amman. With respect to commercial activities, the 
business representatives reaffirmed their intention to fol- 
low through on the commercial ventures reached here and 
explore new opportunities to expand trade and investment 
in the region. On the part of government, the officials 
attending the Summit declared their intention to support 
the activities of the private sector, most particularly by 
getting the new institutions established in Amman up and 
running as soon as possible. The participants also wel- 
comed the measures taken by regional parties to open their 
economies and join the global economy. 

To continue such a process whose blueprint and institu- 
tions have been established here, in Amman today, two 
brotherly countries announced their interest to host the 
next session of the MENA summit. They are Qatar and 
Egypt. 

His Majesty King Hussein conducted the necessary 
consultations with the distinguished representatives of the 
two brotherly states, as well as with other interested 
parties. He gladly announced that Qatar has graciously 
conceded its offer to host the next summit in favour of 
Egypt, who will host it And it has been agreed by all, 
including Jordan, the present host, as well as Egypt and 
others, that Qatar will be the venue of the Middle 
East/North Africa Economic Summit in 1997. 


Jordan performs 
- U.S. officials 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Europeans of the region 
sought a smaller-scale institu- 
tion that would solicit funds 
from existing lenders in the 
region. 

The "real story" of the 
bank, Ms. Spero said, is that 
it "fills a vital financial need 
and represents a significant 
step in the peace process." 

“It is less of a development 
bank than a merchant bank," 
she said. 

Ms. Spero said later in the 
day that the plan was for a 
“lean and mean" bank — $5 
billion in capital — compared - 
to $12 billion for the 
post-World War II European 
Bank for Construction and 
Development (EBRD) and’ 
$40 billion for the Asian 
Bank — will be used to raise 
funds through co-financing 
with existing financial institu- 
tions. The bank will also par- 
ticipate in equity financing, 
offer guarantees and organise 
technical assistance. 

The official said she did not 
feel support was lacking from 
either Europe of the GCC 
countries, saying that “we 
have been negotiating the 
bank with broad support" 
since late last year, and that 
“we had support to actually 
launch the bank." Some Gulf 
states have joined, but Ms. 
Spero declined to identify 
them. 

Seventy per cent of the 
bank’s shares will be sub- 
scribed — the remaining 30 
per cent are reserved for 
those who adopted a “wait 
and see" stand towards the 
bank. 

“Seven European and Gulf 
states haven't joined," she 
said. “Many participants said 
leave the door open'. We 
hope and expect others to 
join as the peace process 
evolves." Ms. Spero said the 
bank's task force hopes to 
have the bank up and running 
within 18 months to two 
years. 

Mr. Ross countered claims 
that the bank had become a 
divisive issue between 
Europe, which is relegated to 
a back seat of Middle East 
peace negotiations, and the 
U.S., the main sponsor of the 
peace process. “Our view of 
the Europeans," said Mr. 
Ross, u is that they are part- . 
ners. They are important in 
creating the underpinnings of 
peace.” 


SIEMENS AG - Jordan Branch 

is proud to annouce the signing of the contract for the installation of 
Local Line Plant Networks for 300.000 Subscriber Lines 




On Oct. 31 1995, the Telecommunications Corporation (TCC) has signed an agreement with SIEMENS AG 
and Partners to install Local Line Plant Networks in several areas all around Jordan at a cost of JD 25 million witbffffifi e 
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framework of the National Telecommunication Programme. 
SIEMENS will implement the project within 36 months. 
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The agreement was signed by TCC Director General Mr. Walid Dweik and Director International Sales Mr. riGU§& tjwnjMjui. , -f-'i-wf £0:. 

on behalf of SIEMENS AG and Partners in the presence of the Chairman of the board of TCC Mr, Jamal Sstraireh, The ^ 
Minister of Post and Communication, The German Ambassador, Dr. Reiners and Member of the Managing Boarcf.gfffi ■" 

SIEMENS AG Prof. Dr. Hans Guenter Danielmeyer 
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Settlers punch 
Hebron schoolgirls 


HEBRON (AFP) — Israeli 
settlers punched and slightly 
injured four Palestinian girls 
and a woman teacher outside 
a school in the flashpoint 
town of Hebron on Tuesday, 
witnesses said. The fracas 
erupted at the Cordoba 
school across from a Jewish 
settlement in the centre of 
Hebron. The injured, includ- 
ing four girls aged between 10 
' and 12, were taken to hospit- 
al but were not seriously 
hurt. Settlers had alreday 
clashed with pupils last 
month when a Palestinian 
flag was raised at the school 
at the start of the new term. 
Some 400 Israeli settlers live 
in the centre of Hebron, 
home to 120,000 Palestinians. 


Rabin wants to nail down 
borders of future Palestine 


Demonstrator 
killed in Gaza 


RAF AH (AFP) — A demon- 
strator was killed and a 
Palestinian policeman 
wounded in a dash over the 
construction of an airport on 
the Gaza Strip on Tuesday, 
police and witnesses said. ' 
Police moved in to break up a 
demonstration by several 
dozen protesters as bulldoz- 
ers cleared the site. General 
Abdul Razek Majaida, 
Palestinian security chief, 
said a demonstrator fired on 
his men. wounding one of 
them. Yusef Abu Snema. 21, 
whose family owns land 
which is being expropriated ' 
for the airport, was shot dead 
in the ensuing exchange of 
Are. A witness said that gun- 
men in a car had fired on the 
police who shot back. 


EU-lsrael accord 
is initialled 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Union (EU) and 
Israel on Tuesday initialled a 
research and development 
accord, completing a broader 
association agreement 
already initialled in July, 
Israeli diplomatic sources 
said. The accords are ex- 
pected to be signed at a meet- 
ing of EU foreign ministers in 
Brussels on Nov. 20, ahead of 
the Nov. 27-28 Euro- 
Mediterranean conference in 
Barcelona. Under the re- 
search and development 
accord, high-tech Israeli com- 
panies may tender for con- 
tracts in Europe on the same 
basis as companeis based in- 
side the EU’s single market. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — - Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin aims to go into 
the November 1996 general 
election with a draft accord 
on the final borders of a 
Palestinian entity, an Israeli 
weekly reported Tuesday. 

The army, meanwhile, 
wants to renegotiate some of 
the West Bank redeployment 
maps signed with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

The Jerusalem Report said 
the prime minister wants to 
launch negotiations with the 
self-rule authority on the fin- 
al status of the Palestinian 
territories as early as March. 

Mr. Rabin’s spokeswoman 
Aliza Goren, contacted by 
AFP, said she was looking 
into the report. 

The prime minister 
announced in parliament ear- 
lier this month that Israel 
plans to annex parts of the 
West Bank, especially 
around Jerusalem, in the 
north along the Israeli bor- 
der, and in the Jordan Val- 
ley. 

According to the Jeru- 
■ salem Report, which quoted 
sources close to the premier. 
Mr. Rabin hopes an accord in 
principle on the future 
Palestinian borders would 
quash criticism of the West 
Bank autonomy accord 
signed on September 28. 

Hie right-wing Likud, run- 
ning neck-and-neck with Mr. 
Rabin's Labour in the opin- 
ion polls, says the accord will 


return Israel to insecure bor- 
ders of before the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

Apart from borders, final 
status talks due to open by 
May also cover the explosive 
issues of Jerusalem and the 
face of Jewish settlements 
and Palestinian refugees. 

Mr. Rabin wants to delay 
negotiations on the other 
issues until after the elections 
but believes PLO fears of a 
right-wing victory would 
facilitate an agreement on 
borders, the Jerusalem Re- 
port said. 

The prime minister has 
said the future Palestinian 
entity would be “less than a 
state," while the Palestinians 
insist on a state of their own 
with annexed east Jerusalem 
as its capital. 

Five years of interim 
Palestinian autonomy were 
launched in Gaza and the 
’ West Bank enclave of Jericho 
in May 1994. 

Under the Sept. 28 accord, 
autonomy is to be extended 
to West Bank towns by the 
end of this year. Hebron, 
where 400 Jews live among 
120,000 Palestinians, has 
been ruled a special case and 
Israeli troops are to stay on. 

An Israeli military official 
revealed Tuesday that the 
army wanted to renegotiate 
some of the maps signed with 
the PLO as part of the West 
Bank deal. 

Chief-of-Staff General 
Amnon Shahak has detected 


several “errors” which 
emerged when comparing the 
maps to the reality on the 
ground, the official told . the 
daily Jerusalem Post. 

As examples, the military 
official said a by-pass road for 
Jewish settlers crossed a zone 
which was to be handed over 
to Palestinian control, like an 
old Jewish cemetery in Heb- 
ron that is to be supervised by 
Israel. 

Sixteen Palestinian homes 
lie in the path of another 
planned by-pass in Hebron, 
the newspaper added. 

Mr. Rabin meanwhile 
warned British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind 
not to visit the PLO’s unoffi- 
cial headquarters in an East 
Jerusalem during a forthcom- 
ing trip. 

“We believe that foreign 
personalities who have min- 
isterial rank should not make 
official visits to the Orient 
House. It is a question of 
principle,” Mr. Rabin told 
the parliamentary foreign 
affairs and defence commit- 
tee. 


“The United States has 
acknowledged this point, but 
the countries of die Euro- 
pean Union have rejected 
it," he added. 

Mr. Rifkind begins on Sun- 
day a six-day tour of the 
Middle east during which be' 
will travel to Israel and the 
Palestinian territories as well 
as Syria, Jordan. Saudi Ara- 
bia, Lebanon and Egypt. 


Israel refuses to permit 
Shaqaqi burial in Gaza 


Shaath lambasts Israeli delays in self-rule 
expansion and Congress vote on Jerusalem 



AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Planning in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
Nabil Shaath strongly criti- 
cised Israel’s attitude vis-a-vis 
the implementation of its 
agreements with the Palesti- 
nian leadership saying that 
the Israeli government’s be- 
haviour was strange and its 
conduct unacceptable. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence on the final day of the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca (MENA) economic sum- 
mit, Dr. Shaath said that 
Israel's credibility was not 
good, adding that the Palesti- 
nians had been going through 
hard times after the signing of 
the Gaza and Jericho deal 
and later after the Washing*, 
ton agreement because of 
■Israel’s delays and procras- 


tutes a violation of the agree- 
ments.” he said, adding that 
the repeated closure of the 
Palestinian territories and the 
siege it imposes on Arab 
towns had been adversely 
affecting the, economic situa- 
tion of die Palestinians in the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. 

The future relationship be- 
tween Palestine and Jordan, 
Dr. Shaath said, is subject to 
the will of the people in the 
two countries who can deter- 
mine their own future with 
their own free will. 


nnations. 

“Israel’s behaviour consti- 


“A special relationship is 
binding the two peoples and 
this relationship forms a solid 
■ foundation for the future af- 
ter the Palestinians win their 
full rights and sovereignty 
over their national soil ana 
after the establishment of an 


independent Palestinian 
state,” he said. 

On Jerusalem. Dr. Shaath 
said the future status of the 
city will be discussed by the 
Israeli and Palestinian sides 
in the final stage of negotia- 
tions due in May of 1996. 

He expressed astonishment 
over Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres’ comment on 
Monday that Israel will never 
give up the Holy City as its 
capital or allow its division. 

“When the Palestinians en- 
tered the negotiations with 
Israel they received interna- 
tional as well as American 
guarantees that the Arab city 
of Jerusalem is regarded as 
an occupied territory since 
1967 ” Dr. Shaath said. 

“We depend on logic, in- 
ternational justice and U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338. which provide 


for the return of all the 
Palestinian lands occupied 
since 1967 in addition to the 
Arab lands in the Golan and 
Lebanon," he said. 

Dr. Shaath said the U.b. 
Congress’ vote to move the 
American Embassy from Tei 
Aviv to Jerusalem was taKen 
to serve election purposes in 
the United States and aimea 
at obstructing the peace pro- 
cess. He said that the vote 
favours Israeli extremists 


P °Dr.°Shaath paid tribute to 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan for 
their unique role and parti- 
cipation in the MENA econo- 
mic summit and said the con- 
ference had achieved great 
results that would reflect very 
positively on the economies 
of the region. 


Peres: Great contribution 


Egypt arrests son 
of Brotherhood 
founder 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Islamic 
Jihad movement in Palestine 
complained on Tuesday that 
Israel had refused to let it 
brings back the body of its 
assassinated leader Fathi 
Shaqaqi for burial in his na- 
tive town of Rafah in self- 
ruled Gaza. 

“Palestinian security 
sources in Gaza informed the 
movement that Israel is refus- 
ing completely to transfer the 


militancy and violence. 

Ramadan Abdullah Shal- 
lah, 38. a Gaza born. 
Western-educated political 
science and economics pro- 
fessor. was unanimously 
elected secretary general of 
Islamic Jihad two days after 
the assassination of Shaqaqi. 

In his first public appear- 
ance after his appointment, 
Mr. Shallah was present at 
Damascus airport when Sha- 
qaqi’s body was flown to 


body of Doctor Shaqaqi to be Syria - fh 

buried in Rafah.” said Ala A1 Mr. Shallah. along .with 
Saftawi, editor of the Islamic Shaqaqi. founded^^Isl^rn.c 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
police have arrested promin- 
ent Muslim Brotherhood 
member Ahmad Seif Al- 
Islam Al-Banna, security 
sources said on Tuesday. 
They said Mr. Banna, son of 
Brotherhood founder Hassan 
A1 Banna and a leading mem- 
ber of the Egyptian Bar 
Association, was arrested on 
Monday night at an election 
rally and detained for ques- 
tioning. Eighty-two members 
of the outlawed Brotherhood 
are already being tried in a 
Cairo military court on 
charges that include forming 
an illegal group, inciting peo- 
ple to revolt against the gov- 
ernment, distributing anti 
government leaflets, and giv- 
ing money to fugitive mili- 
tants and families. 


Sweden to expel 
suspect In bombings 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Sweden decided Tuesday to 
deport Algerian Islamic fun- 
damentalist Abdul Krim De- 
neche. suspected by France 
of involvement in the July 25 
bombing of an underground 
train in Paris, the justice 
ministry announced. But a 
special cabinet meeting de- 
rided that the deportation 
would not take place until a 
host country had agreed to 
take him. The meeting 
ordered the release of De- 
neche, 39. who was arrested 
here on Aug. 21, but said he 
must report three times a 
week to police. A legal advis- 
er to the justice ministry. 
Lars Nilsson, said the cabinet 
had decided Denecbe could 
.not be deported to Algeria 
because of the civil war there 
between fundamentalists and 
the military-backed regime. 
Sweden has refused a French 
extradition request for De-‘ 
neche, saying he had an alibi 
for the bombing at Saint- 
Michel metro station, central 
Paris, in which seven people 
died. 


Jihad’s Al Istiklal newspaper 
in Gaza. 

Islamic Jihad had accused 
Israel’s Mossad of assassinat- 
ing Shaqaqi in Malta last 
Thursday and vowed re- 
venge. Israel did not confirm 
or deny the charge but wel- 
comed his death. Shaqaqi’s 
body was flown to Syria on 
Tuesday for burial there. 

Mr. Saftawi said Islamic 
Jihad believed the U.S. Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) gave Israel the green 
light to kill Shaqaqi. 

“The estimations in the 
Islamic Jihad movement say 
that the American intelli- 
gence looked through the- 
Israeli plan to kill Fathi Sha- 
qaqi. approved it and gave 
the green light for Israel to 
work it out.” he told Reuters. 

"Hus was done in the 
meeting between the head of 
the GA and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin ott 
Thursday, the 19th of Octo- 
ber. in Tel Aviv." Mr. Safta- 
wi said. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Islamic 
Jihad sources in Amman said 
on Tuesday they expected 
Shaqaqi’s successor to tilt the 
movement towards more 


Jihad movement in the early 
1980s in Gaza. In the mid- 
1980s, he moved to Britain to 
continue his academic career 
. before moving to the United 
Slates, where he obtained a 
doctorate in political science 
and economics and taught. 

He was remembered as a 
fiery preacher in Gaza's mos- 
ques before he left for Bri- 
tain. He left the United 
States last year and now re- 
sides in either Lebanon or 
Syria. 

' Islamic Jihad officials said 
that since Shaqaqi ‘s death 
there was a feeling the move- 
ment w-as rapidly tilting to- 
wards violence after months 
of refraining from attacks in 
an uneasy truce with the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA). 

“The truce period with the 
PNA is over. After months of 
quiet, the only thing on the 
movement's mind is re- 
venge.” said an Islamic Jihad 
official. *‘I believe we are 
moving towards armed strug- 
gle and militancy." 

PLO officials said they had 
succeeded a few months ago 
to convince Jihad to suspend 
attacks against Israelis to 
allow the expansion of 


Palestinian Authority to the 
occupied West Bank under a 
self-rule deal. Shaqaqi’s kill- 
ing had tom up this unwritten 
agreement, they added. 

With a hard core of several 
hundred militant followers. 
Islamic Jihad is considered 
more uncompromising in its 
opposition to Israel than the 
larger Hamas militant group. 

Reuven Paz, a lecturer on 
Islamic movements at Israel's 
Haifa University, said Mr. 
Shallah was more involved in 
the political and intellectual 
side of the group than with its 
military operations. 

“He is regarded as a poli- 
tical activist — not a military 
leader.” Mr. Paz said. 

In recent years. Mr. Shai- 
lah headed a tampa. Florida • 
think tank — World Islamic 
Studies Enterprise — former- 
ly affiliated with the Uni- 
versity of Southern Florida, 
and was a contributor to 
“Political Readings." an 
Arabic-languagc quarterly 
journal put out by the insti- 
tute. 

The university cut its ties 
with the institute in June, 
when new* reports linked it 
to extremists. 

The Ycdiot Ahronoi daily 
newspaper said Mr. Shallah 
relayed orders from Shaqaqi. 
who in recent years was 
based in Damascus, to Isla- 
mic Jihad operatives in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Mr. Rabin accused Syria of 
being a major "terrorism” 
centre and expressed pessim- 
ism about chances for a peace 
deal before Israeli elections 
next year. 

Mr. Rabin made the 
charges in an address to. a 
closed-door session of parlia- 
ment’s foreign affairs and de- 
fence commission. 


(Continued from page 1) 
infrastructure.. .the seaport 
(now (hut) Jordan is trying to 
be the centre for the export of 
phosphates and potash — we 
have two ports (Aqaba ami 
Eilat) and both arc under-em- 
ployed — let us have one 
port.” 

“Why have two railroads?" 
he said, referring to Jordan’s 
plans to build a rail network 
while Israel has relatively 
good rail system. 

The focus on Jordanian 
territory for such projects, he 
said, came because “Jordan is 
a far larger country than 
Israel. It has nearly 100,000 
square kilometres while 
Israel, with the (occupied) 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
has only 24.000.” 

“There arc also 
suggestions that the main 
station” for the supply of 
natural gas from Qatar “will 
be in Jordan.” he said. “If 
Jordan wants to supply gas to 
Israel, why not?" 

“The idea is basically is 
that the forecast is peace, nnt 
war.” he added. “Wc don’t’ 
want to organise our Jives 'as 
enemies in the future, we arc 
two friendly countries." 

Mr. Peres also cited 
examples of European coun- 
tries which house utilities for 
the exclusive use of another 
and said he did not find any 
reason why arrangements 
like that could not be made in 
the Middle East. 

In reply to a question 
whether he envisaged an 


independent Palestinian state 
at the end of the final status 
negotiations with the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) coming 
up next month. Mr. Peres 
said: “As far as the future is 
concerned. 1 have some other 
solutions. I've Icaml in ne- 
gotiations that any known 
solution becomes a dead solu- 
tion because it mobilises so 
much opposition. 

“I'd prefer to keep the 
preferred solution to myself 
until the lime for a permanent 
solution comes, but I can tell 
you I have many solutions." 

However, he added after an 
afterthought. "Our concern is 
to have the territories near 
Israel to be demili- 
tarised. ...wc would like to 
have a security depth. 


Bomb kills 22 at 
Iraqi rebel office 


ANKARA (AP) — A bomb 
attack on offices of the main 
anti-government group in’ 
northern Iraq killed at least 
22 people Tuesday, the orga- 
nisation reported. But U.N 
guards in the area told the 
Associated Press they have 
no confirmation of the 
attack. They spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 


Clinton says Ohio talks 
last chance for Bosnia 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton said 
on Tuesday the Bosnia peace 
talks that open in Ohio on 
Wednesday may represent 
the last chance "to turn the 
horror of war to the promise 
of peace." 

"We have come to a defin- 
ing moment in Bosnia." Mr. 
Clinton said. This is the best * 
chance we've had for peace 
since the war began. It may 
be the last chance we have for 
a very long time. Only the 
parties to this terrible conflict 
can end it. The world now 
looks to them to turn the 
horror of war to the promise 
of peace." 

"The only way to stop 
these horrors is to make 
peace," Clinton said, adding: 
"We will succeed only if 
America continues to lead." 

The president's message on 
the importance of U.S. lead- 
ership came a day after the 
U.S. house of representatives 
voted to require him to seek 


congressional approval for 
sending U.S. troops to a 
NATO-led force to police a 
peace agreement. 

Mr. Clinton said he would 
seek support for the deploy- 
ment from the Republican- 
held Congress once a peace 
agreement is signed but stres- 
sed that he was not bound by 
law to receive congressional 
authorisation. 

The Republican-held lower 
chamber voted 3 15 to 103 
Monday for the non-binding 
resolution requiring approval 
for deploying U.S. troops in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Mr. Clinton, who has com- 
mitted to sending some 
20.000 troops as part of the 
60,000-strong force, said he 
will meet with leaders of both 
parties Wednesday to discuss 
the U.S. role in ending the 


war. 

The president spoke to re- 
porters surrounded by his 
advisors who briefed him 
ahead of the talks with presi- 


dents Alija lzelbegovic. Slo- 
bodan Milosevic of Serbia 
and Franjo Tudjman of 
Croatia beginning Wednes- 
day at the Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base in Dayton, 
Ohio. 

Meanwhile about 30 per 
cent of the some 18,1)00 U.N. 
troops in Bosnia will be with- 
drawing in the next three 
months because of hopes for 
peace in Bosnia and U.N. 
financial constraints. U.N. 
officials said. 

The reduction was first 
announced in August as part 
of a cost-cutting measure, 
and because the commander 
of U.N. troops here, 
General-Rupen Smith, de- 
rided that there were too 
many U.N. forces there. 

Since then, their tasks have 
been reduced still further be- 
cause of an August and 
September offensive that re- 
duced. the vulnerability of the 
Bihac pocket in northwestern 
Bosnia. 


“I believe that it is easier 
to keep (he demilitarisation 
(as the case is now in the 
territories) in a confederation 
with Jordan. But this must be 
a decision taken by the 
Kingdom of Jordan and the 
Palestinians.” 

Af The samV cirflc.' thcVc" 
. could be, “two confederations, 
one an economic one. like 
Benelux, that would include 
Jordan, the Palestinians and 
us." 

According to Mr. Peres, 
the geographic proximity 
among the three would 
warrant such a relationship. 

"Take an issue like 
electricity.” he said. “You 
cannot keep power (from 


crossing 'the borders)." he * 
added, also referring to water, 
tourism and trade as other ar- 
eas where an economic con- 
federation made more sense. 

“But when it comes to a . 
political solution. T do not 
believe ir is proper for me to 
comment since it is an issue 
that has to be negotiated 
between Jordan and the 
Palestinians." 

Asked whether Israel would 
"push" for a Jordanian-. 
Palestinian confederation. 
Mr. Peres simply asserted: 
“Israel is not a pushing 
country, so wc shall not 
push." 

The Israeli minister said 
the fruits of peace would not 
be felt immediately on the 
popular level. "It is like an 
apple tree which takes 
several years" to bear fruits 
as opposed to “tomatoes, 
which take a few months." 

Asked how Israel was 
treating the Jordanian 
demand for the return of 
properly owned by- 
Jordanians in Jerusalem, now 
that the two countries have 
made peace. Mr. Peres 
referred to the multilateral 
working groups on refugees 
and displaced persons and 
that thc&C groups would deal 
with the issue. 

"It is an issue (in which) 
both parties have claims." he 
asserted. "There arc lost 
properties in other Arab 
countries." 

But reminded that the issue 
was strictly bilateral and that 
there is no record of any 
Israeli losing his or her 


property in Jordan, the for- ; 
eign minister said: “We will , 
deal with the matter when it > 
comes up on the agenda." !, 
"With Jordan, peace started 
with answering the Jordanian > 
demand by returning to 1 
Jordan ail its land -- 380 
square kilometres. Wc gave j 
hack Jordan’s water. Now 
there are other issues, 4 
outstanding questions, (and) , 
we shall deal with them as 
they come.” i 

Mr. Peres described i 
Jordanian-Israeli relations as i 
developing in a very satisfy- i 
ing manner, “not only from J 
our point of view but also 
from the Jordanian point of j 
view.” 

“It is more than just an .! 
agreement between two } 
panics,” he said, referring to . 
the two countries’ joint ef- * 
forts to raise $400 million in 
European assistance for water • 
projects stipulated in the 
Jbrdan-Israel peace treaty and ‘ 
other collective moves to- 
wards developing bilateral as . 
well as regional cooperation. 

Mr. Peres predicted that ' 
Jordan's tourism revenue - 
would go up to $800 million 
"in 1995 and to $1.2 billion « 
in 1996. - 

With the Palestinians, he*** 
said, the main problem if 
the "acts or violence.” [ 

“If these were t<> be 
eliminated, the picture .'ill \ 
be totally different. We v, ill 
not have to have closures tef j 
the West Bank and Gay .it and- - 
we will not have to have j 
harass people..'..! can see .j 
very smooth relation*-." 
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MENA summit proclaimed a huge success 


(Continued from page 1) 


It said business leadens at 
the three-day conference 
struck deals in the fields of 
tourism, telecommunications 
and transport which would 
promote economic develop- 
ment. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
described the summit as “an 
extremely positive summit.” 
It’s the Fust step towards 
prosperity and development 
for the region and the Arab 
World,” he said. 

The summit brought 


together for the first time in 
Amman Israeli and Arab 
businessmen who interacted 
well in the conference, parti- 
cipants said. 

One of the major projects 
was an indirect agreement by 
Qatar to U.S. Enron cor- 
poration. 

“There was the beginning 
of many joint ventures of 

5 ;reat importance." said 
sracli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres. 

Emphasised during the 
summit was the need to liber- 
alise economies and for a 


King voices Jordan's pride 

(Continued from page 1) 


possible m go along the 
right path and the best." 

"The problem is nnt of abuse. 
There could be abuses on the 
pan of some people in the- 
nantc of democracy. Wc try to 
deal with all these issues in 
order to reach the aspired 
objectives." he added. 

Asked whether Jordan 
achieved what it aspired to 
achieve ol conference at ihc 
economic and political level, 
the King said. ‘Thank God it 
did." 


Asked he intended to follow 
up on the recommendations 
of llirs conference, the King 
said: 


“Follow up is going to he 
through Hie effort of 
everybody with regard to all 
those who had contributed to 
the success of the conference, 
with regard n» the state, the 
private sector and all 
Jordanians. Wc all arc 
earnestly interested in the 
future of this country.” 


Region presented itself 

(Continued from page I) 


adversely affected by the con- 
sequences of the Gulf crisis 
and war. 

The Prince said that Jordan 
has always stressed that all 
peoples of the area should be 
involved in deciding the fu- 
ture of the regioin. 

He said the absence of 
some Arab countries of the 
region from the conference 
was not a Jordanian responsi- 
bility, pointing that Syria and 
Lebanon made their own de- 
cisions not to participate in 
the conference. 

"We did not reject the 
participation of Syria or 
Lebanon or Iraq or Iran ... 
for practical reasons" some 
did not attend the summit but 


will participate in the Barce- 
lona conference, said Prince 
Hassan. 

Syria and Lebanon will 
attend the European- 
Mediterranean conference 
which the European Union 
will organise in November. 


Prince Hassan said in re- 
sponse to a question that the 
Israeli participation at (he 
summit did not amount to 
more than 10 per cent of the 
total participation from 63 
countries, ad’ding that 
sovereign laws of the contries 
of the region can guarantee 
the maintaining of a balanced 
relationship with countries of 
the world. 


now spirit of openness and 
barrier-free trade. 

The bank for economic de- 
velopment and cooperation 
will be set up in Cairo. The 
articles of the bank will be 
drawn up by a task force 
which will cooperate its work 
before the end of the year. 

The task force will also 
study proposals for the crea- 
tion of an intermediate finan- . 
dal institution which will 
make policy. 

The regional tourism board 
will be set up by the public 
and private sector. 

The regional business 
coundl will act as a coordi- 
nating body to promote 
cross-border cooperation and 
trade in the private sector. 

A MENA summit execu- 
tive secretarial in Rabat was 
made permanent. 

“There is a lot of interest in 
the projects Jordan bad pre- 
sented." Ministry of Trade 
and Industry Ali Abul 
Ragheb told the Jordan 
Times in an interview. 

Jordan presented 27 pro- 
jects worth S3 .5 billion and 


Mr. Abul Ragheb said die 
highest interest was on the 
tourism sector, which 
accounted for about 50 per 
cent of the projects. 

On indsutrial projects, he j 
said, up to 30 per cent of \ 
projects presented had been 
offidally considered. . 3 

But he stressed that the.: i 
event was meant to allow for 9 
private sector representatives. .1 
to explore the opportunities', a 
available and initiate contacts - J 
with their counterparts. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said the 
“enormous effort” Jordan 
had made in modernising its 
economy and introducing leg- 
islative reforms had been wett 
received by the international 
community. 

The minister told the Jor- 
dan Times that Jordan had 
done “what it could" to en- 
courage investors who are 
starting to see the region as a 
bloc to invest in the King- 
doht. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb 
cautioned against high ex- 
pectations of immediate re- 
sults from the conference, 
pointing out that many of the- .* 
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WEF outlines public/private roles 

(Continued from page 1} 


— Promoting management as 
a professional skill; 

— Developing national and 
regional marketing and sales 
skills i 

List but not least, an 
investor-friendly climate ne- 
cessitates the: 

— lifting of all controls from 
prices to foreign exchange to 
interest rates; 

— Encouraging participation 
of foreign ownership; 

— Adopting international 
legal and accountancy stan- 
dards; 

— Introducing stable and 
well-defined monetary poli- 
cies; 

— Accelerating privatisation 
and ensure broad-based pub- 
lic participation and: 
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— Legislation to protect in- 
tellectual property rights and 
ensure enforcement. 

The international business 
community welcomes the 
great strides that the Middle 
East and North Africa are 
already making towards eco- 
nomic liberalisation and sus- 
tained economic develop- 
ment. The community there-, 
fore looks forward to review- 
ing the results of the Amman 
Summit and subsequent de- 
velopments in die region at 
the 1996 Middle East/North 
Africa Economic Summit. At 
the same time, the commun- 
ity calls on the Regional Busi- 
ness Coundl established by 
the Amman summit to adopt 
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AMMAN (R)— A year after 
the ground-breaking Casab- 
lanca conference the question 
on tfc agenda of this year's 
Amman economic summit 
was: “Is the Middle East 
open for business.** 

Governments, led by the 
United States, took the 
podium and replied with a 
confident “yes.” Private in- 
vestors,' who are expected to 
fond future prosperity, gave a 
polite “note quite yet." 

The conference was billed 
1 as a way to attract investment 


to a potentially wealthy re- 
gion, stabilised by U.S.- 
driven efforts to bring peace 


between Israelis and Arabs. 

But the legacy of 50 years 
of conflict between Arab and 
Jew, inter- Arab rivalry, 
deadhand economic manage- 
ment, oppressive one-man 
rule and rampant arm$- 
spending in many states is a 
hard one to shake off. 

“Many of my business col- 
leagues are sceptical," Percy 
Baraevik, president of power 
giant ABB Asea Brown 
Boveri said of the region. 
“They see it as unstable, 
dangerous." 

“It has been disappointin g * 
to see the slow pace of money 
coming to Palestine — a lot 


of talk and little action," he 
said. 

Other businessmen too 
said little had changed in die 
year since Casablanca where 
Israelis nibbed shoulders 
openly for the first time with 
Arab investors. 

“The region cannot be said 
to be open in a very serious 
way,’* said William Ryrie, 
vice president of Baring 
Holding Company. He cited 
barriers to investment from 
wars, anti-market policies 
and red tape. 

Israel, the regional econo- 
mic superpower with a per 
capita GDP on average 10 


times that of its neighbours, 
was opening up and benefit- 
ting from the peace process, 
investors said. 

“We have an image prob- 
lem," agreed Palestinian 
businessman Hani Abu Day- 
yeh. “The purpose of this 
summit is to market the re- 
gion in general not specific 
projects. We have to get the 
attention of guys who can 
invest anywhere ... it is not 
only money we need but 
management skills, mar- 
kets.” 

Governments presented a 
wishlist of mammoth infras- 
tructure projects topping $50 


billion in a region that gar- 
nered only $1 billion of the 
$65 billion of capital floated 
into emerging markets in the 
peak year of 1993. 

Many of the 1,000 
businessmen said at the sum- 
mit’s off-the-record “net- 
working breakfasts" and 
“contact breaks” that they 
did not need such a gathering 
to clinch deals. 

They said most contracts 
announced at the summit 
such as a $50 million 
Jordanian-Israeli chemical 
joint venture were known 
weeks in advance. Other 
announcements were about 


agreements in principle 
rather than firm deals. 

“The U.S, is very results- 
oriented," commented one 
U.S. businessman on 
Washington's efforts to 
promote the summit. “They 
have to have something to 
put in the showcase. The 
Amman declaration and the 
whole summit was stitched up 
m advance." 

Washington and Israel, its 
closest Middle EAst ally, 
made much of the three 
“achievements” since Casab- 
lanca — agreements to set up' 
regional tourism and business 
councils and a Middle East 


development bank. 

The U.S. has foiged ahead 
with the bank despite opposi- 
tion from European and 
Arab Gulf states 

“We do not need a bank," 
said a senior Gulf official who 
asked not to be identified. He 
said Gulf countries, allies of 
the West, had to attend the 
summit but believed the re- 
gion's politics should be set 
straight before its economics. 
Holdouts Syria and Lebanon 
had to be brought in to the 
peace process for economic 
development to work. 

The U.S. believes the re- 
gion cannot wait and needs to 


bolster its fledgling peace 
now through economics. 
Israel too does not want im- 
poverished and potentially 
unstable neighbours, even 
though it left no doubt it sees 
its economic future based on 
trade with high-technology 
economies in Europe and 
North America. 

In the end, the summit was 
more about contacts than 
contracts, about economic 
dreams rather than realities. 

But even the Gulf official 
acknowledge that swapping 
business cards was a start to 
overcoming half a century of 
antagonism and isolation. 


Arab, Israeli businessmen 
ready to establish ties 


AMMAN (AP) — Arab 
businessmen are breaking a 
taboo on dealing with Israel 
by flocking to lunches and 
seminars hosted by Israeli 
officials at the Middle E ast 
economic summit underway 
f here. 

In the corridors of the 
Royal Cultural Centre, the 
mam site for the three-day 
pummit, Arab executives 
wearing traditional white 
headdresses and robes ex- 
change business cards and 
shake hands with their Israeli 
counterparts. 

Other crowd an informa- 
tion desk set up by the Israeli 
embassy and grab handouts 
detailing regional projects 
presented by the Israeli gov- 
ernment and private sector.- 

“This is something we 
could not have dreamed of a 
few months ago,” said Israeli 
Agriculture Minister Ya’acov 


Tsur. “This is an indication 
that the Middle Ea st is chang- 
ing." 

Jordan, Egypt and the 
Palestinians have made peace 
with Israel and they are open- 
ly discussing joint projects 
with the Jewish state. 

Other Arab governments 
are hesitant to end a boycott 
on Israel that has been in 
effect since the 1948 Middle 
East war. But Arab business- 
men say they are ready to 
deal with Israel, which has 
the most dynamic economy in 
the region. 

“The Golf region is a 
potential market for Israeli 
products, know-how and 
technology,” said Rashid 
Aweida Al Thani, a former 
chairman of Qatar’s state- 
owned General Petroleum 
Co. 

“We know it will take 


some time. We hope it won’t 
take long because we, as 
'businessmen, are ready to 
start business immediately," 
he added. 

But until peace becomes 
official between Qatar and 
Israel, businessmen from his 
country will only be able to 
make preliminary contacts, 
or will have to negotiate 
through third parties, he said. 

Mosheh Hananel, an 
Israeli tour operator, said he 
and his Gulf Arab counter- 
parts are ready to begin orga- 
nising tours that would take 
Israelis to the Gulf and send 
Gulf Arabs to Islamic holy 
sites in Jerusalem. 

“Tour operators in Israel 
and in the Gulf are ready to 
start business, but we’re wait- 
ing for a political decision,*' 
said Mr. Hananel, director of 
Galilee Toms. 


French show interest in 
Jordan’s communication 
and transport sectors 


By Cathy King 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — France will con- 
tinue its support for the develop- 
ment of transport and com- 
munication sectors in Jordan and 
the Middle East and North Afri- 
ca (MENA) region, a senior 
French government official said 
Tuesday. 

French Secretary of State for 
Transport Anne Marie Idrae told 
a press conference that Paris had 
shown “interest" in transport 
and communication projects in 
the Kingdom, including bridges 
over the River Jordan and de- 
veloping the joint Jordan- Israel 
“peace airport” in Wadi Arabs. 

Ms. Idrac also said that France 
had also supported the establish- 
ment of the permanent secretar- 
iat of the Regional Economic 
Development Working Group 
(REDWG) in Jordan. 

The evolution of infrastructure 
throughout die region is impor- 


tant to economic development, 
but requires private and public 
funding, she said. 

France and Jordan Monday 
signed a protocol to the value of 
around $20 million. 

Eighty-five per cent of the 
protocol, signed by Minister of 
Planning Rima Khalaf and 
French Finance Ministry Under- 
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Hie economic climate 

• AMabtif Al-Hamad, Arab 
Fund for Economic and So- 
cial Development Kuwait 

• Jaasfau Al-Mjauud, Arab 
Monetary Fund, Abu Dhabi 

• Stinky Fischer, Interna- 
,tionaI Monetary Fund , 1 

Washington -DC - 
& Nendc Sirdar, Investcorp, 
Bahrain and Great Britain 

• Ferdinand Pitch, Volk- 
swagen, Germany 

• Paul Volcker, Former 
Chairman Federal Reserve 
Board, USA 

Moderator Basel Jwdrah, 
Minister of Finance of Jordan 

This plenary session on Mon- 
day morning marked the shift 
from politics to concrete busi- 
ness m the summit’s agenda. 
The top business leaders re- 
commended a set of concrete 
measures necessary to unlock 
the region’s immense paten- 
ted. Key to these measures is 
the role of the private sector 
as the engine of economic 
growth. 

To strengthen the econo- 
mics of peace, the business 
leaders stressed the need to 
orient the economies of die 
region, which are among the 
most protected in the world, 
towards globalisation and an 
export-driven growth 
strategy^ “Tariffs and other 
barriers to trade slow down 
the development of -the re- 
““ “ said Ferdinand Pifich. 


Panelists agreed that in- 
tegration needs to be in- 
creased in a region whose 
current intraregional trade 
amounts to a mere nine per 
cent of total exports. “By 
integrating with their ueigh- 
. hours, countries in the region . 
can profit from - regional 
synergies. Drawing .from the 
strength of each country, the 
benefit to all can be maxi- 
mised,” said Nemir Kirdar. 
Paul Volcker identified wa- 
ter, environment, energy, in- 
frastructure, higher educa- 
tion and tourism as the sec- 
tors most apt for increased 
regional cooperation. 

s . 

Panelists stressed the need 
to increase- foreign direct in- 
vestment in a region enrrent- 
iy bypassed by international 
investment flows, receiving 
only one-third of one per cent 
.of foreign investment to 
emerging markets. In this re- 
spect. Stanley Fischer stres- 
sed the need to redace 
budget deficits and to in- 
crease competition in the 
financial sector by reducing 
entry barriers to financial 
markets. 

Ferdinand. .Pifich drew 
attention' to ffie important 
role of small and medi am- 
azed companies from the re- 
gion as partners of global 
players Eke Volkswagen. Hb 
own company produces wir- 
ing harness in Turkey, car 
components in Tunisia and 
electric parts in Morocco. 


Jordan’s credit rating is up 


(Continued from page 14 ) 
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part of Jordan’s 
“comprehensive effort" to 
make itself more compatible 
with the requirements of in- 
ternational investment and 
should be seen as part of a 
package that also includes 
the .recently-endorsed 
Investment Promotion Law 
and tax. reforms. 

While setting the rating for 
Jordan'- SAP said that its as- 
sessment of Jordan's ability 
to meet its foreign debts 
1 obligations was supported by 
“significant progress in 
1 strengthening public fi- 
1 ranees in recent years, aided 
I by fiscal reforms and sizeable 
1 external debt relief.” 

"Cautious political liberali- 
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gross 

t five years ago 
to 92 per cent to- 


day. 

The objective is to bring it 
down further to less than 75 
per- cent, which will allow 
Jordan to “deal with tbe in- 
ternational financial com- 
munity in a normal way " he 
added. 

On the internal front, S&P 
referred to “the low stock of . 
dinar debt, around 25 per cent 
of (gross domestic product), 
together with the Central 
Bank’s demonstrated ability 
to keep inflation to single 
digits and contain it even dur- 
ing periods of acute political 
and financial stress ” 

Moody’s commented that 
the rating it gave to Jordan 
“reflects the country’s im- 
pressive rebound so far from 
the severe dislocations in- 
flicted not only by balance of 
payment problems in 1989. 
but also by the Gulf war crisis 
of the following year." 

"Jordan’s ability to absorb 
the impact of these two 
shocks, which occurred in 
swift succession, reveals un- 
derlying economic and polit- 
ical strengths to that support 
the rating.” 


Merger fever rife in 
U.S. banldng industry 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A new shake-out in tbe U.S.. 
banking industry could be in 
the pipeline amid reports that 
two of the country’s largest 
banks, BankAmerica and 
NationsBank, have been 
holding merger talks. 

Spokesman at BankAmer- 
ica could not be reached and 
at NationsBank declined 
comment Monday on a re- 
port in Barron’s weekly busi- 
ness report and the Los 
Angeles Times newspaper 
that tbe two banks had re- 
cently held merger talks. 

The Los Angeles Tunes 
'quoted BankAmerica 
sources, who added that 
there was no guarantee any 
deal would go through. 

Such a merger between the 
third and fourth largest U.S. 
banks in terms of assets 
would create the nation’s 
largest financial institution 
with combined assets of ab- 
out $410 billion. 

Markets appeared to take a 
liking to reports of the posa- 
ble merger with BankAmer- 
ica shares up 87 cents at $63.5 
and NationBank up 62 cents 
at $70.62 in morning trading 
in New York. 

BankAmerica, the third 
largest U.S. bank, is based in 
San Francisco and has offices 


mostly in the west of the 
country. The Charlotte, 
North Carolina-based 
NationsBank has offices 
mostly in the south. 

Some analysts expressed 
doubt as to whether such a 
merger would actually help 
reduce costs and thereby cre- 
ate more profits for sharehol 1 
ders. 

Rafael Soifer, an analyst 
with New-Yoik-based Brown 
Brothers Harriman, said 
there was “no evidence that 
size per se was beneficial for 
-earnings,” 

And tbe creation of a giant 
national bank “would not 
necessarily make sense” as 
management costs would 
likely remain high and Bank- 
America business was more 
oriented towards tbe Pacific 
rim than the southern United 
States. 

However, with increasing 
mergers among banks, the 
incentive was there for the 
pattern to continue, Mr. Soif- 
er said. 

Financial institutions, spur- 
red by their desire to reduce 
costs and expand nationwide, 
have been consolidating as 
never before with at least six 
mergers announced among 
the top 50 U.S. banks this 
year. 


Secretary Herve Gaymard, is tbe 
form of soft loans, while the 
remaining 15 per cent are grants. 

Tbe loans and grants were 
extended to Jordan to buy 
French goods and services and to 
finance studies on water, en- 
vironment and civil aviation. 

Ms. Idrac said France assumed 
the role of “shepherd" for trans- 
within the framework of 
>WG, one of the multilateral 
bodies formed along the tracks of 
the peace process, said Ms. 
Idrac. 

She underlined that the setting 
up of infrastructure projects 
would reduce unemployment 
and improve infrastructure 
would contribute to allround 
economic development. 

While driving home the need 
to seek private sector funding for 
development projects, the 
French minister also observed 
that the role of governments 
should not be opposed. 

“Tbe European Union is one 
of the main donors in the world, 
providing the main bulk of finan- 
cial contributions" to developing 
countries, she said. 

Ms. Idrac also referred to 
France’s assistance to Jordan 
through tbe Paris Club. 

Currently Jordan's debt to 
France top 6 $600 million. Last 
year the French government can- 
celled $5 million. Negotiations 
arc going on between the two 
governments over the conversion 
of a further S7S million into 
equity swap. 

With reference to the prop- 
osed establishment of a regional 
bank, to which Saudi Arabia and 
the European Union have voiced 
opposition, hb. Idrac said that 
while France was not opposed to 
it, her government viewed a 
creation of a fund for the mobi- 
lisation of money for large de- 
velopment projects to be abetter 
formula. 

. “European countries and 
France in particular has prop- 
osed the gathering of finances in 
a fund as the best option" for tbe 
re non, she said. 

. During 1994 and 1995, France 
had organised five technical con- 
ferences on transportation as 
part of its support for REDWG 
and the peace process, said Ms. 
Idrac. 

The declared objective of 
those discussions was to facilitate 
the free movement of people, 
trade and capital within the 
. MENA region, she added. 


‘Amman can soon become the 
trade capital of tbe region 9 


By Gfaalia Ahil 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An Arab-Israeit 
businessman urged all Arabs 
to view MENA summit as an 
opportunity to “bridge the 
gap between Arab and Israeli 
business communities” and 
take advantage of the “gate” 
the politicians have opened 
to the “possibility of peace 
and social and economic rela- 
tions.” 

In a press conference/ 
Makram Khoury-Machool 
president and managing 
director of Jaffa Group, an 
Arab business enterprise in 
Israel, noted the fear Arab 
businessmen and politicians 
have from a possible econo- 
mic invasion in tbe region 
and said that there is no need 
for such fear. 

“When we check the argu- 
ment against economic (inva- 
sion), we find that it is far 
from true. In fact both sides 
can only gain from opening 


up their economies to each 
other, ...escaping from deal- 
ing with Israelis because they 
are Israelis can only deepen 
the Arab inferiority complex 
in which the starting point 
will be that tbe Arab business 
is weaker than his Israeli 
counterpart," he said. 

Mr. Khoury called for eco- 
nomic cooperation as well as 
technology exchange be- 
tween Arab countries and 
Israel citing the benefits 
Arabs can gain in terms of 
reduced cost due to geog- 
raphical proximity. 

“Why shouldn’t we ex- 
change technology with Israel 
at a lower cost?” he said. 

Journalists lashed out at 
Mr. Khoury for encouraging 
normalisation of relations • 
with Israel and described his 
proposals as “strange.” 

He defended these accusa- 
tions by saying that Arabs 
should deal with economy 
bearing in mind that the Arab 
World is moving towards eco- 


nomic civilisation that should 
be shared with Israel. 

“Therefore we should 
share the peace with tbe 
Israeli neighbour,” he said. 

Asked about the economic 
freedom Arab Israelis enjoy 
in Israel compared to tbe 
economic pressure Arabs in 
the West Bank encounter, 
Mr. Khoury denied this state- 
ment and said that studies 
showed that 40 per cent of 
the Arabs who live in Israel 
are suffering from poverty. 

He said he believed Jor- 
dan's geographic position and 
the good relations it has with 
its neighbours can eventually 
turn it into the trade capital 
of the region. 

“I feetieve that Amman can 
soon become the trade capit- 
al of our region. Jordan is the 
geographic and economic ex- 
tension of economic market 
of Iraq and the oO rich Gulf 
states. It is also dose to Israel 
and has good relations with 
it," he said. _ 


Report says Eastern German, 
economy still lagging despite progress 


BERLIN (AFP) — Five 
years after German reunifica- 
tion, the economy of former 
East Germany still suffers 
from structural weaknesses in 
both capital and marketing, a 
report has said. 

Nevertheless, production 
has made great strides since 
the crisis which followed the 
collapse of the communist 
state, according to the report 
by the BVS, the successor to 
the Treuhand which handled 
the privatisation of - state 
assets. 

Economic growth last year 
attained a record 9.0 per cent’ 
and this year was expected to 
reach 7.0 per cent. 

Industrial output rose by 
15 per cent in the first half of 
this year, the BVS said. 

Private and public invest-' 
ments were expected to come 
this year to 13340 German 
marks per inhabitant in the 
cast — 46 per cent more than 
in tbe west (9,100 marks). 

In manufacturing, invest- 
ments will work out at 3,600 
marks per capita compared to 
1,900 marks in the former 
West Germany. 

Investors who acquired 
privatised firms promised to 
invest a total of 217 billion 


marks induding 163 billion’ 
marks which were guaran- 
teed in writing. 

From 1990 to 1994, invest- 
ment commitments exceeded 
targets by 42 per cent, a trend 
which was expected to con- 
tinue, the .BVS said. .* 

Privatised firms invested 64 
billion marks over the four 
years to end 1994, the orga- 
nisation said. 

As a result of this effort, 
the BVS said productivity of 
Eastern German firms was 
now 60 per cent that of firms 
in the west. 

But it cautioned: “For 
many years to come, east 
German firms will have to 
strive harder than their com- 
petitors in the west to reach 
their level of productivity 
which is constantly rising.’’ 

Many small and. medram- 
sized firms suffered from in- 
sufficient capital, a fact which 
justified maintaining state.' 
subsidies, the BVS sai ! d, 
adding that for the same 
reason it opposed introducing 
taxes on enterprises in the 
former east Germany. 

BVS said east German first 
were finding it very difficult 
to extend their operations 
beyond the borders of the old 


East Germany which 
accounts for only about one 
fifth of tbe total population of 
Germany and therefore too 
small a market for healthy 
development. 

- Tiie/xepoit^aJso said east 
German, firms were "hand- 
icapped by their ex- 
communist image which pre- 
vented them becoming estab- 
lished in the west. At tbe 
same time, they are only 
slowly reconquering the mar- 
kets they used to dominate in 
eastern Europe. 

the BVS which is charged 
with supervising the prog- 
raess of privatised industries, 
took overe in January from 
the Treuhand which sold off 
15,000 firms in record time 
though it left a debt of 256 
billion marks used to mod- 
ernise companies before pri- 
vatisation. 

In 1995, BVS expenditure, 
initially put at 17 billion 
marks, is expected to be two 
to three, billion less than this 
figure due to an improvement 
-in the performance of those 
firms it is still committed to 
help, BVS Chairman Hein- 
rich Honef was quoted as 
saying. 


. . 
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IMF says Middle East 
economies must liberalise 


By S uleiman Al WnilMi 
Reuter 


AMMAN — The Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
Monday urged Middle East- 
ern states to deregulate and 
liberalise if they were to be- 
nefit from the global eco- 
nomy. 

“Domestic deregulation 
and the liberalisation of trade 
and payments regimes are 
two sides of the coin... some 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca countries... are among the 
most protectionist in the 
world," Stanley Fischer, first 
deputy managing director of 
the IMF, told delegates 
attending the Middle East 
and North Africa Economic 
Summit in Amman. 

He said it was critical for 
the region’s future to intro- 
duce key trade measmes to 
reduce tariffs and non-tariff 
bamere, if it was to benefit 
from a trend towards more 
globalisation and integration 
of world markets. 

Mr. Fischer said Middle 
East peace accords between 
former enemies "has promp- 
ted businessmen to begin 
transforming the economic 
possibilities created by peace 
into reality." 


The region was potentially 
rich — it had six per cent of 
the world's population, a 
wealth of highly-skilled work- 
ers and a GDP of over $600 
billion, Mr. Fischer said. 

“To reach this potential in 
this region, as in the rest of 
the world, the emphasis must 
be on a private sector led, 
outward oriented economic 
strategy, with a more dyna- 
mic export performance and 
greater integration into the 
world economy at its core." 
he explained. 

"Unfortunately economies 
in many countries in the re- 
gion are operating far below 
their potential," he added. 

The IMF official cited the 
success of East Aria and signs 
of progress in eastern 
Europe. 

Mr. Fischer, however, 
cited "real economic prog- 
ress" in the region over the 
past year that “bad contri- 
buted to a welcome improve- 
ment in die economic climate 
of the Tegion." 

He said Saudi Arabia, 
which has cut budget spend- 
ing, had made "important 
moves to increase non-oil re- 
venues and rationalise ex- 
penditure...” 

Trade accords concluded 
between the Palestinians, 


Jordan and Israel, should 
help increase regional trade, 
he added. 

He said the EU's 
"Mediterranean Basin” poli- 
cy was contributing to the 
region’s “adjustment and re- 
form." 

The EU already has trade 
accords with Israel and Tuni- 
sia and is engaged in part- 
nership talks with Egypt, Jor-, 
dan and Morocco. 


The IMF official, had spe- 
cial praise for the Palestinian 
Authority (P.A.) running 
self-rule areas, for improving 


its “budgetary performance 
in buil 


and progress in building eco- 
nomic institutions.'* The 
P.A. had been criticised in 
the past for mismanagement. 

The IMF official, stressed 
that frustrated business initia- 
tives were doe to lack of 
long-term finance in the re- 
‘gion, necessitating a “well 
functioning financial system 
that would enhance domestic 
savings and channel re- 
sources to productive uses.” 

Mr. Fischer called on coun- 
tries in the Middle East and 
North Africa region to "in- 
crease competition by remov- 
ing barriers to foreign entry 
into banking and capital mar- 
kets.” 




World Bank 
criticises closure 
of W. Bank, Gaza 


AMMAN (AFP) — The 
World Bank hit out Tuesday 
at Israel's partial closure of 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip which it said was a 
serious obstacle to Palesti- 
nian economic growth. 


“This measure throws into 
doubt the development of the 
Palestinian economy which 
Israel otherwise says it wants 
to promote." Odnin Knud- 
sen. World Bank official for 
the West Bank and Gaza, 
said at the Middle East eco- 
nomic summit in Amman. 


"In Amman. Israel pre- 
sented large infrastructure 
projects and called on the 
private sector to mobilise, 
while on the ground Palesti- 
nian businessmen cannot 
move around and exports are 
blocked," said Mr. Knudsen. 
the World Bank's permanent 
representative in the Palesti- 
nian territories. 

He called for a “fair ba- 
lance between security needs 
and the free traffic of people 
and goods which is vital to 
stimulate economic develop- 
ment.” 


PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
said Sunday in his opening 
speech to the Amman sum- 
mit that Israel had closed off 
the West Bank and Gaza for 
a total of 200 days since the 
May 1994 launch of auton- 
omy. 

The closures had cost the 
Palestinians $6 million — 
more than all the aid they had 
received, Mr. Arafat com- 
plained. 

Mr. Knudsen added the 
closure came at a time when 
the Palestinian gross national 
product was falling and un- 
employment in Gaza had 
risen to 50 per cent. 

But the Palestinians had 
also succeeded in boosting 
revenue to an estimated $380 
million this year. $180 million 
more than expected, he said. 
They had also restricted their 
budget deficit to S100 mil- 
lion, half the amount fore- 
cast. 

The World Bank helps to 
channel international aid to 
the Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R\ — Following are the buying and selling 
■rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 


dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Tuesday. 


One sterling 
Gold (ounce) 


1.3436/46 

Canadian dollar 

1.4098/08 

Deutschemarks 

1.5810/20 
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1.1380/90 

Swiss francs 

28.99/03 

Belgian francs 

4.8994/44 

French francs 

1594.1/5.6 
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Japanese yen 
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Swedish crowns 
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Hong Kong dollars 
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$382.60/383.10 



Palestinians 
seek investors 
for east Jerusalem 


AMMAN (R) — The politic- 
al realities of the old Middle 


East were not allowed to 
cloud the economic dreams 
of the new Palestinian self- 
rule authority when PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat set out 
to woo foreign investors 
Monday. 

"East Jerusalem enjoys un- 
paralleled status,” chitped the 
narrator of a film screened 
during a lunch given by Mr. 
Arafat for businessmen at the 
second Middle East and 
North Africa* Economic 
Summit in Amman. 

“We invite you to take part 
in its future,'* be said. 


The Palestinian film, like 
speakers at the high-powered 
gathering, did not ask: 
“What status? What future?” 
They did not mention that 
Israel annexed the eastern 
half of the dty after capturing 
it in 1967 and says it has no 
intention of giving it back. 

The Palestinians need pri- 
vate investors to fund their $6 
biiKon wishlist of projects to 
rebuild die Gaza Strip and 
West Bank after 28 years of 
Israeli occupation. 


Powder* eg issues such as 
Jerusalem have been put off 
until the end of Israeli-PLO 
talks in order not to upset the 
slow handover of authority in 
die West Bank and Gaza. 

fiat Palestinians believe 
now is the time to attract 
funds to east Jerusalem, 
which they claim as the capit- 
al of any future state. 


“The best solution for the 
Jerusalem question is to start 
rebuilding now," Faisal Al 
Husseini, the senior PLO 
official in tbe dty, told Reu- 
ters. 

"Why should the Israelis 
object to this?... I don’t ex- 
pect opposition from the 
Israeli government, perhaps 
from the municipality,” he 
said. The dty council is 
dominated by right-wing par- 
ties. 

The men with the money 
agreed. 

“We are veiy serious about 
investing,” businessman 
Sabih Masri said. He is a 
director of PADICO, a $200 
giflhon holding company that 
is^jnvesting in infrastructure 
and real estate. 

"Palestinians have the best 
investment law in tbe world. 
You are free to invest with 
total foreign ownership, (tak- 
ing) money in and out is very 
simple,” Mr. Masri said. 

“Tbe only restrictions are 
tbe Israelis," he added, refer- 
ring to Israel’s control of 
movements of people and 
goods into the Palestinian 
areas. He acknowledged that 
investment in east Jerusalem • 
was “tough but we are doing 
it to establish our presence 
also.” 

Arab Bank Chairman 
Abdul Majid Shoman told 
Reuters some investors were 
waiting to see how PADICO 
performed before putting up 
money but many others had 
already committed funds. 


“A lot of money has come 
in from outside," be said of 
investment in east Jerusalem. 

Mr. Arafat, flanked by 
some of the wealthiest 
businessmen in the Palesti- 
nian diaspora, built his in- 
vestment pitch on money to 
be made from the tourist 
boom expected for Christian 
celebrations of the second 
miUenium of Jesus Christ in 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem. . 

He glossed over tbe jact. 
that most of Jerusalem’* 
Christian and Muslim holy 
places are in the Israeli- 
controlled east. He said 
Bethlehem would be transr 
ferred to the Palestinians in 
time for Christinas this year. 

“Tourism will be the main- 
stay of our economy,” said 
tour operator Hani Abu Day- 
yeh. Palestinians said 8,000 
hotel rooms needed to ■'be 
built in east Jerusalem for tbe 
year 2000 celebrations. 

• Palestinian businessmen 
said they thought Mr. Arafat - 
had provided political stabil- 
ity and security but sa idfo re- 
ign investors were limiting to 
see whether this would hold." 

“They also want to be sure 
they will not have problems 
with Arafat’s style of doing 
business,” said one investor. 

“I promise you I wifi do my 
best to facilitate your parti- 
cipation in any of our or your 
projects," Mr. Arafat 
reminding his audience be 
had started out in business. 

"You can trust my prom- 
ise,” he concluded. 


Jordan registers trade 
surplus with Arab Gulf states 
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million total. Bahrain ranked second with JD irk A TOTAL of JD 4,160,159 in fees were 
41 million of exports to Jordan. Qatar’s collected from the 22,883 tourists who visited 
exports amounted to JD 37.6 million. Main Petra from the beginning of this year until the 
Jordanian exports were fresh vegetables and end of September. The number of tourists 
fruits and industrial products while the mam who visited Petra during 1994 was only 
imports were petroleum products and raw 161,234 persons (Al Aswaq). 
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W orld ’ s currency 
markets move 


$1,230 billion a day 


ZURICH (R) — Global trad- 
ing in tbe world's foreign 
exchange markets has 
jumped sharply in the last 
three years, according to a 
report by the Basle-based 
Bank for International Settle- 
ments (BIS). 

Surveys conducted by cen- 
tral banks around the world 
in April showed an average 
daily turnover of $1,230 bil- 
lion in spot, outright forward 
and foreign exchange swap 
contracts, up from $590 bil- 
lion and $820 billion respec- 
tively in April 1989 and April 
1992. 


Percentage changes in tur- 
nover in 2989-92 and 1992-95 
suggested an acceleration in 
the rate of expansion, from 
39 to 50 per cent. 

But the BIS said the dol- 
lar’s depredation in the three 
years of April 1995 was 
heavier than m the previous 
three years, helping to raise 
tbe dollar value of non-dollar 
transactions. If calculated at 


constant dollar exchange 
rates, growth in the two 
periods was fairly compara- 
ble at around 30 per cent. 

The BIS’s report follows* 
September's publication of 
national data by most of the 
26 central banks and monet- 
ary authorities that partici- 
pated in the coordinated sur- 
vey- It is confined to a pre- 
liminary overview of global 
turnover in traditional fore- 
ign exchange instruments. 

A final report, which will 
mdnde additional informa- 
tion about derivatives market 
activity, will be published la- 
ter. 

The BIS said the findings 
showed Britain increased its 
share of tbe global currency 
market to 30 per cent from 27 
per cent three years ago. Tbe 
United States was second 
with an unchanged 16 per 
cent, followed by Japan with 
10 per cent, down from U 
per cent. 

In terms of rankings, Hong 
Kong and Switzerland switch- 


ed positions, to fifth and sixth 
place respectively, behind 
Singapore and before Ger- 
many and France. 

Top spot in the currency 
league still belongs to the 
dollar, which is involved m 83 
per cent of deals compared 
with 82 per cent in 1992. 

The German mark remains 
in second place, although its 
trading involvement "* * 

to 37 per cent from 
cent. There was also a 
in the weight of sterling, the 
Swiss franc and the ECU, 
more than offcet by increases 
in the shares of the French 
franc and other -EMS curren- 
cies. 


The BIS said forward 
transactions grew at almost 
twice the rate of spot deals 
between 1992 and 1995, caus- 
ing a significant change in the 
composition of trading. Only 
43 per cent of turnover in 
April 1995 took place in the 
spot market, against 49 per 
cent three years earlier. 
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Job OppORTUMTy 


A leAdiNQ bouTiQUE speciAliziNq i/v Top of rhE 
liNE fAShioN WEAR IS SEEklNQ PRESENT Ab(.E 

saleswomen wirft rhE followiNQ quaUHcations : 
* Aqed 20-7? years old . 

f I-} YEARS EXPERIENCE IN fASbiON WEAR . 

' Good coMMANd of rhE ENqlish lANquAqe. 

If iNTERESTEd pIease ca([ 65469? OR 642107 


LI WAN 

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO ATTEND 



METALWORK 


by Ammar Khammash 

(the exhibition runs from November 1st until November 30th) 
Opening home 9«n-7pm except todays 

NOOR AL-HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

loti Wadi Saqra Street, between King AbduRah Gardens & Safeway 2nd right after gas station! 

for more information w 69914 1/2 





er. 


£pu. 








l. 


l9 ®5 


ch «mt 


Kai 


re P ann 8 to 

?**■ JMC 

■tySS 

Joa'Ma” 

u Aswaqi 

te 



1.750 

4.500 

1.230 

2-412 

4.450 

1.140 

3.680 

3.740 

3.360 

3.720 

1.020 

1.630 


R-. 192.24 
: +0.66t 


1.660 

2.04C 

3.310 

1.150 

1.330 

1.110 


;R| 128.00 

« *0.1i7 


3.69C 

S.00C 

9.AOO 

7.400 
3.660 
4.B0C 

2.400 

5.400 
.680 

2.430 

1.060 

1.830 

1.310 

2.00C 

1.960 

1.B70 

2-690 


IBs 124.60 

s ♦o.oa-- 


XR-. 156.92 
i H3.43- 


1E 


>/vs: 


Olh) 


Economy 





Asians offer know-how, 
'cash at Mideast summit 


jas 


stat k>0 


AMMAN (AFP) — Asian 
countries sent large business 
delegations to the Amman 
economic summit confident 
they have plenty to offer the 
Middle East in terms of fi- 
nance and know-how. 

Japan,, which sent only 
three businessmen to the &st 
summit. of its kind last year in 
the Moroccan city of Casab- 
lanca, bumped up its delega- 
tion to 40 businessmen for 
the three-day Amman con- 
ference. 

‘‘It shows increasing 
Japanese interest in the re- 
gion as the Israeli-Arab 
peace process develops," said 
a member of the delegation, 
Yoshiki Ha tan aka. 

“Asia will become in- 
creasingly important to the 
Middle East because of its 
capital and its wealth of ex- 
perience," said Yoshiki of 
dte institute for International 
Economic Studies in Tokyo. 

He said Japanese com* 1 
parries were interested in the 
large infrastructure projects 
in the fields of transport, 
communication and electric- 
ity on display at the confer- 
ence. 

Tokyo has also announced 
a total of $151 million in 
loans, co-financed with the 
World Batik, to the summit 
host Jordan for economic re- 
form and telecommunica- 
tions, as well as around $20 
million to help construct 
bridges between Jordan and 
Israel. 

But it is not just Japan's 
finance that will be valuable 


to the Middle East, Mr. 
Yoshiki said. 

“We have the experience 
of stalling from zero level 
after World War II and reviv- 
ing our economy to pre-war 
levels within 10 years. It is a 
good lesson for the Middle 
East," he added. 

Hirokazu Oikaa, a profes- 
sor at Japan's Kyorin uni- 
versity, said that Japanese 
companies were only “just 
discovering the eastern 
shores of the Mediterra- 
nean.” 

“Japan is being cautious. 
Once Syria and Lebanon are 
brought into the circle of 
peace, companies will adopt 
a much more aggressive 
approach," Mr. Oikaa ex- 
plained. 

Indonesian delegate bead 
Asril Noer also said the Mid- 
dle East could team much 
from the “rmrade of south- 
east Asia." 

“We can tell countries here 
how we fought for invest- 
ment, providing international 
companies with very attrac- 
tive incentives," he said. 

Haryono Eddyarto, presi- 
dent of the Indonesian trad- 
ing company Excol, said 
Asian countries were better 
placed to help -development 
in the region than Europe 
and the United States. 

"These days the big market 
is m Asia, and that's what the 
Middle East should be con- 
centrating on,” he said. 
“Also we have had the same 
problems with regulations, 
trade financing and customs 


structure in the past, so we 
know die practical ways to 
overcome these problems 
rather than just talking about 
it.” 

He said his company was 
looking to deals at the Am- 
man summit and had seen 
some interesting proposals in 
petrochemicals, power gen- 
eration and tourism. 

China, in contrast, behoves 
it is at a similar stage of 
development to tbe Middle 
East after opening up its eco- 
nomy to the outside world in 
1979. 

“We are a developing 
country, so what we can offer 
is doing business with Middle 
East companies on the basis 
of equality and mutual in- 
terest,” said Zhang Dianyi of 
the China Civil Engineering 
Construction company. “But 
we can't offer a large amount 
of capital and char might be a 
problem." 

Tbe company was heavily 
involved in building bridges, 
roads and dams in Iraq prior 
to the 1991 Gulf war, and 
now does a small amount of 
business with Israel, Jordan 
and Kuwait. 

“We are now looking to 
expand our dealings in the 
Middle East," he said. 
Zhang’s company was one of 
six Chinese firms at Amman, 
compared to just one at the 
Casablanca summit in Octo- 
ber 1994. 

Malaysia, Singapore, the 
Philippines and Thailand 
were also represented at the 
summit. 


Computer giants race for 
growing M.E. market 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — Computer 
giants from Asia and the 
West are racing to grab a 
bigger share of the Middle 
East market, taking advan- 
tage of a peace breakthrough 
and economic and copyright 
reforms. • 

Although its size is re- 
latively small compared with 
the industrial countries, the 
Middle East computer mar- 
ket is growing as fast as IS- 
per centLapnuaQy, more than 
tf double the average worid 
rate, experts said. 

From around SI billion five 
years ago, die market turnov- 
er in foe Arab region has 
jumped to more than $1.5 
billion and the figure is set to 
surge in tbe coming years as 
regional states push ahead 
with reforms. 

“Apart from foe economic 
upturn, foe introduction of 
laws to protect copyrights 
and intellectual property is 
also a crucial factor that is 
attracting world firms to this 
market,” Wahid Atallah, 
general manager of the 
Dubai World Tirade Centre, 
told AFP. 

The centre is organising 
foe Middle East's biggest 
computer show, in which 
more than 1,000 companies 
are exhibiting their latest 
technology. 

Such electronics and in- 
formation technology giants 
as Lotus, Microsoft, IBM, 
Compaq, Oracle, Sony, and 
Toshiba are among the parti-, 
opants at the Gulf Informa- 
tion Technology Exhibition 
95, which opened in Dubai 
p Saturday. 

The companies from the 
United States, Britain, 
France, Japan, Taiwan, Sing- 
apore and such Arab coun- 


tries as Egypt, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) are displaying a 
wide range of hardware and 
- software systems, personal 
computers, communication 
equipment and other pro- 
ducts. 

“There is a strong competi- 
tion in the Middle East 
among world computer com- 
panies. Some want to enter 
:foe market and others are 
seeking to maintain or boost 
rfoeir share as the market is 
steadily growing for both 
hardware and software," said 
Robert Butt, a U.S. exhibitor 
at the annual show. 

Competition has prompted 
major companies to increase 
investment to continuously 
develop . their programmes 
and produce more Arabic 
software in banking, insur- 
ance and other sectors to 
cater for local tastes. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
top oil producer and expor- 
ter, is by far the biggest com- 
puter market in the Middle 
East, accounting for nearly 
55 per cent of foe turnover. 
But Egypt is recording foe 
fastest growth in computer 
business as it has tbe largest 
population in foe region, esti- 
mated at 60 million. 

While Western firms re- 
main tbe dominant computer 
power in foe area, controlling 
nearly 65 per cent- Asian 
producers are steadily boost- 
ing their share through cut- 
ting prices and upgrading 
quality, dealers said. 

Figures obtained from foe 
four-day exhibition showed 
personal com paters are re- 
cording foe fastest growth 
rates, standing at around 30 
per cent per year. Between 
150,000 and 200,000 sets are 
sold annually in the Arab 


Yemen finalising plans 
for free zone in Aden 


ADEN (R) — Yemen will 
finalise plans within a month 
to turn ns southern port city 
of Aden into a free trade 
zone, foe official Saba News 
Agency has said. 

Saha said President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh chaired a 
meeting which instructed a 
committee of experts to draw 
op final plans for foe zone 
and submit them by Nov. 20. 

The Yemeni government is 
looking for ways to rerive 
Aden, a once bustling port 
which was badly affected by a 
siege during a rivfl war last 
year between the government 
in Sanaa and southern separ-, 
atiste based in the dty. 

Saba said the meeting re- 
viewed a report by Dirham 
Abdn Noman, the chairman 
of foe Aden Free Zone, on 
investment and infrastructure 

-4KT'- • 


projects including industrial 
parks, storage facilities and a 
port for containers. 

Some 37,000 hectares in 15 
different sites have been allo- 
cated for foe free zone area. 

Saba also said foe meeting 
reviewed negotiations with 
companies ana foreign inves- 
tors interested in establishing 
projects in the area, but gave 
no details. 

The decision to turn Aden 
into a free zone area was 
made shortly after the 1990 
merging of former south and 
north Yemen into a single 
state. Aden was the capital of 
South Yemen. 

Mr. Saleh declared Aden 
Yemen’s winter capital after 
the civil war and has said he 
wants to revive the city’s eco- 
nomic life. 
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World. 

The software and data base 
industry is also growing fast, 
with a turnover of more than 
$200 million annually. 

“The computer business, 
hardware and software, is set 
for large growth in foe com- 
ing years in this region as 
there is an increasing public 
awareness of foe importance 
of such an industry in this 
age," said P.; George at the 
Indian pavillion, one of foe" 
biggest software stall at foe 
exhibition. 

“You can say there is a sort 
of an onslaught by world 
companies, which are also 
encouraged by measures to 
protect intellectual proper- 
ty,” be added. 

Several Arab countries, 
mainly those in foe oil-rich 
Golf, have enforced legisla- 
tions to protect copyrights 
and intellectual property. 
The measures followed press- 
ure from the United States 
which had complained its 
companies were losing more 
than $2 billion a year because 
of piracy. 

Officials in Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE, which account 
for around two thirds of the 
Arab computer market, have 
reported progress in a cam- 
paign to wipe out piracy in 
computer and other audio- 
visual systems. Their mea- 
sures include regular inspec- 
tion of shops and heavy fines 
against violators. 

Organisers of GITEX said 
more world firms were look- 
ing for local agents at the 
show while others were nego- 
tiating for safe deals. 

“The exhibition is an 
for computer 
to promote their pro- 
ducts in the region and 
negotiate deals with possible 
customers,” one said. “Apart 
from deals, they sell to the 
public at an adjoining shop- 
ping centre. Last year such 
sales exceeded $5 million.” 


Summit 

launches 

MEMTTA 

By Francesca Ciriati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Middle 
East Mediterranean Travel 
and Tou rism Association 
(MEMTTA) was established 
Sunday according to the Am- 
man Declaration, issued by 
foe Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) Economic 
Summit. 

MEMTTA was the first 
regional body created by the 
MENA summit. The objec- 
tive of the new association 
“shall be to facilitate regional 
cooperation in travel and 
tourism in order to prom- 

ote and market foe region as 
a tourism destination as well 
as to encourage and assist the 
development of the tourism 
industry serving foe re gion, ” 
as read in the MEMTTA 
charter. 

Egypt, Israel, the PLO on 
behalf of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
Cyprus, Morocco, Tunisia 
and Jordan signed foe charter 
during a ceremony chaired by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. According to 
a press statement, Turkey 
was to sign the charter Tues- 
day. 

According to the text of 
foe charter attached to the 
press statement, MEMTTA 
will “carry out destination 
marketing activities," will 
constitute an instrument for 
collaboration between the 
public and the private sector, 
will create a new kind of 
public/private partnership in 
the tourism sector, and will 
“serve as an instrument for 
integrating the region into 
global tourism networks." 

The MEMTTA charter 
also states that education and 
training for the development 
of human resources in the 
field of tourism and the 
establishment of a data bank 
for the MENA region are 
activities the new association 
will carry out. 

Article four of the associa- 
tion’s charter says that mem- 
bership in MEMTTA will be 
extended to regional official 
members, (“central author- 
ities responsible for tour- 
ism"), regional public mem- 
bers (“other public bodies 
and associations'*), and re- 
gional enterprises members, 
(“tourism-related enter- 
prises, including airlines”). 

A workshop on tourism, 
held Monday morning at the 
Royal Cultural Centre 
(RC C), emphasised that 
MEMTTA represents a new 
kind of partnership between 
the governments, that consti- 
tute the policy making body 
of the association, and the 
private sector that is in 
charge of managing the asso- 
ciation's activities. 

Speaking at the workshop, 
Francesco Frangialli, deputy 
secretary-general of the 
World Tourism Organisation 
(WTO), expressed support 
for ali regional projects 
cooperating in tourism and 
welc omed foe creation of 
MEMTTA as the first region- 
al body to result from the 
MENA summit. 

Mr. Frangialli also said the 
WTO welcomes reg ional 
bodies, like MEMTTA, to 
join as affiliated members. 
He also called for rationality 
and cooperation in designing 
and managing tourism pro- 
jects. 

The idea of a regional tour- 
ism mechanism was first con- 
ceived at the MENA summit 
held in Casablanca last year, 
and foe first general meeting 
and regio nal conference of 
MEMTTA is expected to be 
held in May 1996, according 
to a brochure issued by 
MEMTTA. 


DELUXE FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR 
APARTMENT FOR RENT OR SALE 

Consists of a salon, dining, two bedrooms, utilities, independent 
central heating, gypsium decorations, luxurious furniture, excellent 
finishings. Location: Urrni A1 Summaq At Janoubl, near the 
Cerebral Palsy Foundation. 

Please <a£ teL 841138, 828315, 605999) 
between 3 and 9 p.m. and on Thursday 
and Friday between 9 am. to 9 p.m. 


LUXURIOUS VILLA j 

FOR S ALE ( SEMI PALACE J] 


A newly-built Luxurious villa of an area of 1500 square 
metres built on a l25o square metre plot of land, located 
in KhaJda, Tlaa’ A! Ali area, with unique specifications, 
Andalusian design with luxurious specifications, swimming 
pools, Jacuzzi, Sauna, Steam bath, club, offices, and 
luxurious decorations, under tile- heating system, internal 
lift, electronic safety and protection systems, outdoor 
garden and waterfalls, baibecue fire place. 

For those who are realty interested pis. call 687503. 

Price after Inspection 


Multinational companies 
eye growing Mideast market 


By Suleiman Al Khalidi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Western multi- 
national firms are laying 
groundwork to expand op- 
erations in the Middle East as 
progress in peace talks opens 
prospects for wider regional 
markets. 

“We are very optimistic 
that the peace process will 
open up all kinds of invest- 
ment opportunities in the 
Middle East," said Evan 
Jones, vice president, busi- 
ness development of 
Houston-based Amoco Pet- 
roleum Company. 

Tbe company, with over 
$30 billion of annual sales, is 
a third owner of a joint ven- 
ture company planning to 
build the "peace pipeline” to 
export LNG gas from Egypt 
to Gaza, Israel and Jordan. 

“These projects continue 
to look more feasible as the 
peace process continues to go 


forward," he added. 

In the telecommunications 
sector, many major telecoms 
firms are eyeing a rapidly 
expanding market as Middle 
Eastern countries rush to 
overhaul ageing networks, in 
increased competition to 
attract foreign Investment 
and privatising parts of state- 
owned telecommunications 
operations. 

Ericsson, the Swedish tele- 
communications giant, is 
looking at expanding post- 
peace regional market shares 
when future outlets open in 
Iran, Iraq and Syria. 

“We see other countries 
who are not yet (in the peace 
process): Syria, Iraq and 
Iran, they definitely will need 
to expand their communica- 
tions... it is not yet there, but 
we intend to do what we can 
to get a share,” said Goran 
Rassmuson, vice president, 
general manager of strategic 


markets, at Stockholm based 
Ericsson Telecom A.B. 

Charles Meyer, a legal con- 
sultant to European multina- 
tionals, said some of these 
firms “have very advanced 
studies." 

Mr. Meyer said: "A lot of 
companies will come and in- 
vest in projects in this re- 
gion... their intention is to be 
present at the very beginning 
of the developments. I am 
convinced that a lot of pro- 
jects will be put into prac- 
tice... I am convinced of 
prospects in the Middle East 
if there is peace, if Syria and 
Lebanon are joining the pro- 
cess.” 

Mr. Meyer said major 
European companies were 
“already involved in many 
public works projects and 
were organising fund-raising 
for key projects.” 

Businesses see wider pros- 
pects of integrated regional 


markets that did not exist 
before, with higher returns as 
countries compete to attract 
private capital in ambitious 
modernisation plans. 

A U.S. petroleum execu- 
tive who did not want to be 
identified said: “With the 
peace process allowing for 
greater integration, business 
opportunities are to follow." 

Arab-Israeli stability 
“allows the possibility to look 
beyond national markets and 
this is what we have to find 
out to see how far that has 
developed.” 

Many however, say while 
regional stability allowed 
many multinationals who 
previously shunned consider- 
ing operating in the region, 
the actual starting of concrete 
projects depended on many 
factors — nature of projects, 
financing, viability and first 
and foremost political stabil- 
ity. 


Moroccan official stresses sound financial 
policies for successful privatisation 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Privatisation 
could become a complete fai- 
lure if investment laws are 
not accompanied with sound 
financial policies, Moroccan 
Minister of Privatisation 
Abdul Rahman Saaidi said 
Tuesday. 

“As long as privatisation is 
forced on certain countries by 
the World Bank, resistance 
of it will continue and a con- 
flict of interest will take 
place, even among members 
of foe same government,” 
Mr. Saaidi told press confer- 


ence. 

“Morocco had no choice 
but to push through privatisa- 
tion policies, due to its large 
debts,” he said. 

Mr. Saaidi added the pub- 
lic sector was inefficient and 
financially incapable of car- 
rying out all the development 
programme that is expected 
from it. 

The private sector, he said, 
could shoulder some of the 
responsibility. 

r 

“They are more successful 
in terms of profit, but there is 
always a social price to pay,” 


Mr. Saaidi said. 

The Arab World, as a re- 
sult of the globalisation pro- 
cess, is obliged to open its 
market for foreign goods, he 
said. 

“We should work together 
to create our own market.” 
Mr. Saaidi said. 

He added the conflict in 
the Middle East region stands 
in the way of further coor- 
dination. 

An environment of trust 
should be created in order to 
encourage local investment, 
and reduce dependence on 
foreign capital, he said. 


“In Morocco we need ten 
more years to achieve com- 
plete privatisation, but we do 
not have a successful formula 
to follow or give to the 
world,” Mr. Saaidi added. 

The financial policies 
which Mr. Saaidi believes are 
cruciai to encourage priva- 
tisation are accountability 
and transparency which, he 
said, should involve im- 
plementing companies’ law 
■and liberalising trade law. 

Mr. Saaidi said Morocco 
has presented a number of 
projects for MENA but did 
not sign agreements. 


Cyprus to pump $2 billion into development until ’98 


NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus is to 
spend more than $2 billion in 
foe next few years on de- 
velopment projects, the is- 
land’s Planning Bureau said 
in a report. 

A basic objective of the 
five-year plan, from 1994 to 
1998, is to restructure and 
strengthen foe competitive- 
ness of foe island’s economy 
and its harmonisation to 


European Union rules, said 
the report. 

Cyprus applied for full 
European Union (EU) mem- 
bership in 1990. Accession 
talks are expected to begin 
six months after an inter- 
governmental summit in 

Tbe bureau said foe aim of 
the plan was to achieve a real 
annual growth rate of four 


per cent to ensure conditions 
of full employment, econo- 
mic stability and convergence 
with the Maastricht criteria. 

Over foe five year period 
total expenditure on develop- 
ment is put at around 980 
million Cypnis pounds, com- 
pared to 626 million pounds 
($1.37 billion) spent over foe 
previous five year period. 

Development of road net- 


works and airports absorbs 24 
per- cent of the ’budgeted 
amount, while reference is 
also made to the construction 
of a university building and a 
new genera] hospital . 

The report states that Cyp- 
rus will have to switch poli- 
cies and adjust to EU direc- 
tives as regards state aid, and 
must revise state subsidies 
given to fanners. 


A True look of a winner 
HYUNDAI EUhfoa% 


A Family saloon with the attributes of a sports car 

Engine: 1600 cc , 16 valve , 114 HP 

1800 cc , 16 valve , 128 HP f 
A.B.S. and AIR - BAG. 



Unity Trading Establisbhment 

Mecca street - Amman , Tel : 821310 - 821320 - 863719 - 863720 
Wahdat Branch : 772425 \775191 



HYunoni 

A Miracle In The Wolrd Of Cars 
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70RSCAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1995 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 
IP) Show business persons 
whom you deal which you 
communicate well with them 
and you will get good results 
for great success. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20) You can come to a fine 
agreement with a partner to- 
day if you show you under- 
stand what is uppermost on 
his. or her mind. 

G5S3N3: (May 21 to June 
22 > Be more skillfull at your 
career activities hnd get bet- 
ter results. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 io July 21) Get into the 
amusements with kin which 
have proven pleasurable for 
some rime to come and you 
will have enjoyable times 
with loved ones. 

LEO :<Julv 22 to August 21) 
Get your home more charm- 
rug. An overly dynamic part- 
ner could get you into trouble 
today ii you follow his or her 
*ead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Sit dgwn with 
associates and discuss how to 
make today and tonight more 
profitable. 

LrB?_V. (September 23 to 
October 22) Think about the 
nracricai and financial side of 
vour life and go after good 
advice from experts. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Do whatever 
can gain you personal goals 
:.nd be with persons who are 
IcyaS. 

.SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Confer 
will i experts and plan the 
urategv "today which can gain 
\ou vour aims faster and bet- 
ter for vour ultimate success. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 
;o January 20) Intimates and 
acquaintances make fine sug- 
gestions. so listen to them 
carefully today and tonight, 
PiSCES: (February 20 to‘ 
; v : -:ch 20) Lots of fine ideas 
are yours today, so put them 
•n operation without delay. 
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THERE S ONE THING 
BOTHERING ME WHEN IM 
SINGING— I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT TO DO J 

kWrm MY HANDS tCiV 


THAT'S EASY/ 
JUST HOLD THEM 
OVER YOUR MOUTH.' 



THE Daily Crossword by st^iey b. 


Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 Harvest 
5 Strikebreaker 
9 Very well known 

14 Zhivago's love 

15 Make tradable 
1 5 Mentally acute 

17 “Go Tell — the 
Mountain" 

18 Vitriolic 

19 Thick 

20 Painting, 
sculpture, etc. 

22 Roberts” 

23 *— where 
angels tear to 
tread" (Pope) 

25 Draft letters 

26 Insert. 
horiiculturaJIy 

31 Perplexed 
.35 Dry, as wine 

36 Woodwind 

37 Kentucky Derby 
winner 

41 Prong 

42 ■— Jude" 
(Beatles) 

43 Parcels out 

44 Glossier 
46 — rule 

(normally) 

48 Shrewd one 
54 Glad tidings 

58 Balderdash 

59 La Scala 
offering 

60 Peter at the 
piano 

61 Ceremony 

62 Passe 

63 Regretted 

64 Served perfectly 

65 Overwhelms 

66 Simians 

67 Genn and 
Durocher 

DOWN 

1 Precipice 

2 Proportional 
relation 

3 Maine college 
town 

4 Jury candidates 

5 Bart and Ringo 

6 Desert plant 


nn ill! as™ 

iin mi Hum 
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Yesterday’s puzzle strived: 


7 Wrong 

8 Fourposter 

9 Disappearing 

10 Longtime 

11 After-dinner item 

12 Different 

1 3 Forest denizen 

21 Very, musically 

22 Kind of pie 
24 Shoe part 

27 Table wine 

28 Border on 

29 Golfer's warning 

30 Pipe fittings 

31 Matinee times: 
abbr. 

32 Work hard 

33 Loudness unit 

34 Gen. Robert — 

35 Secret agent 

38 Departed spirits' 
abode 

39 Thyme, e.g. 

40 Gather 

45 Works dough 

46 Renee of silent 
films 


food buuuu V 
inns QQHQQDQ 

IZ3Q0 QQDDDDSIBQ 

iHQuaDBouBB □□□ 

B QQQQQQQ □□□□ 

F □□□□□□□ □bqqci 
□□□□□□□ □□□□□□> 
□QQDQQ □□□□QDU 
□uasa nauuunum 
!□□□□ □□□□□□□ ■ 
QQQ □□□□□□□ F 

IQQ □□□□□□□□□□□ 
[□□□□□IIEIBEI DQQQ 1 
■ □□□□□□□ QHDQ 
BDHBB BBPHi 


47 Church 
assemblies 

49 Golf score 

50 Wild 

51 Held in reserve 

52 Bone: pref. 


53 City in England 

54 “ — Little Acre" 

55 Gemstone 

56 Stiff hair 

57 Victim 
60 Gu/i gp. 




’ve begun a strength training program. 
I’ve started drinking from 16-ounce 
cans instead of 12-ounce cans." 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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^ DAJANI 

•elr JEWELLERS 

. Gems' of tlre : wor1d^ ^rAilbfithstonesIn 18 & 21 K golc 

1 Amici Hotel. ShQpS : =l 

* Unique designs . c j r cie, Amman 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
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SPOT THE FINESSE 




Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

In Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 

Fumished/unfumished for 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605. 810609, 810520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Sweifiyeh 
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A-I j . mt A A.\ I»H A_a4»,yi 

tAU*. fgjjMiAf AjSjIaD 

863944 - 816690 



t§ANABEL 

KAi ESTATE 


FOR RJEISHT 


Deluxe Villas 
SlAppartments 
in Amman 



L'. vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
a 1092 
TK 107 5 
CAQ 
a A 10fi2 

ST EAST 

7 * Q J 5 3 

G4 09 

7 6 2 OK 10943 

Odi *J7S 

SOLTH 
A A K 6 4 
C AQS32 
OS 5 
A.K 8 


. 7 - .re lead: Eijhi of a 

!•' ’..wa hw led an indelible 

■ — -:r. wi* Ow come of bridge ' 

- r tppropnaiely enough, 

r .' 1 from opposite shores of 
Tcitnct Reese of Lon- 
: • :'v la re Albert Mnreheod 

• !«c= Vo; a. Both, incidentally. 
e oir.cr.e the best players of 

■ -i?.: C'y 

M-rfcheyd held the South cards 
■n .ions from a pair event 
■; i'c.itured one of the more 


unusual finesses we have come 
across. Once North raised hearts, 
Moreheed proceeded toaUun via ibe 
ebenest route possible. 

In the absence of a diamond lead, 
the contract was excellent. Cooking 
only at the North-South cards, it 
would succeed if the diamond king 
were with West; if either defender 
held Q J of cluba double ton or 
tnpleton: or if spades were 3-3. As 
the play went. More head uncovered 
still another lias. 

Hoe opening lead was covered by 
the nine and jack of apedee and tak- 
en by the king. Three rounds of 
trumps were drawn, ending in 
dummy, and the ten of spades was 
led. East covered spun, declarer 
took the bco and, when West's sev- 
en was pinned, declarer's six was 
hi and the slam was assured. 

Since this was a duplicate tour- 
nament, Morehead was stall not sat- 
isfied. He crossed to the table with 
the ace of cluba and led the two of 
Spades. East produced the three 
and declarer finessed the Tour! 
When that held, a diamond was dis- 
carded on the six of spades and, 
after cashing the ace of diamonds, 
declarer returned to hand with the 
king of dubs to ruff a diamond for 
an overtnek and a lop score. 


1 MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

; The Best Cooking. 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere m Amman 
Oeir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Sir. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjrtz _ 
6:30 - 11*0 


SZECHWAN SftRBENS 





THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
jr by Henri Arnold and Mike Arytrion 




// ja-ixtkn 


Take mwmy hr avillaMf 

SSi AMae.SMT 

Dm vnamh Conxmri l* Centre 

TaL: 1*1174 
fact fated AhMtfSUvetf 


fl A N A If I A 
TECHNICAj 
METAL WORKS 

Suppliers of high 
quality weldUng 
macblnes. 
electrodes, flaxes, 
and accessories. 
Mm o Mpmdoi end 
f uttymquj pp*/ 
MC*M fAF 
e rnkt huumm. 

£ix Ifp. 7502 



816690 

At ^Ticriria 

La Coquette 

RESTAURANT 


For Sale 
or Rent 
In Abdoun 

1 300 m2 

Tel. 629901 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


ft/ tr.T.A 
D'ANGELO 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
Form the surpnse answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: A 


f Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles. ANKLE BASIN FLATLY KETTLE 
Answer What a gossip vvnler can run mio at a pary — 
TALL TAILS 


TKE BmOtGOtfTl RENTAL O 


DOLLAR 

RENTA CAR 

Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmemni 
Tel- 693399 


Miuiriir Y ul>ka«i tS. Suits 

francesco 

smalto 

Paris 

Melt'd r kJeosi 

5 

ouis Feraud - Ammfa 

CoiTimercia! Center Gf. 
Urr. - Uthaina - Tel: 8S4721 . 


For Re$. 812997 - 814118 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 

c 

trand Unfurnished 

O ^ 

^-Villas apartments u- 

♦J 

Sand office Space 

cc 

o To Suit all Budgets o 

LL Li. 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


^.FORYOURJ: 

.Advertfsem 

/ Jordan ' ^ 
Times fe 


Cal! tel: 




TeM>80093 
A VIS RENTACAR 

RENT A PHONE 

when you pit k 
up your keys 


AUTHENTIC 
ITAUAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 
Air-conditioned Lounge 






Tel. 699420 
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667171 ext 223 


j vm nwip fh. *«; I 

12 airs COFFEE MAKER 
with Permanent Filter 
L ACEftlTS .u -VANAffA - Tef- 613097. 


^€6 

junior 

MaxMara 

SP 0 RTMAX 

Sandra 

Boutique 

Jordan Insurance Bide. 
Third Circle 
Tel. 647800 


Abdoun - Tel : 819564 

Mobil Phone ■ {079) 29339 
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Stockholm might bid for 2004 Games 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Stockholm will bid for the 2004 
Olympics, as long as the government approves a financial 
guarantee, the city council decided late Monday. 

The vote, ta ke n after a three-hour debate, was 72 in 
favour and 27 against the bid. 

The mam parties m the council, including the Social 
Democratic Party and conservative Moderate Party, voted 
in favour of the Olympic bid. 

Bids for the Summer Games must be presented next year 
to the Internationa] Olympic Committee, which will decide 
the host dty in 1997. 

Stockholm last hosted the Summer Olympics in 1912, 
and also served as the equestrian venue for the 1956 Games 
that were staged in Melbourne, Australia. 

All major sports organisations, including the Swedish 
Olympic Committee, have expressed their support for the 
bid. A majority of Stockholmers, 73 per cent, favoured the 


bid provided no tax money is involved, a recent poll said. 

Stockholm proposes a budget of 12 billion kronor ($1.7 
billion). The main cost will involve the construction of a 
new 80,000-seat Olympic stadium. 

- The 1912 Olympic stadium is still used for international 
competition, including athletics. 

Some doubts have been raised about the planning 
committee's estimates that lottery profits could amount to a 
fifth of the budget. 

■ Other contenders Stockholm faces include Rome, Italy; 
Cape Town, South Africa; Istanbul, Turkey; Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil; Buenos Aires, Argentina; San Juan, 
Puerto Rico; St. Petersburg, Russia; Seville, spain; and 
Lyon or Lille in France. 

China has not confirmed yet whether it will submit a bid. 
Beijing lost by two votes to Sydney, Australia, in the -vote 
for the 2000 Games. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Ferrari gears up in Middie East 

MARANELLO, Italy (R) — Luxury sports car maker 
FeiTari said on Monday it was opening new outlets in the 
Middle East and Far East to help capitalise on a boom in 
sales. The Italian firm, owned by Fiat Spa, said Global 
sales sh?t up 25 per cent over the first nine months of 1995. 
“By the end of the year we expect to have sold some 3,300 
cars against 2,792 in 1994." a spokeswoman at the firm 
said. Ferrari said in a statement it had opened an office in 
Shanghai on Monday, its second sales outlet in China. It 
was also poised to open new showrooms in Dubai and 
Malaysia. The company said sales in the Far East and 
among Pacific states was helping drive Ferrari forward. 
“Ten years ago this area represented barely three per cent 
of Ferrari sales. Today it accounts for over 15 per cent," 
the company's statement said. 

Sainz back with Toyota 

PARIS (AFP) — Carlos Sainz wifi rejoin Toyota, with 
whom he won two world championships in 1990 and 1992, 
next season. The Spaniard has been driving for Subaru for 
the last two seasons. He is neck and neck with Scottish 
team-mate Colin McRae going into the RAC Rally of 
Britain after winning last week's Catalunya Rally. Toyota 
also said they had parted company with their technical 
director Dieter Bulling after world champion Didier Auriol 
of France was disqualified from the Catalunya Rally. 
Auriol lost his fourth place when scrutineers discovered fus 
Toyota Ce lira’s turbo air-intake was illegal. The disqual- 
ification cost Auriol any chance in the world championship 
which finishes until the RAC on Nov. 19-22. 

.Bolton upset Arsenal 1-0 

BOLTON, England (AP) — Forward John McGinlay 
scored a first-half goal as Bolton upset Arsenal 1-0 Monday 
in an En glish Premier League match. After Arsenal 
pressured in the first 15 minutes, McGinlay broke through 
in tire 35th on a 15-yard (metre) shot off a pass from Alan 
Stubbs to give Bolton the lead and only its second victory of 
the season. It was only the sixth goal yielded this season by 
Arsenal in league play and its first goal allowed in 433 
minutes. ^Arsenal, suffering only its second loss of the year, 
press^tbro ugbp ut the second h^torrfafledl£pe?a£^ tot 
beat the stretched but poised Bolton defense.^ English 
International David Platt came onwithli minutes to play 
— his first appearance in more than a month after being out 
with an injuiy. 


Amra Hotel Shops. Amman 


SKYFLYERS CARGO 

Air freight cargo - packing - clearance 

* Courier services. 

* Doorto Door. 

* Network of agent all over the world. 

Just call us 

Tel: 681951 J=ax: 681952 


FOR RENf 

Three bedrooms unfurnished, two living rooms, 
dining room, kitchen, two baths, three balconies, 
4th floor. Independent C.H. & telephone. 
Location: Shmeisani, near Bird’s Garden, 10 
Adbel Halem Nimer SL 

Tel: 667862 r 693443 


ROZANA RENT A CAR 

1995 Japanese car rented at JD 350 
monthly or JD 15 daily 

Tlaa Al Ali, A! Madina Al Munawara Street, 
hlba Commercial Centre, near Pizza Hutt 
Pager 865999/183 


FOR RENT 

£ FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

>£0ne bedroom, firing room, K & B. 

-^Studio of one bedroom, kftchenet, bath, C.H. & telephone. 
Location: Jabal Amman, near Khalidi Hospital, 7 Mustafa 
KhaJifah SL 

Tel: 667862 - 642351 


PARIS (AFP) — Rangers 
are hoping for a sensational 
victory over Juventus and 
Celtic wifi be looking to beat 
Paris St. Germain this week, 
as Europe’s top clubs head 
for Glasgow. 

Winless after three match- 
es. Rangers must beat the 
Italians at Ibrox to keep alive 
their already remote chances 
of qualifying from Group C. 

Juventus, who have won all 
three of their games, made a 
mockery of the Scots in Turin 
two weeks agos, playing them 
oft the field in a 4-1 rout. 

The tables were turned in 
the Calcio on Sundayu. when 
Juventus were trounced 4-0 
by Lazion, but the hiding 
may well have givne the Ita- 
lians extra fire. 

Coach Marcello Lippi was 
sanguine about bis men's per- 
formance in Rome. 

“I take full responsibility 
for the defeat," he said. “I 
fielded a team which was 
tired and lacked vision in 
every department. Clearly, 
I've not made a good job of 
handling the fixture list.” 

On the positive side, Lippi 
should have two first team 
regulars back from injury — 
French midfielder Didier De- 
schamps and Libero Pietro 
Vierchowod. 

But he may also decide to 
rest strike partners Alessan- 
dro Del Piero and Fabrizio 
Ravanelli, leaving Gianlora 
Vialti and Michele Padovano, 


who is also back from injury, 
to lead from the front. 

England playmaker Paul 
Gascoigne, who missed the 
roasting in the Stadio Delle 
Alpi, returns to the Rangers 
line-up for is first Italian en- 
counter since leaving Lazio. 

“I can't do it on my own 
and it wifi be very tough 
indeed for us." Gascoigne 
said. “We must attack from 
the word go. We will have to 
work really and when we get 
the ball we must try and keep 
it. 

“Then we will have to try 
and make chances for the 
forwards but we know we got 
a lesson from Juventus in tiie 
first game." 

The other title favourites, 
defending champions Ajax 
Amsterdam, have an easy fix- 
ture against Grasboppers in 
Zurich, having already 
beaten the Swiss 3-1 a fort- 
night ago. 

Ajax, 6-1 winners at the 
weekend, have a 100 per cent 
record in both the Dutch and 
Champions leagues and have 
so far conceded only a single 
goal in European action. 

Group rivals Real Madrid 
arc looking for more fun 
against Ferencvaros, after a 
6-1 walkover last month. 
However, Real’s Chilean 
striker Ivan Zamorano and 
libero Fernando Hierro are 
both doubtful with muscle . 
strains. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY/ASSISTANT 
ADMINISTRATOR REQUIRED 

Knowledge of written and spoken 
English, computer literacy is a must 

Interested applicants send resume 
by fax # 601507 or to P.O.Box 2143 
Amman, 11181, Jordan. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
Um Summaq 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
L-shaped salon, telephone, 
good furniture. 

Call telephone 862563 


FOR RENT 


BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED LARGE 
FLAT IN UM UTHAINA FOR RENT, 
SUITABLE FOR DIPLOMATS. FOUR 
LARGE BEDROOMS , LIBRARY. 
SERVANTS ROOM, GARAGE. 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION 

PLEASE CALL 822934 


For Investment in the Jordan Valley 

A 100 dunum plot of land with a 3 kilometre 
elevation at the main street in a hilly area east of 
Sheikh Hussein bridge, it is suitable for a hotel as it 
is located near mineral hot water springs. A 
group of experts have undertaken a study on the 
plot of land. 

If interested in purchasing the land 
or in a joint venture 

please call Tel. 221080 Deir Abi Said, Al 
Khatlb surveying office, Nabil Al Khatib. 


Tearful Leconte postpones final bow 


Europe’s best head 
for Glasgow 


PARIS (AFP) — Henri 
Leconte, playing in his last 
Paris Indoor Open, gave the 
noisy Bercy Stadium crowd 
just what they wanted on the 
first day of the S2.25 million 
event late Monday. 

The 32-year-old French- 
man, currently ranked 149th 
and due to retire after next 
year's French Open, post- 
poned his final curtain bow 
on the centre-court for at 
least another round when he 
beat American baseliner 
Aaron Krickstein 7-5, 6-3 in 
75 minutes. 

He now plays eighth-seed 
Sergi Bruguera of Spain. 

Leconte, twice a semi- 
finalist here, typically blew 
hot and cold and mixed the 
sensational with the over- 
ambitious. But his inimitable 
and exciting brand of tennis 
delighted the partisan home 
spectators and produced a 
night of nostalgia and emo- 
tion. 

And such was the tension 
that when Krichstein double- 
faulted to surrender the 
match, Leconte burst into 
tears in front of the cheering 
fans. 

“They were fantastic,” he 
said later of the crowd which 
once jeered him off the same 
court. 

“You can have no idea 
what it means to win here in 
front of this crowd. I have 
spent 20 years of my life 
playing the tour and I don’t 
want to end my career. But 
everything has to come to an 
end.” 

Leconte, the world's fifth- 
ranked player a decade ago, 
upset the Paris crowds when 
he criticised them after they 
had booed his poor showing 
against Mats Wilander of 
Sweden in the 1988 French 
Open final at Roland Garros. 

He was jeered and booed 
again later the same year 
when he lost to John McEn- 
roe in the first round at Ber- 
cy. 

But he won back their sup- 
port in 1992 when he upset 
tournament favourite Pete 
Sampras before putting out 
Australian Wally Masur de- 
spite sustaining a serious heel 
injury. 

In the match against Krick- 
stein Leconte got off to the 
perfect start. He streamed ' 
3-0 and 4-1 clear before sud- 
denly going off the boil and 
allowing his shell-shocked 
opponent, currently ranked 
110 places above him, to 
come .back to 5-5. 


Two games later, however, 
Leconte was back at his best 
and keeping the pressure on 
the American he dinched the 
set at a fourth attempt on 
Krickstein’s serve. 

In the second set. the 
American, who had never 
beaten Leoonte in four pre- 
vious encounters, broke to go 
3-3 dear but Leconte im- 
mediately surged back. 

Rocking Krickstein’s hard- 
hitting baseline defence with 
a superb mixture of blistering 
returns, flashing passing 
shots and superb stop- 
volleys, a rampant Leconte 
didn’t drop another game. 

In the day's other matches, 
Alexander Volkov, hoping 
for some impressive perform- 
ances in the French capital to 
cement a place in Russia's 
Davis Cup team for the De- 
cember final against the Un- 
ited States, struggled to come 
to terms with some big- 
serving from French qualifier 
Daniel Courcol. 

The 28-year-old left- 
hander from Kaliningrad 
dropped the first set to the 
Frenchman and looked to be 
heading for the nearest exit 
sign before finally picking up 
his game to score a 4-6. 6-3, 
6-3 victory in 97 minutes. 

He was helped by his oppo- 
nent’s inexperience. Courcol 
hit nine double-faults and 
foiled to display the necessary 
ruthlessness on the big points 
when he was ahead. 

Volkov, ranked 28th, now 
plays three-times tournament 
winner Boris Becker for a 
place in the last 16 on Tues- 
day. 

Becker, seeded third and a 
winner here in 1986, 1989 and 
1992, confirmed he would be 
competing in the event after 
coming through a strenuous 
work-out on Sunday. He had 
suffered a reoccurrence of a 
back injury in Essen last 
week. 

One of Monday's main sur- 
prises came from fleet- 



Heuri Leconte 

footed, 26-year-old Dutch 
left-hander Jan-Henrik 
Davids. 

Davids, a qualifier ranked 
a lowly 413th, gave Lionel 
Roux of France a taste of his 
own medicine by scoring a 
6-2. 3-6, 6-3 win. 

Twelve months ago it was 
the 22-year-old Roux, cur- 
rently ranked 77th, who was 
doing the giantkilling by 
beating Germany’s Michael 
Stich in the second-round. 

Other first day winners 
were experienced Americans 
David Wheaton and Richey 
Reneberg, Byron Black of 
Zimbabwe, Mark Woodforde 
of Australia and Jakob 
Hlasek of Switzerland. 

Hlasek, the only player 
who has competed in all 10 



CARS FOR SALE (DUTY UNPAID) 

* TOYOTA Cressida (1992), white, A/C, stereo, 
power steering. 

* NISSAN Bluebird (1990), white, A/C, power 
steering. 

* MITSUBISHI Montero (1989) 4WD, short wheel 
base, brown, A/C, stereo, power steering. 

All cars well maintained and in good condition. 

For additional information call 671349 


editions of the tournament 
since it was launched in 1986, 
raced to an impressive 6-1, 
6-3 victory over Bemd Kar- 
bacher of Germany. 

Woodbridge saw off the 
awkward Jim Grabb of the 
United States 6-1, 6-3. 

Wheaton crushed Italy’s 
Renzo Furlan 6-2. 6-3. 


On the Dead Sea 
Shores 

To handle your 
real estate offers 
in Sweimeh, Zara, 
Rama, Karama 
The Dead Sea 

Real Estate 
office 
manager: 

Afif Al Qaisiah, 
licensed 
' surveyor , 

Rama- Dead Sea 
cross-roads, 
beside Al Manqal 
Tel. 841457 


w? mmm thse* 

24 hrs rent or sale service 
Furnished / unfurnished 
For more details just call or fax 
Hamido Real Estate 


FOR INVESTMENT IN IRBID 

A building located in an excellent 
commercial area beside Irbid 
municipality is offered for rent. 

A building suitable for offices and clinics. 
The ground floor is suitable for a bank or 
a large firm or establishment. 




THE BRITISH COUNCIL JORDAN 

vacancy 

INFORMATION ASSISTANT - Z * l ! I - 


The British Council Amman invites applications for - 
this new post. Successful candidates should: 

* have excellent command of written & spoken 
English & Arabic. 

* have word - processing & spreadsheet abilities. 

* have good public relations skill & attitudes. 

* be willing to work flexible hours. 

Library related work experience is desirable. 

please send your CV to Manager Information Services 
The British Council 
P. O. Box 634 
Amman 11118 
or fax it to: 656413 

CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS 
IS SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER 1995 
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For further information please call at the 
site or ring Tel. 277656 Irbid. 
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CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA ’ TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 -618275 

Nabil & Hisham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 

Jean Reno, 
Natalie Portman 
; & Gary Oldman. . .in 

L eon 

“The Professional” 

.Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

Nabila Obeld & Yousef Shaman 
...in 

Huda & His Excellency the 
Minister 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Weekend At Bernies 
Part II 

Slows : 1230, 330, 530, 630, 830, 1030 

CONCORD “I" 

On Deadly Ground 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

. CONCORD “2" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

dirde of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:15 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 

Presents ; 

\“Peace Oh Peace” 

in English every Saturday 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 525155 



















i4 News 

Israel signs memo with 
Enron to buy Qatari gas 

MainLNG transit terminal 
likely to be built at Aqaba 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER I, 1995 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jnrdnn Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN -- Israel on Tuesday 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding with an 
American company to buy up 
to three million tonnes of 
Q.iiari natural gas. with 
pio<peeis strong that JoTdan 
wi.uld house the main transit 
terminal that could serve 
Israel as well as the Kingdom 
.in.J the Palestinian 
territories. 

if to seal the indirect al- 
liance. Qatari Foreign 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Ben 
J.ismmu Al Thani and his 
Israeli counterpart Shimon 
Pei cs also met and shook 
hands in front of cameras in 
Hue of the rarely public en- 
counters between ministers of 
the two countries which do 
n*’t have diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

The memorandum was 
signed by Israeli Energy 
Minister Gnnen Segev and 
the chief executive of the 
L'.S. Enron Corporation at 
the Middle East and North 
Airiea (MENA) summit, 
which concluded in Amman 
on Tuesday after three days of 
discussions on regional 
economic development and 
business opportunities. 

The signing of the document 
followed an announcement on 
Monday that the government 
o! Qatar and Enron had 
reached an agreement under 
which the U S. firm will pro- 
cess |j\c million tonnes of 
natural gas a year and 40,000 
barrels of condensate a day at 
a plant to he built in Qatar. 

Enron is operating Qatar’s 
gum North Dome Field in 
partnership -with Mobil . the 
g;t‘ project is expected to 
ci-‘?t between $4.5 billion and 
S5 billion. 

Qatar, which says direct 
dealings with Israel has to 
vi ait until full peace is 
achieved in the Middle East. 


is not directly involved in the 
memorandum signed on 
Tuesday, but it is the first 
time that Israel will be 
purchasing gas from a Gulf 
country. 

According to Jordanian and 
Israeli officials, there is a 
tacit agreement that a major 
gas terminal will be built at 
Jordan's Aqaba port, which 
will take in liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) ferried aboard 
tankers from the Enron plant 
at Ras Laffan in Qatar. From 
Aqaba, the gas will be trans- 
ported overland to Israel, 
which, according to Mr. 
Segev. will build a S300 mil- 
lion plant to convert LNG to 
consumable gas. Delivery is 
expected to begin in 2010. 
The Aqaba terminal would 
also help meet the demand for 
gas in Jordan as well as the 
Palestinian territories. The 
officials emphasised that the 
Aqaba project proposal was 
not final as such since Enron 
had kept the option open to 
build the terminal at an Israeli 
port, but ii looked like Aqaba 
would be the final choice. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres appeared to 
throw his weight behind the 
Aqaba proposal when he told 
reporters Tuesday morning 
that "there arc suggestions 
that the main station will be 
on the Jordanian side.” 

“If Jordan wants to supply 
gas to Israel, why not?" he 
said. 

The cost of the Aqaba termi- 
nal under consideration and 
the potential returns from it 
for Jordan were not immedi- 
ately known. 

Qatar is the first Gulf Arab, 
country to enter a major 
commercial project that di- 
rectly or indirectly involves 
Israel after indicating 
strongly in the 1 last few 
months that Doha was inter- 
ested in having relations with 
the Jewish state. 

The Saudi-led Gulf 


Cooperation Council, ol 
which Qatar is a member 
along with the United Arab 
Emirates. Kuwait. Bahrain, 
and Oman, dropped the indi- 
rect trade boycott of Israel 
early this year. Oman has 
agreed to set up direcL trade re- 
lations with Israel. 

Shortly after the 1 - rac I - 
Enron memorandum was 
signed on Tuesday. Sheikh 
Hamad, the Qatari minister. 
Sheikh Abdullah Ben Hamad 
Al Attiyah. Qatar’s minister 
of energy and industry, and 
Mr. Peres posed for photogra- 
phers and shook hands tal- 
lowing a closed-door meet- 
ing. 

It was not immediately 
known what was discussed aL 
the meeting, which was also 
attended by Mr. Segev. the 
Israeli energy minister. 

Mr. Peres described the 
event as the beginning of 
“the political process” with 
Qatar and said if had made 
“some small steps forward." 

“1 do believe we are now be- 
ginning to proceed into a new 
relationship.. .I'm rather op- 
timistic about it." 

Mr. Segev told Israel Radio 
that he expected Qatar to es- 
tablish some form of official 
relations with Israel soon. 

“I'm happy to say that the' 
economic process has by- 
passed the political process, 
and I'm sure that this is a gen- 
uine assurance that the politi- 
cal process will come very 
quickly in the wake of the 
economic process, and will 
be very soundly based and 
deep-rooted.” he told Israel 
Radio, monitored by the 
Associated Press. 

Reuters quoted Sheikh 
Hamad in an earlier interview 
that there was a “diversity" of 
views" among the GCC mem- 
bers over moves towards po- 
litical and economic normali- 
sation with Israel. 

(Continued on page 7) 








r U Minister Amr Musa and his Qatari counterpart Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem Al Thani shake 

hf£!£as His Majesty Kinc Hussein looks on after reconciling the rival offers by Egypt and Qatar to host the 
next Middle East and North Africa economic summit (photo by Yousef Allan) 

King reconciles Qatari, Egyptian offers 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday met with the 
Egyptian and Qatari fore- 
ign ministers, Amr Musa 
and Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Jasem Al Thani. to recon- 
cile the two countries' posi- 


Touqan 
injured in fall 

AMMAN tJ.T.j - Omayya 
Touqan, rapporteur of the 
national commiuee in charge of 
preparing and organising the 
Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) summit, fell from the 
main podium of the press centre 
of the s ummi t and injured his kg, 
witnesses said. 

Dr. Touqan. director of the 
Amman Financial Market, was 
leaving the more than onc- 
metre-bigh platform after 
addressing a joint press 
conference with Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh and two 
international consultants on 
Jordan's international credit 
rating when he slipped and fell 
on his back. 

Dr. Touqan was seen 
writhing in pain and did not get 
up lest be would further damage 
his ankle, the witnesses said, lie 
was taken away in a stretcher by 
a medical team that was present 
at the press centre. 

Dr. Touqan was missing from 
the closing ceremonies, and 
Taleb Rifai. commercial 
counsellor at the Jordanian 
embassy in Washington. D.C.. 
read out the final communique of 
the summit, the Amman 
Declaration, on his behalf. 
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tions regarding the venue 
for the next Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit. 

In a statement to the 
press on the final day of the 
MENA summit King Hus- 
sein said: "We were able to 


overcome what was called 
misunderstanding, and 
matters went back to nor- 
mal. I am happy and 
proud, as a matter of fact, 
for what has taken place 
and response of our 
brothers. The response of 


our brothers in Qatar is 
wonderful because it has 
given up aspirations to its 
bigger brother. Egypt, for 
the next summit which is 
going to be held next year, 
everybody had agreed that 
the next one would be held in Qatar." 


Jordan’s international credit 
rating is up, Jardaneh reports 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Jordan's interna- 
tional creditworthiness has 
gone up. expanding the 
Kingdom's access to interna- 
tional funds and adding an- 
other positive element to its 
efforts to build forcignc cur- 
rency reserves and attract for- 
eign investment. Finance 
Minister Basel Jardaneh said 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Jardaneh. addressing a 
press conference on the 
fringes of the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit, noted that 
Jordan was the first Arab 
country to receive a 
sovereign rating from 
Standard & Poor (S&P) as 
well as Mo»»dy*s. both inde- 
pendent international institu- 
tions renowned for their ob- 
jective assessment and analy- 
sis. 

The rating now allows the 
Jordanian government and 
businessmen to tap the inter- 
national pool of pension 
funds and insurance firms 
which arc prohibited from 
lending to or investing in 
countries which do not have 
such an international assess- 
ment. 

The assessment is in fact 
higher than that given to 
Brazil and Argentina, two 
other countries with eco- 
nomic tcatures similar to that 


of Jordan but which have 
been dealing with the 
international Funds available 
from the pension funds and 
insurance companies for 
years after implementing 
structural adjustment 
programmes like Jordan. 

Mr. Jardaneh hastened to 
add that the increased interna- 
tional creditworthiness did 
not mean that Jordan was go- 
ing to borrow more and add 
up to its foreign debts. 

Jordan's fiscal policy aims 
at continued building of its 
foreign exchange reserves 
that will help maintain the 
stability of the Jordanian di- 
nar and securing funds for in- 
vestments that help eco- 
nomic development, said the 
minister. 

"The funds will not he used 
for consumer imports." Mr. 
Jardaneh al firmed. 

Later, the minister told the 
Jordan Times that Jordan re- 
mained committed as ever to 
implementing the economic 
restructuring programme 
agreed with the International 
Monetary Fund. 

The minister would not 
elaborate on the measures be- 
ing planned by the govern- 
ment. The IMF programme 
calls for a restructuring of 
power and water tariffs and 
more cost -effective manage- 
ment of the Kingdom's inter- 
nal finances. 

Omayya TouqaiJ. director- 





Basel Jardaneh 

general of the Amman 
Financial Market (AFM). 
said Jordan was the first Arab 
country to ask for the ratings 
from the two institutions. 

In layman's terms, the S&P 
rating of “ Single B Plus" for 
Jordan external debts and a 
“Triple B Minus" for the 
Kingdom's internal debts (in 
dinars) as well as Moody's 
"Ba3" rating put the country 
above the halfway mark in a 
hypothetical scale of one to 
10. 

“It is a breakthrough." said 
Mr. Jardaneh. "It is the first 
step in increasing Jordan's 
creditworthiness around the 
globe.” 

Dr. Touqan said the process 
of securing the rating was 

(Continued on page 9) 


OPIC says Amman summit 
‘extraordinarily substantive’ 


40 YEARS OF SERVICE I 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

lor, hr: Tinny Staff Hi’porhr 

AMMAN — The Overseas 
Private Investment 
Curporation (OPIC). a key 
American agency directly 
in vi iked in financing U.S. 
investments abroad, feels 
that the Middle East and 
North Airiea iMUNA'i 
summit held in Amman was 
very fruitful and had ad- 
vanced its quest tn materi- 
alise financing fnr projects 
in the region, its chief 
executive said Tuesday. 

Speaking a few hours be- 
fore the formal closing of 
the summit. Ruth Harkins, 
president and chief execu- 
tive of OPIC. also drsdnsed 
(lull the organisation was 
involved in "serious" 
discussions on financing 
projects in Jordan and the 
Palestinian territories. 

"We arc very pragmatic in 
the sense that our interest in 
moving capital into the 
Middle East is our only 
interests.” Ms. Harkins told 
a press briefing. "So this 
hits been .< productive 
Miinmii for us in the sense 
(hat ‘ac feel that particularly 
the American business 
community we support is 
really getting down to 
thinking of making serious 
long-term investments in 
the region." 

“Our commitment to 
Jordan and the West Bank 
and Ga/.t Strip is very, very 
stiong.” she said. “We have 
many deals in the pipeline 
that we arc definitely 
talking about in Jordan as 


well as the West Bank and 
Cla/u." 

Ms. Harkins declined to 
discuss specifies of the 
projects under discussions 
except (hat they involved 
"virtually all sectors" and 
(Tut actual financing could 
Marl flowing in 1W6. 

“We would like to tell you 
of the projects, but we 
cannot." said Ms. Harkins, 
adding that it was OPIC 
policy not to reveal 
specifics before actual cap- 
ital financing has heen cl*- 
lected. • 

In addition to discussing 
project financing. OPIC had 
also raised the issue of the 
investment climate with 
heads of stale in the region, 
said Ms. Harkins, affirming 
dial the content of the 
discussions was mainly the 
measures ihui the state 
should adopt to attract 
American investors. 

“We had the opportunity to 
be involved in very sub- 
stantive conversations re- 
garding what needs to be 
done to encourage American 
investors to invest in the 
region." she said. 

One of the project that 
have been finalised in the 
West Bank, she said, was for 
a $5 million cement plant. 
OPIC has provided a S2 
million loan and S3 million 
political insurance to the 
project in which a U.S.- 
hnsed firm. Bufckit of Ohio, 
arc major equity holders. 
OPIC, a U.S. government 
agency, offers up to 25 per 
cent of the capital of any 
venture in which an 



American company holds 25 
per com equity ;tr.J all other 
shareholders ore from the 
private sector. It also offers 
up m 5fi per cent political 
insurance coverage. 

Asked how strong were 
demands from American 
Finns for OPIC political risk 
coverage. given the 
oclMshmi.iI bouts of 
violence in the region. Ms. 
Markin- said "Strong." 

According in Jordanian 
businessmen who have been 
exploring possibilities of 
cniciing joint ventures with 
American companies say 
that "dozens" nf small- and 
medium-size U.S. firms were 
hi touch with OPIC for 
financing. None of the 
businessmen would agree to 
be more specific than that. 
Ms Harkins said OPIC 
finances projects with loans 
from SZW to $200 million 
The corporation has several 
billion dollars to draw from. 
In addition, it has set up a 
special fund of $250 million 
for the Middle East. 

"We have some 20 funds 
like that." said Ms. Harkins. 
The OPIC chief said she 
expected a lot of follow-up 
work from the summit on 
project financing “in the 
next few months.” 

"The follow-up work here 
is extremely important.” 
said Ms. Harkins. "Wc do 
have the momentum, we do 
have the enthusiasm for 
investment. We do have to 
have follow up as soon as 
possible on specific 
investments. For us the 
work is just beginning." 


Nose rubbing 
wears thin for 
Duke of Edinburgh 

ROTORUA, New Zealand 
(AFP) — Britain’s Duke of 
Edinburgh found rubbing 
noses here Tuesday a bit 
tiresome after the line-up 
of noses to be rubbed grew 
a little long. His first orn- 
cial engagement in New 
Zealand saw him visit 
Mokoia Island m 
Rotorua where a sutchbiru 
•breeding programme is 
funded by one of his chan- 
ties, the World Wildlife 
Fund. As he arrived on the 
island he was greeted by 
elders of the Te Arawa 
tribe. The official pro- 
■ gramme called for the duke 
to “hongi” with a handftil 
of elders. A hongi involves 
touching noses to share 
the air.’ However as the 
duke began to hongi. the 
line-up of noses suddenly 
grew and according to TV3 
network after he rubbed 36 
noses he quit the line-up 
and went to see the birds. 

Diana to visit 
Argentina 

LONDON (AP) — 
Princess Diana will visit 
Argentina in late 
November. Buckingham 
Palace has announced. The 
visit on Nov. 23-26 is 
another sign of warming 
relations between the two 
countries, who went to war 
over the Falkland Islands in- 
1982. The princess' mis- 
sion was described as a 
“working visit" but no 
. details of her itinerary were 
'released. Last week. Prime 
Minister John Major met 
Argentine President Carlos 
Menem in New York dur-. 
ing the 50th anniversary 
celebrations at the United 
Nations. It was the first- 
meeting between leaders of. 
the two countries since jfc. 
war. Mr. Major invited lig:. 
Menem to visit Britain, but' 
no date was announced. 


Volunteers tame | 
devil’s night fires 
in Detroit 

DETROIT (R> — An army 
of more than 30.000 volun- 
teers appeared to be hold- 
ing arson fires to a mini- 
mum in the annual Detroit 
pre-halloween ritual 
known as “devil’s night." 
The unusual public vigil, in 
which residents “adopted” 
abandoned homes for the 
night or patrolled streets 
with flashing yellow lights 
on top of their care, follows 
a wild rampage last year 
that set off 182 fires, the 
highest level since 1986. 
Mayor Dennis Archer, 
determined to prevent 
another flare-up in arson, 
said he was pleased with 
the city's efforts, which 
included the arrest of more 
than 150 juveniles for vio- 
lating the city's 6 p.tn. to 6 
a.m. curfew. “We had in 
excess of 30.000 volun- 
teers on the streets 
tonight," Mr. Archer said. 
“Everywhere I went, I saw 
the flashing yellow lights 
on cars, trucks and vans.” 
■-However, he cautioned that 
the battle would not be fin- 
ished until Wednesday 
morning. "This is no time 
to celebrate,” he said. "This 
is a lime to stay focused." 

Gandhi’s sacred 
text to be 
auctioned 

LONDON (R) — Indian 
independence crusader 
Mahatma Gandhi’s person- 
al copy of the Bhaga- 
vadgita. the sacred Hindu 
text that he regarded as a 
major influence on his life, 
is to be sold at auction in 
Britain. Phillips Auction 
House said the book would 
be sold on Nov. 9. when it 
is expected to fetch £4.000 
to £8,0IK1 (S6.300 to 
$12,600). Phillips said in a 
statement that Gandhi, who 
was assassinated in 1948, 
had once described the 
work as “the .supreme book 
for the knowledge of the 
truth”. Gandhi’s copy is an 
English edition from 1898. 
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